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It nhat 127,000 quan Nga dang tap trung bao vy 3 mat clia Ukraine va ¢ nguy cd lao

vao mot cudc thé gidi chién tranh.

Tién si George Weigel la thanh vién cao cdp cua Trung tdm Dao di'c va Chinh sach Céng
cong Washington, va la nguai viét tiéu su Gido Hoang Gioan Phaolé Il. Trong bai bdo c6
nhan dé “Russia, Ukraine, and Moral Reckoning’, nghia la “Nga, Ukraine va Suy tu vé
dao diic’, 6ng cho rdng ly do cho su hung hdng ctia nudc Nga ngdy nay la vi sau su’ sup
d6 cta Lién S6, dd khéng co6 mét phién toa nhu phién toa & Nuremberg dé xu' bon ti

pham céng san chéng lai loai nguai.

Dudi day la ban dich toan van sang Viét Ngil.



D3 cb nhiing cai tién I8n trong k¥ thuat va cong nghé lam phim ké ti nam 1961, khi
Stanley Kramer thuc hién bo phim Phién Toa Nuremberg. Nhung that kho dé tudng
tugng bat ky dan dién vién nao ngay nay cé thé cai thién dugc man trinh dién phi
thudng clia Spencer Tracy, Burt Lancaster, Maximilian Schell, Marlene Dietrich, Richard
Widmark, Judy Garland va Montgomery Clift trong b6 phim truyén hinh vé phong xtf an
hap dan d6, kham phay nghia clia cong ly & Dlic— va cua thé gidi — va su phan dinh

dao ddc d6i vdi toi ac cua Bé tam Dé ché.

Cac phién toa & Nuremberg, kéo dai trong vai nam, khong phai la hoan hao. Cac luat
gia va quan chlc nha nudc nghiém tic da hoi liéu “cong ly cia nhitng ngudgi chién
thang” cé thé la cong ly thuc su hay khong, trong khi nhiing ngudi khac dat cau hoi vé
mUc do chinh xac trong viéc chi ra nhiing nguci ké da pham vao nhing t6i chua dudc
luat phap xac dinh vao thgi diém ho pham t6i. Trum mat vu khét tiéng clia Lién X0
Andrey Vishinsky la cong té vién tai phién toa dau tién & Nuremberg la diéu qua slc ky
cuc; Vishinsky lan dau tién dugc quoc té chi y dén vdi tu cach la cong to vién trong cac
phién toa thanh triing khét tiéng cla Stalin, trong dé han kéu goi “tda an” xui ly cac
ddng chi Bolshevik cii ctia minh theo nhiing thuat ngil sau: “Hay ban nhiing con chd
dai nay.... Ching ta hdy cham ddt mot [an va mai mai cho nhiing dlfa con lai khon khé

gilla cdo va Ign, nhiing xac chét hoi théi nay...”

Tuy nhién, du c6 sai sét gi trong cac phién toa 8 Nuremberg, nhitng ngugi dan 6ng va
dan ba co t0i r6 rang déu phai chiu trach nhiém vé nhiing hanh vi gian ac khong thé ké
xiét. Cac phién toa cling khién ngugi dan Buc phai doi mat vdi nhitng gi da dudc thuc
hién bdi cac quan chldc nha nudc va luat gia, nhitng ngudi tuyén bé hanh dong vi Igi ich
ctia dat nudc ho. Buc [a mot nén dan chua ki€u mau ngay nay vi nhiéu ly do; trong d6 ¢

su phan dinh luan ly khong thé tranh khoi do cac phién toa & Nuremberg mang lai.



Khong c6 diéu gi giong nhu mét su phan dinh phap ly, chinh tri va dao ddc nhu thé da
xay ra & nudc Nga thai hdu X0 Viét. B4 la ly do tai sao thi hai ciia Lenin van dudc tén
vinh tai Quang truong Do & Mac Tu Khoa. D6 la ly do tai sao mot cudc khao sat doc lap
vao nam 2021 cho thay 56% ngudi dan Nga coi ké sat nhan hang loat Stalin nhu mot
“nha lanh dao vi dai”. Va do6 la mot trong nhitng ly do tai sao Vladimir Putin, dudng nhu
la tong théng tron ddi clia Nga, ton tai - va dat ra méi de doa sinh tlf d6i véi hoa binh &

Pong Au, dic biét [a & Ukraine.

