
CCH Small group questions 
Autumn 2025 

 
Gareth writes: I came across a brief article on leading Bible studies, and one tip stood out for 
me. “Instead of discussing your prepared list of questions immediately after reading, give 
members a few minutes to review the text… most people need a few moments to gather 
their thoughts after reading, which is why the first discussion question is often met with the 
most silence.” Why not try it the next time you lead a study and see how it goes? Ask the 
group for their opinion too.  

 

AI: Should we be afraid? 

It is likely different groups will have very different appetites/interest/questions for AI as a 
series, so here are some options which you could include. Do feel free to choose whatever 
makes most sense to your group. I will refer again to John 6:16-21 walking on the water, 
questions on that are below from a few weeks ago. 

Exploring the topic 

●​ In pairs, what do you know about AI? What questions do you have? 
●​ Capture the questions and comments, both for your group and for the preacher! 

Technology and humanity 

●​ Read Genesis 11:1-9 
●​ What does this tell us about technology? 
●​ About humanity? 
●​ Do you think their goal was achievable? Why or why not? 
●​ What do you think about God’s response? Is there anything that you don’t 

understand? 
●​ How might these things apply to AI and modern tech in general? 

Our hearts 

●​ Read Mark 7:21-22 
●​ What does this tell us about humanity? 
●​ What are its implications for tech and AI? 
●​ How do you see this being played out in the world? 

Connecting with our neighbours and friends 

●​ How might you respond to someone who says ‘AI is going to end the world?’ 
●​ How might you respond to someone who says ‘AI is going to save the world?’ 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/lead-bible-study-discussions/


 

 

 

Psalm 105 

●​ In pairs, how many of the 10 plagues of Egypt can you name? 
●​ Read verses 1-9, looking out for a) what are the people to be thinking, and b) what 

are they to be feeling? 
●​ We remember (v5) and God remembers (v8). How is our ‘remembering’ the same as 

God’s, and how is it different? 
●​ Read the longest section v26-38. In pairs, see how you did in naming the plagues. 
●​ Why is this passage so detailed in recounting the story? Do you think it important for 

us to remember the details? 
●​ Read v42-45. What is the purpose of our salvation? 
●​ In this Psalm, what part does ‘remembering’ play in a Christian’s life? 
●​ From this, how can we encourage each other? 

 

 

John 6:16-21 

●​ Read the passage 
●​ Give out paper & pens, and ask people to draw a comic-strip/story board of the 

passage (if they would rather not draw, they can bullet point list the main moments of 
the story 

●​ Why were the disciples afraid? Were they right to be afraid? Why/why not? 
●​ What did this incident teach them about Jesus? 
●​ In the Greek that John wrote in, Jesus literally says ‘I am, do not fear’. Compare this 

to God speaking to Moses in Exodus 3:13-14. What do you notice? 
●​ Why then do the disciples not need to fear? 
●​ How does this passage shape our view of Jesus? What strikes you personally? 

 

 

John 6:1-15 

●​ RECAP: What did Jesus say about who he is in John 5? 
○​ ‘Jesus is the Son of God, sent from the Father to give life, to judge and to 

receive honour’ 
●​ READ: John 6:1-9 

○​ How is Jesus testing his disciples here? 



○​ How do Philip and Andrew underestimate Jesus? 
●​ READ: John 6:10-13 

○​ What does this passage show us about Jesus? 
●​ DIGGING DEEPER: the main OT allusion in this passage is to Numbers 11. You may 

want to spend some time in that passage and consider the following questions: 
○​ READ Num. 11:4-6. What is the context to this passage? 
○​ READ Num. 11:10-15, 18-23. Who are the disciples most like in this 

passage? Who is Jesus most like? 
○​ READ Num. 11:31-33. How is this the same / different to what Jesus does in 

John 6? 
○​ How does this allusion point to the fact that Jesus is both the one who gives 

life and the one who will judge? 
●​ READ: John 6:14-15 

○​ How do the crowd underestimate Jesus in these verses? 
●​ APPLICATION: 

○​ How do you find yourself tempted to underestimate Jesus? 
○​ What are the dangers of ONLY going to Jesus when you feel ‘out of your 

depth’? 
○​ Are you facing any challenges at the moment where you’d love to see Jesus' 

power at work, either to change the situation or to sustain you in it? (it would 
be good to allow people time to share 1:1 or in the group and then to pray). 

