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Books 
 
Alexander, B. (2020).  Academia next:  The futures of higher education.  Baltimore, MD:  Johns 
Hopkins University Press. 
​  
​ (Dr. Alexander also maintains a website with a deep trove of interviews, resources,  

 statistics, etc. on the future of higher education.   He’s also valuable to follow on Twitter.) 
  
Aoun, J. (2017).  Robot-proof:  Higher education in the age of intelligence.  Boston, MA:  MIT 
Press.  Review here. 
 
Connel, R. (2019).  The good university:  What universities actually do and why it’s time for 
radical change.   London:  Zed Books.  Review here. 
 
Davidson, C. (2017).  The new education:  How to revolutionize the university to prepare 
students for a world in flux.  New York:  Basic Books.     Review here.   
 
Eyler, J. (2018).  How humans learn:  The science and stories behind effective college teaching. 
Morgantown, WV:  West Virgina Press.  (Engages with the future of learning in higher education 
spaces…).  Review here.   
 
Gidley, J.M. (2016).  Post-formal education:  A philosophy for complex futures.  New York:  
Springer.  Link here. 
 
Hamilton, L.T. & Nielsen, K. (2021).  Broke:  The racial consequences of underfunding public 
universities.  University of Chicago Press:  Chicago, IL.  Link here. 
 
Staley, D.J. (2019).  Alternative universities, speculative design for innovation in higher 
education.  Baltimore, MD:  Johns Hopkins University Press.  Review here. 
 
Warner, J. (2020).   Sustainable.  Resilient.  Free:  The future of public higher education.  
Cleveland, OH:  Belt Publishing.   Review here.  

https://bryanalexander.org/the-future-trends-forum/
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/blogs/technology-and-learning/read-robot-proof-if-you-only-read-one-higher-ed-book
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/08/24/cathy-davidson%E2%80%99s-new-book-manifesto-teaching-students-and-institutions-how-survive
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/beautiful-questions-how-humans-learn-and-the-future-of-education/#!
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319290683
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319290683
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/B/bo33896239.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/03/12/author-discusses-his-new-book-speculating-alternative-models-higher-education
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/what-were-owed-john-warner-on-the-future-of-higher-education/


 
Recorded Interviews/Presentations  
 
Contested ideas for the future of universities - UNESCO Futures Forum, Paris, 2019, Maree 
Conway, Futurist. 
 
 
Academic articles 
 
Conway, M. (2019), "Contested ideas and possible futures for the university", On the Horizon, 
Vol. 28 No. 1, pp. 22-32. 
  
Springer Open Articles – selection of articles related to the future of higher education (2018) 
  
 
 
Reports across the web 
 
Trends report - Chronicle of Higher Education (2021) 
 
Educause Horizon report (2019) 
 
How your university can better anticipate the future (EAB) (2019) 
 
What student leaders think about the future of higher education (2019) 
  
The future of public higher education/Deloitte (2018) 
Deliberate innovation:  Lifetime education (Georgia Tech) (2018) 
 
Accessible, affordable, and applicable:  The future of higher education (video of panel 
discussion at Georgia Tech (2018) 
 
 
Looking to 2040:  Anticipating the future of higher education (2018) 
 
Eight Scenarios for the Future of Work/World Economic Forum (2018) 
 
The future of higher education in the US (2018) 
 
The future of higher education/Academic Impressions (2018) 
 