Putin dang tién hanh mot chién dich dugdc dan dung can than dé dao ngudc phan
quyét cua lich st trong Chién tranh Lanh va khuat phuc cac “nudc cong hoa” trudc day
cua Lién X6 cli nay da dugc doc lap. Chién dich do6 sé khong thé thuc hién dudc néu khi
déi dién vdi su that kinh hoang vé qua kh X6 Viét nhu ngudi dan Blc budc phai lam
trong cac phién toa & Nuremberg, ngudi dan Nga da xay dung mot nha nudc Nga phap
quyén. Nhung thay vao dd, diéu da xay ra la bd may cii ciia KGB Putin va mot nhdm cac
tén dau so da xay dung mot ché do quan phiét phi luat phap, giét cac doi tha chinh tri
ctia minh, xam ludc cac nudc lang giéng, tién hanh cac chién dich thong tin sai léch va
gay bat 6n 3n trén khap thé gidi, dong clia cac té chic phi chinh phi chuyén tudng
niém cac nan nhan cta chd nghia cdng san, va gia dang la ngugi bao vé nén van minh
“Kitd gido”, tat ca nhiing diéu dé ngudi dan Nga déu phai tra gia dat. Vi khdng cé phién
toa “Nuremberg clia Nga”, mét cdu bé mudi lam tudi & Nga vao ndam 2012 c6 tudi tho

thap hdn ba nam so véi mot cdu bé mudi lam tudi G Haiti.

Su gdy han hién tai cta Vladimir Putin d6i v8i Ukraine cling thé hién Lgi N6i D&i Ldn
rang Ukraine khdng phai la mét qudc gia thuc su - mét su gia doi day 4c y mot phan
dua trén tuyén bé rang Nga a ngudi thira ké hgp phap duy nhat ctia phép Rifa cho
ngudi Dong Slav. Su kién hoanh trang dé trén thuc té dién ra & Kiev (nay la thd d6 cua



Ukraine) vao nam 988, khi Mac Tu Khoa ngay nay van con la mot khu riing rdm rap, nai
sinh song clia cac loai dong vat hoang da. Lich s tiép theo cta Kitd gido Dong Slav la
vb cung phuc tap, chac chan [a nhu vdy. Nhung, bat chap nhiing phic tap dé, viéc Nga
tuyén bo la chl s& hitu va ngudi giai thich duy nhat cua lich st la diéu vo nghia vé mat
than hoc va lich sif — cling giong nhu 1ap trudng ctia Nga doi véi Ukraine ké tu it nhat la
cuGi thé ky 18 la [ap trudng clia dé quoc, clia ké xam ludc. Trong hai nam 1932 va 1933,
su xam ludc do6 da trd thanh méot cudc diét chung, khi, trong Nan doi diét ching
Ukarine, thudng dudc goi la Ukrainian Holodomor, Stalin va céc tay sai ctia han ta ¢

tinh bd dodi it nhat bén triéu ngudi Ukraine.

Ché d6 Nga cta Putin [a m6t moi nguy hiém doi véi ngudi dan Nga va thé gidi, va co thé
sé van nhu vay, cho dén khi kiéu suy xét vé dao ddic va lich stf dién ra & Duic sau Thé
chién Il c6 thé dién ra d Nga. Giao HOi Chinh thdng Nga, ngi ¢ ngudn tai nguyén tinh
than to ldn, cd thé dong mot vai tro quan trong trong viéc kiém tra lugng tam quoc gia.
Tuy nhién, Gido HOi nay sé khong lam nhu vay, chiing nao nha lanh dao clia no, la
Thudng phu Kirill, van tiép tuc day, nhu éng da lam gan day, rang diéu kién x3 hdi hién
tai cha dat nudc 6ng la “biéu hién cia long thuang xét Chia”, va tiép tuc tuyén bé rang

“Nga la lanh dao cua thé gidi tu do”
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There have been vast improvements in the techniques and technology of filmmaking

since 1961, when Stanley Kramer made Judgment at Nuremberg. But it’s difficult to

imagine any cast today improving on the extraordinary performances of Spencer
Tracy, Burt Lancaster, Maximilian Schell, Marlene Dietrich, Richard Widmark, Judy
Garland and Montgomery Clift in that gripping courtroom drama, which explores the
meaning of justice in Germany’s — and the world’s — moral reckoning with the evil of

the Third Reich.