 

John 5:16-47 

●​ RECAP: What did Jesus do in the build up to this passage? 
●​ READ: John 5:16-20 

○​ What do these verses tell us about how Jesus sees his identity? 
●​ READ: John 5:21-30 

○​ What 3 things does Jesus say he has been sent by the Father to do? 
○​ Which verse from this section most powerfully spells out how we should 

respond to Jesus? 
○​  DIGGING DEEPER: In verse v29, Jesus seems to state that we will be 

judged according to what we have done in this life. How do we square that 
with salvation by grace alone, though faith alone, in Christ alone? [Depending 
on the maturity of your group, you may want to skip this! Throughout 
scripture, the final judgement is always conducted on the basis of our works. 
This may feel unsettling, but really serves to emphasise the truth of what 
James says in James 2:14-26. Genuine saving faith always expresses itself in 
good works. BUT, we must remember that good works are the fruit of 
salvation, not the root of salvation.] 

●​ READ: John 5:31-47 
○​ What three sources of testimony confirm the truth of Jesus’ claims about 

himself? (see esp. v33-34, 36, 39) 
○​ What parts of the Old Testament can you think of that point forward to Jesus? 

What do they tell us about him? 
●​ In which areas of your life do you find it hardest to honour Jesus?  



●​ What helps / hinders you from seeking Jesus in all of the Scriptures? [After feeding 
back on these last two questions, it would be good to pray for one another as a group 
or in pairs] 

 

John 5:1-18 

●​ READ John 5:1-18 
●​ What is the man's hope for healing, v7? 
●​ How do Jesus’ actions challenge that hope? 
●​ Which do you find more shocking, the response of the Jewish leaders or the 

response of the healed man? Why? 
●​ What is Jesus claiming in his response to the leaders in v17? 
●​ Where should we expect to see the power of God at work in our day and how do we 

legitimately ‘access’ that power? 
●​ How do other Christian traditions sometimes separate the power of God from the 

personal work of God? [It might be worth discussing the veneration of icons in 
Orthodoxy, the adoration/use of relics / ‘lucky objects’ like st Christophers in 
Catholicism, or ‘manifesting’ in some more new age syncretic churches] 

●​ How does this passage challenge that sort of syncretism? 
●​ How might you use this passage to respond to another Christian who claims that God 

always wants to heal his people and that any failure to be healed is a result of weak 
faith? 

1 Samuel 31 

●​ Recap - what battle was about to happen? Who would be in it (and who wouldn’t?) 
●​ Read chapter 31 
●​ What positives are there in the passage? What negatives? 
●​ Share these verses for pairs (if not enough pairs, prioritise non-italic ones) 

○​ What significance does these verses give to the events of ch 31? 
○​ 1 Sam 2:6-7 
○​ 1 Sam 9:1-2 
○​ 1 Sam 15:22-23 
○​ 1 Sam 20:14-16 
○​ 1 Sam 28:18-19​ ​  

●​ Where does the story of 1 Samuel leave the story of Israel’s kingdom? 
●​ How is Jonathan a model for us to follow? 
●​ What does friendship with Jesus look like? How can we grow it? 

 

1 Samuel 30 

●​ Read ch 30 
●​ If you were making a film of this story, what are the main scenes? What are the 

dramatic moments? 



●​ In what way is God working in the background? 
●​ David finds strength in the Lord his God. How do you think he did that?  
●​ What do you make of David's decision to share the plunder?  
●​ How does this passage point us forward to Jesus?  
●​ What here can give us strength in God?  