Future of jobs report/World Economic Forum (2018) 
 

https://www.universityfutures.net/blog/2020/3/30/global-futures-literacy-design-forum-unesco-paris-december-2019
https://www.emerald.com/insight/search?q=Maree%20Conway
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1074-8121
https://www.springeropen.com/collections/futureuni
https://www.chronicle.com/package/the-trends-report-2021?cid2=gen_login_refresh&cid=gen_sign_in
https://library.educause.edu/resources/2019/4/2019-horizon-report?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Library&fbclid=IwAR3rGBaGJb148R-JUkUNWotxXUEXQqMd1q5PdA97krmBNVnm2Cg8HgNWjPI#_zs4JIMe1_zl4pok5
https://www.eab.com/blogs/higher-ed-strategy-blog/2019/04/prepare-your-university-for-the-future?fbclid=IwAR0EqASf_QxQ6L195-KskHOkqkdtrJ-PtYKEabyERxzRaXUzw9li3vT4F_M
https://edsurgeindependent.com/what-student-leaders-think-about-the-future-of-education-cd2bb95e086f?hss_channel=tw-2496924314
https://www2.deloitte.com/insights/us/en/industry/public-sector/future-of-public-higher-education-study.html
http://www.provost.gatech.edu/commission-creating-next-education
https://www.news.gatech.edu/2018/11/08/accessible-affordable-and-applicable-future-higher-education?utm_campaign=daily-digest&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dd-article-primary-tlink%3A9779%7C2018-11-09
https://evolllution.com/revenue-streams/market_opportunities/looking-to-2040-anticipating-the-future-of-higher-education/
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_FOW_Eight_Futures.pdf
https://www.fmcc.edu/about/files/2018/08/The-Future-of-Higher-Education-in-the-US2.pdf
https://www.academicimpressions.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/future-of-higher-education.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Future_of_Jobs_2018.pdf


Future forward: The next 20 years of higher education (2017) 
 
Charting new paths for California Community Colleges - with Institute for the Future (2017)  
 
Realizing human potential in the fourth industrial revolution/World Economic Forum (2017) 
 
Articles across the web 
 
(These links are primarily trade and/or popular media outlets.) 
 
How college became a commodity (2020) 
 
The return of hope:  Thinking of a future of higher education as a public good (2019) 
 
The creeping capitalist takeover of higher education (2019) 
 
The future of income-share agreements:  Policy and politics (2019) 
   
The future of higher education marketing (2019) 
 
The coming crisis for Canadian universities and some strategies for survival (2019) 
 
Are national universities the future of higher education? Five reasons to be skeptical (2019) 
 
It’s time universities stopped feeling shame about mergers (2019) 
 
This will be the biggest disruption in higher education (2019) 
 
What is a platform university and why should you care? (2019) 
The future of college education:  Students for life, college advisors and campuses everywhere 
(2018) 
 
Imagining an Apple store for online degrees (2018) 
 
Here’s how higher education dies (2018) 
 
How to be an edtech futurist (2018) 
 
Higher education excellence and innovation (2018) 
 
The future of work won’t be about college degrees, it will be about job skills (2018) 
  
Colleges need to work together to build competencies of the future (2017) 

