
Medieval Jobs: Priest  
 

During the eleventh century, the church divided western Europe into small 

administrative districts called parishes. Each parish had its own church and local 

priest. Most local priests were poorly educated former peasants, and they worked 

the fields alongside their flocks. In addition to performing farmwork, the priests 

recited daily mass and led prayers, all in Latin. Sermons were preached in the 

vernacular, or regional language. The priest also taught his parishioners to 

memorize in Latin the Lord's Prayer, the Nicene Creed, and the Apostles’ Creed. 

Priests survived on a percentage of tithes, the donations required of parishioners 

to the church. Priests also charged fees for special services, such as marriages and 

baptisms. 
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