 

1 Samuel 27 

[For the sake of time and covering the right amount of text, this study doesn’t include Saul’s 
visit to the medium. If people in your group wish to discuss it, then do feel free to ask them 
what they make of it. I’ve put notes from my sermon below for reference] 

●​ Before the reading, some Important geographical/tribal knowledge - v10 people 
mentioned are Israelites; v8 tribes there are not God’s people 

●​ Read 1 Sam 27 
●​ What is David’s:  a) problem, b) solution, c) outcome? 
●​ How effective is what he does? 
●​ What do we see about David’s moral compass here? How does he compare badly 

even to Saul (28:6)? 
●​ What is the purpose of showing David in a bad light? 
●​ Read Matthew 26:47-56 
●​ What is Jesus’: a) problem, b) solution, c) outcome? 
●​ What is his moral compass here? How is he so much greater than David? 
●​ What might these passages teach us about our problems and possible solutions? 
●​ How can we give thanks to Jesus from these verses? 

Notes on 1 Sam 28 
●​ I think this is indeed Samuel’s spirit, as the narrator tells us as much several times 
●​ Whether we would think of this as a ‘ghost’, the Bible clearly paints a supernatural 

realm as well as a natural one. Christians do need to be afraid to believe that such 
things happen 

●​ However, Christians do need to stay away from such things. Leviticus 19:31 says, 
“Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the 
Lord your God.” Such a command is in any way changed by this passage, or by the 
coming of Jesus.  

●​ Note it is not ‘stay away because they don’t work’, but ‘stay away because they will 
change you for the worse’ 

 

Summer 2025 

John 4:31-42 

●​ Read v31-33.  
○​ What are the disciples focused on and why? 



○​ How are they similar to the Samaritan woman? 
●​ Read v34-38 

○​ What is Jesus’ food? 
○​ What is the harvest that Jesus speaks of? 
○​ What might be the difference between sowing and reaping when it comes to 

the harvest? 
●​ Readv39-42 

○​ What does this section tell us about the work of reaping? 
●​ What things in this life do you hunger for that can take your attention away from the 

harvest? 
●​ What opportunities do you see to reap a harvest in Harpenden?  

 

1 John 4:7-12 

●​ What are the different definitions of love in this short passage? 
●​ What do they have in common? 
●​ From these verses, do you think it is possible to explain God’s love without talking 

about the cross, or about sin? Why / why not? 
●​ How much do you believe, deep down, that God loves you? 
●​ Why do you think that is? 
●​ How can this passage help us when we don’t sense God’s love or care? 
●​ What can we share with our non-Christian friends from this passage? 

 

John 4:1-30 

●​ [LEADERS’ NOTE - Lot’s in this passage so you may want to pick and choose from 
the below to fit your group] 

●​ Read John 4:1-15. 
○​ Is there anything that encourages or surprises you about this interaction 

between Jesus and the Samaritan woman? 
○​ How do the following passages shape our understanding of the ‘living water’ 

that Jesus is offering to this woman? [Might be worth splitting into smaller 
groups with each one looking at a passage and then feeding back] 

■​ Jeremiah 2:10-13 
■​ Ezekiel 47:1-12 

○​ How should this imagery shape the way we think about our relationship with 
God? 

●​ Read John 4:16-18 
○​ What is Jesus aiming to do in this interaction? 
○​ How is Jesus' intimate knowledge of our circumstances both an 

encouragement and a challenge? 
●​ Read John 4:19-26 

○​ What makes someone a ‘true worshiper’. 



○​ How do these passages we’ve already seen in John inform our understanding 
of what it means to worship in Spirit and in truth? [again, maybe in small 
groups] 

■​ John 1:14 
■​ John 1:32-34 
■​ John 3:5-8 
■​ John 3:31-34 

●​ Read John 4:27-30 
○​ What can we learn from the example of the Samaritan Woman in these 

verses? 
●​ What are the implications of this passage for our own witness, both as individuals 

and corporately as a church? 

 

John 3:22-36 

●​ Read John 3:22-26. 
○​ What Are John’s disciples concerned about and why?  

●​ Read John 3:27-30. 
○​ What have John’s disciples missed that he wants them to see? 
○​ How does John’s wedding illustration work and how does it map onto the 

church today? 
●​ Read v31-36. 

○​ What is John the Gospel writer trying to convey to us about who Jesus is? 
○​ How does this shape the way that John the Baptist thinks about his life and 

ministry? 
○​ How should this shape the way you think about your life and ministry? 