https://www.blackboard.com/resources/pdf/future_forward_the_next_20_years_higher_ed_rev.pdf
http://www.iftf.org/chartingnewpaths/
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_EGW_Whitepaper.pdf
https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/how-college-became-a-commodity?key=mi0Bff1vaLHL09_no2EmgyU4bqViFjC3SBneXHAdaqR4moL3etxowsXWMIBNAcNsdG5ZQjVlQUpXSWNTX2RrZGRoMzZxc1Zob0FkTG9zcG95UmVKeWhrTEk5VQ&fbclid=IwAR2ebNotn3XFsNFw73jSbbj1q3qZcWaY4T3xXA5w4Dczk25IdJ_UzHXJiEU
https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/just-visiting/return-hope-thinking-about-future-higher-ed-public-good
https://www.huffpost.com/highline/article/capitalist-takeover-college/
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/future-income-share-agreements-to-finance-higher-education
https://www.skyword.com/contentstandard/marketing/content-strategy/the-future-of-higher-education-marketing-3-major-trends-seen-at-salesforces-2019-summit/
https://www.tonybates.ca/2019/05/30/the-coming-crisis-in-canadian-post-secondary-education-3-some-strategies-for-survival/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2019/04/01/are-national-universities-the-future-of-higher-education-five-reasons-to-be-skeptical/#1b7137757878
https://www.chronicle.com/article/It-s-Time-Colleges-Stopped/246256?utm_source=pm&utm_medium=en&cid=pm&fbclid=IwAR1IKpmohyoLl_vGIvqkOlc8_zl9t9QtnfVKusE5DTSdz6CngtQQ99N_bYI
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brandonbusteed/2019/04/30/this-will-be-the-biggest-disruption-in-higher-education/#3659027a608a
https://discoversociety.org/2019/05/01/focus-the-platform-university/?fbclid=IwAR2US9XN5jT5Hc_K3glBhgprokB6og2quOM_RWaq5-NyEUcM_H9NO7Tv6VQ
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2018/07/06/the-future-of-college-education-students-for-life-computer-advisers-and-campuses-everywhere/?utm_term=.6b3a3200fe67
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/11/26/coming-shopping-mall-near-you-georgia-tech
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/06/heres-how-higher-education-dies/561995/
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2018/01/25/how-to-be-an-ed-tech-futurist.aspx
https://medium.com/the-mission/higher-education-innovation-25-examples-of-excellence-faa66af4105e?fbclid=IwAR0bcFA7rZ7Q1d-eMCKagQV4TGvLhLM55AsI-Ae6q90U9P_hGmzs7meNtgo
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/31/the-future-of-work-wont-be-about-degrees-it-will-be-about-skills.html?__source=sharebar%7Cfacebook&par=sharebar&fbclid=IwAR0rDrWW8Xobg7dSV6enL0HfGh_gLFwJHqS9CILysGXa4QnVyCgvacqTCp8
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2017-07-31-colleges-need-to-work-together-to-build-competencies-of-the-future


 
The blockchain revolution and higher education (2017) 
 
Deploying collaborative leadership to reinvent higher education in the 21st century (2017) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Race/Equity in Higher Education 
 
Baker, D. (2019).  Pathways to racial equity in higher education: Modeling the antecedents of 
state affirmative action bans.  American Educational Research Journal, Published Online March 
6, 2019.   More information here. 
 
ACE Study:  Racial equity gaps still plague higher education (2019) 
 
Race and Equity in Higher Education (2018) 
 
With affirmative action under fire, what’s the future of racial diversity on campus? (2018) 
 
The sources of sources of racial gaps in higher education (2017) 
 
Advancing diversity and inclusion in higher education (2016) 
 
Step up and lead for equity (2015) 
 
The state of higher education equity (initiative) 
 
 
Articles/resources related to “future of faculty roles” in higher education 
 
Gehrke, S. & Kezar, A. (2014).  Unbundling the faculty role in higher education:  Utilizing 
historical, theoretical and empirical frameworks to guide research.   In: Paulsen M. (eds) Higher 
Education: Handbook of Theory and Research. Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and 
Research, vol 30. Springer, Cham.    More information here.  
 
McConnell, K. F. (2019).  Teaching and learning in an age of precarity:  Toward a pedagogy of 
the transitory.  Communication Education, 68 (2), 235-263.  More information here. 
 

https://er.educause.edu/articles/2017/3/the-blockchain-revolution-and-higher-education
https://www.aacu.org/publications-research/periodicals/deploying-collaborative-leadership-reinvent-higher-education
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3102/0002831219833918
https://diverseeducation.com/article/138793/
https://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Race-and-Ethnicity-in-Higher-Education.aspx
https://www.educationdive.com/news/with-affirmative-action-under-fire-whats-the-future-of-racial-diversity-o/539560/
https://www.future-ed.org/work/the-surprising-sources-of-racial-gaps-in-higher-education/
https://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/advancing-diversity-inclusion.pdf
https://www.aacu.org/sites/default/files/StepUpLeadEquity.pdf
https://edtrust.org/the-state-of-higher-education-equity/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-12835-1_3
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03634523.2019.1569248?src=recsys


Murray, D. S. (2019).  The precarious new faculty majority:  Communication and instruction 
research and contingent labor in higher education.  Communication Education, 69(2), 235-245.  
More information here.  
 