The Nuremberg trials, which lasted for several years, were not flawless. Serious jurists
and public officials ask whether “victors’ justice” could be true justice, while others
questioned the rectitude of indicting men for crimes that were not defined statutorily
at the time they were committed. That Soviet hack Andrey Vishinsky was a prosecutor
at the first Nuremberg trial was nothing less than grotesque; Vishinsky had first come
to international attention as a prosecutor in Stalin’s infamous Purge Trials, in which he

urged the “court” to deal with his former Bolshevik comrades in these terms: “Shoot


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfOgZXIQ6fo

these rabid dogs...Let’s put an end once and for all to these miserable hybrids of foxes

and pigs, these stinking corpses...”

Whatever the flaws of the Nuremberg trials, however, manifestly guilty men and
women were held accountable for unspeakable acts of wickedness. The trials also
confronted the German people with what had been done by public officials and jurists
who claimed to be acting for the good of their country. Germany is a model democracy
today for many reasons. The moral reckoning the Nuremberg trials made unavoidable

is one of those reasons.

Nothing like that legal, political and moral reckoning has happened in post-Soviet
Russia. That is why Lenin’s mummified corpse is still honored in Moscow’s Red Square.
That is why an independent survey in 2021 found that 56% of the Russian people think
of the mass murderer Stalin as a “great leader.” And that is one of the reasons why
Vladimir Putin, seemingly Russia’s president-for-life, exists — and poses a mortal threat

to peace in eastern Europe, especially in Ukraine.

Putin is conducting a carefully-orchestrated campaign to reverse history’s verdict in
the Cold War and subjugate the now-independent former “republics” of the old Soviet
Union. That campaign would not have been possible if, having confronted the hard
truths about the Soviet past as the German people were compelled to do by the
Nuremberg trials, the Russian people had built a law-governed Russian state. What
happened instead was that ex-KGB apparatchik Putin and a cadre of oligarchs built a
lawless kleptocracy that murders its political opponents, invades its neighbors,
conducts massive disinformation and destabilization campaigns around the world,
shuts down non-governmental organizations dedicated to memorializing the victims

of communism and masquerades as the defender of “Christian” civilization, all at



tremendous cost to the Russian people. Because there was no “Russian Nuremberg,” a
15-year-old boy in Russia in 2012 had a life-expectancy three years lower than that of a

15-year-old boy in Haiti.

Vladimir Putin’s current aggression against Ukraine also deploys the Big Lie that
Ukraine is not a real nation — a malignant falsehood based in part on the claim that
Russia is the sole legitimate heir of the baptism of the eastern Slavs. That epic eventin
fact took place in Kyiv (now the capital of Ukraine) in 988, when what’s now Moscow
was a dense forest inhabited by wild animals. The subsequent history of eastern Slavic
Christianity is vastly complicated, to be sure. Those complexities notwithstanding, the
Russian claim to be the sole proprietor and interpreter of that history is theological
and historical nonsense — just as the Russian stance toward Ukraine since at least the
late-18th century has been that of imperial aggressor. In 1932-33, that aggression
turned into a genocide, when, in the Ukrainian Holodomor (“Terror Famine”), Stalin

and his minions deliberately starved to death at least four million Ukrainians.

Putin’s Russian regime is a danger to the Russian people and the world, and will likely
remain so, until the kind of moral and historical reckoning that took place in Germany
after World War Il takes place in Russia. The Russian Orthodox Church, which has
immense spiritual resources, could play an important role in a national examination of
conscience. It will not do so, however, so long as its leader, Patriarch Kirill, teaches, as
he did recently, that his country’s current social condition is “a manifestation of God’s

mercy,” even as Kirill proclaimed that “Russia is the leader of the free world.”
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