The Dream No Wise Man Could Reveal

Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, and the Kingdom That Will Never Be
Destroyed

A Captive in the Imperial Court

Daniel’s journey began not as an ambitious seeker of power, but as a captive. Following
the siege of Jerusalem, King Nebuchadnezzar carried sacred temple vessels to the land
of Shinar, placing them in the treasury of his own god. While this act was intended to
signal the superiority of Babylon’s gods, the scriptures clarify that the "Lord gave" Judah
into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand; God remained sovereign even in the exile of His people.

Among those selected for training in the "literature and language of the Chaldeans"
were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Though Babylon attempted to reshape
their identities by giving them pagan names—Daniel becoming Belteshazzar—it could
not determine whom they worshiped. Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the king’s
provisions, and God granted him "favor and compassion" before the Babylonian
officials. At the end of their training, the king found these four youths "ten times better"
than all his magicians and enchanters.

An Impossible Demand

In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar experienced dreams that "troubled his
spirit" and "his sleep left him". He summoned his counselors—magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers, and Chaldeans—demanding that they reveal both the dream itself and its
interpretation. The king threatened that if they failed, they would be "torn limb from limb"
and their houses reduced to ruins.

The Chaldeans confessed the limit of human wisdom, stating, "There is not a man on
earth who can meet the king’s demand". They argued that only the gods could reveal
such a thing, and "their dwelling is not with flesh". In his fury, Nebuchadnezzar ordered
the execution of all the wise men of Babylon, a decree that included Daniel and his
companions

Wisdom and Prayer

When Arioch, the captain of the guard, arrived to carry out the decree, Daniel
responded "with prudence and discretion". He sought to understand the urgency of the



king’s decree and subsequently requested time from Nebuchadnezzar, promising to
provide the interpretation.

Daniel did not rely on his own intellect but gathered his friends to "seek mercy from the
God of heaven concerning this mystery". By addressing God as the "God of heaven,"
Daniel affirmed that His authority crossed every border and remained superior to the
power of Babylon.

Revelation and Praise

That night, the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Before rushing to the king,
Daniel blessed the God of heaven for His "wisdom and might". He praised God as the
one who "changes times and seasons" and "removes kings and sets up kings". This
prayer established the core theme of the book: human history does not move beyond
God’s authority.

Daniel acknowledged that while Babylon treated wisdom as something to be mastered
through ritual or study, true wisdom is a gift from the God who "reveals deep and hidden
things" and knows what is in the darkness.

A Great Image and a Stone

Standing before the king, Daniel deflected all glory from himself, declaring, "There is a
God in heaven who reveals mysteries". He then described the vision: a great,
frightening image with a head of fine gold, a chest and arms of silver, its middle and
thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

While Nebuchadnezzar watched, a stone was cut out by no human hand. It struck the
image at its most vulnerable point—its feet of iron and clay—causing the entire statue to
shatter. The gold, silver, bronze, iron, and clay became like "chaff of the summer
threshing floors," and the wind carried them away without a trace. The stone that struck
the image then grew into a "great mountain" that filled the whole earth.

The Rise and Fall of Empires

Daniel identified Nebuchadnezzar as the head of gold, the "king of kings" to whom the
God of heaven had given dominion. However, the dream foretold a succession of
kingdoms that would follow:

e Silver: An inferior kingdom (traditionally identified as Medo-Persia).



e Bronze: A third kingdom that would rule over all the earth (traditionally identified
as Greece).

e lIron: A fourth kingdom, strong as iron, that would break and crush all others
(traditionally identified as Rome).

e Iron Mixed with Clay: A final stage characterized by internal division and fragile
alliances, unable to hold together.

The Ultimate Kingdom

The climax of the interpretation was the stone. Daniel declared that "in the days of those
kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed". Unlike the
human empires that preceded it, this kingdom would not be left to another people; it
would "break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end," standing forever.
Its origin was divine, "cut from a mountain by no human hand".

Glory to God

Nebuchadnezzar, overwhelmed by the revelation, fell on his face and paid homage to
Daniel. He confessed, "Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer
of mysteries". The king promoted Daniel to be ruler over the province of Babylon and
chief prefect over all the wise men. At Daniel’s request, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego were also appointed to high positions of authority.

Closing Reflection: The Two Kingdoms

The account of the dream serves as a reminder that while earthly kingdoms are
impressive, they are temporary and stand on "fragile feet". The statue represented the
glory and inevitable decline of human ambition. In contrast, the stone represents the
kingdom established by God—a kingdom that for Christians finds its King in Jesus
Christ. This kingdom does not arise through military conquest but through God’s
sovereign purpose, and it will eventually replace all earthly powers. As the vision
concludes: "The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure"
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