Popenici, S.A.D. & Kerr, S. (2017).  Exploring the impact of artificial intelligence of teaching and 
learning in higher education.  Research and Practice in Technology Enhanced Learning, 12(22).  
More information here.  
 
Rudick, C.K. & Dannels, D. P. (2019).  “Yes, and…” continuing the scholarly conversation about 
contingent labor in higher education.  Communication Education, 68(2), 259-263.  More 
information here.  
 
The future of learning and how it could change your classroom (2018) 
 
The faculty of the future (2018) 
 
Faculty and the future of higher education (2018) 
 
Digital evolution: A new approach to learning and teaching in higher education (2018) 
 
Faculty of the future (2018) 
 
Not your mother’s online class (2018) 
 
Faculty development of the future (2017) 
 
The future of faculty development in a networked world (2016) 
 
A path forward for faculty in higher education (2016) 
 
Report from Virginia Tech on the Future of the Faculty role (2015) 
 
Six trends for the future of faculty development (2014) 
 
Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education 
 
Ma, Yizhi and Siau, Keng L., "Artificial Intelligence Impacts on Higher Education" (2018). 
MWAIS 2018 Proceedings. 42.  Article available here.  
 
Three ways AI is changing higher education (2019) 
 
The power of AI for higher education (2019) 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03634523.2019.1568512
https://telrp.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41039-017-0062-8
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03634523.2019.1572198?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03634523.2019.1572198?src=recsys
https://www.chronicle.com/article/The-Future-of-LearningHow/243437
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2018/01/10/we-have-shared-vision-future-faculty-its-time-implement-it-opinion
https://www.higheredjobs.com/blog/postDisplay.cfm?post=1672
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/digital-evolution-new-approach-learning-and-teaching-higher-education
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2018/01/10/we-have-shared-vision-future-faculty-its-time-implement-it-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/views/2018/08/22/hybrid-education-breath-future-and-death-teaching-we-know-it
https://bwatwood.edublogs.org/2017/03/22/faculty-development-of-the-future/
https://er.educause.edu/articles/2016/3/the-future-of-faculty-development-in-a-networked-world
https://www.higheredtoday.org/2016/12/19/path-forward-faculty-higher-education/
https://beyondboundaries.vt.edu/assets/the-future-role-of-faculty.pdf
https://www.jasonrhode.com/six-trends-for-the-future-of-faculty-development
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325934313_Artificial_Intelligence_Impacts_on_Higher_Education
https://www.studyinternational.com/news/three-ways-artificial-intelligence-is-transforming-higher-education/
https://www.educationdive.com/news/the-power-of-artificial-intelligence-for-higher-education/550620/


Artificial intelligence in higher education (2018) 
 
Pushing the boundaries of learning with AI (2018) 
 
Exploring the impact of AI on teaching and learning in higher education (2017) 
 
The future of artificial intelligence in higher ed (2016) 
 
 
Interesting Misc. 
 
Gates Foundation “Post-Secondary Value” Commission   
 
Institute for the Future’s “Learning is Earning” Project (2016) 

https://www.learninghouse.com/knowledge-center/research-reports/artificial-intelligence-in-higher-education/
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/09/26/academics-push-expand-use-ai-higher-ed-teaching-and-learning
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321258756_Exploring_the_impact_of_artificial_intelligence_on_teaching_and_learning_in_higher_education
https://www.forbes.com/sites/barbarakurshan/2016/03/10/the-future-of-artificial-intelligence-in-education/#193b76e2e4d8
https://www.postsecondaryvalue.org/?fbclid=IwAR3wZOtf43Ju3DJ9rQq6tG3H5EjE7HbQchOQmA6YY9LG3EkZ8qptEiXzRt0
http://www.iftf.org/learningisearning/