●​ How might John’s ‘mantras’ from v27 & 30 help you to grow in contentment and joy, 
regardless of the situation? 

●​ How might you know the difference between a situation where you need to grow in 
contentment and a situation where you should actively seek to bring about change? 
[LEADERS’ NOTE: this could be a pastorally sensitive one. In scripture, many people 
experience a great deal of suffering and injustice and are still able to rejoice in the 
midst of it. In particular, we shouldn’t run away from our responsibilities because 
things get tough or sin as means of extracting ourselves form an unpleasant 
situation. On the other hand, suffering needlessly isn’t a virtue and if we have the 
means of legitimately changing our situation, particularly if we’re being sinned 
against, it might be right to pursue that. Always good to discuss with a pastor / 
trusted Christian friend before jumping to action.] 

●​ In pairs, share some of the blessings that you’ve received that you struggle to be 
content with. Pray for one another to grow in contentment and joy. 

 

John 3:1-21 

●​ Read John 3:16, then in pairs, try to put it into your own words. 



○​ What other ways does God demonstrate his love?  
○​ How do they compare with this? 
○​ [Leaders’ note: it might be worth pausing at this point and a few people 

praying prayers of thanks and praise to God for his sacrificial love] 
●​ Read John 3:1-10.  

○​ How does Ezekiel 36:24–28 inform our understanding of the New Birth Jesus 
is talking about? 

○​ Same question, but Ezekiel 37:1-14 [Leaders’ note: it is common 
(necessary?!) for OT prophecies to have at least two levels of fulfillment: an 
immediate one in the life of God’s Old Covenant people; AND a greater 
fulfillment in the New Covenant that the OC fulfilment was a shadow of] 

●​ Read John 3:11-18 
○​ Can anyone be saved without believing in Jesus? [Leaders’ note - there’s an 

important pastoral balance to strike here. We mustn’t limit the regenerating 
work of God’s Spirit, otherwise infants and those who are intellectually 
incapable of believing couldn’t be saved. BUT, we also need to recognise the 
clarity with which the gospel is saying that those who have not believed are 
condemned and that ordinary means by which God saves people is through 
the gospel] 

●​ Read John 3:19-21 
○​ Humanly speaking, why is it so hard for people to come to Jesus and believe 

in him? 
●​ According to this passage, what must we do to be saved? 
●​ If you were talking to a non-Christian friend, would you talk about the need to be 

‘born again’? Why/why not? 

 

John 2:12-25 

●​ Read v12-17: What is important to Jesus, according to these verses? 
○​ When might we legitimately be ‘consumed by zeal’ for the Lord? 
○​ What might a legitimate outlet for that zeal be? [Leaders’ note: a really 

excellent and very ‘safe’ example of this might be to consider the example of 
the imprecatory psalms (e.g. Psalm 109). The key thing to note is that rather 
than doing these things himself, David pours his heart out to God and leave it 
with him to do whatever he sees fit.] 

●​ Read v18-20: How would you feel if you were one of Jesus’s disciples on this 
occasion? 

●​ Read Psalm 69:6-12: What do these verses add to our understanding of the events 
that take place in the Temple? 

○​ How might these verses encourage us when we are ‘shamed’ by others for 
following Jesus? 

●​ Read v21-22: How is Jesus vindicated by these verses? 
●​ [perhaps in pairs] Are there any passages you’ve read recently where you’ve found 

that Jesus / God wasn’t what you’ve expected / wanted him to be? Pray for the 
Spirit’s help to grow to love him for these things. 



 

Psalm 100 

●​ Opening q: how would you describe what ‘joy’ is? 
●​ What is the structure of the Psalm? And what is the feel of it? 
●​ What reasons does the Psalm give for us to be joyful? 
●​ Do these reasons help you at the moment? Why/why not? 
●​ For someone finding joy elusive, what encouragement can we give? 
●​ What does this Psalm suggest for our times of worship together? How can we use it 

to prepare ourselves when we come to church? 

 

John 2:1-11 

[LEADERS’ NOTE - the nature of the sermon has made this a more challenging set of Qs to 
prepare. There’s probably far more below than you can use in one session but I’ve worked 
on the assumption that too much is better than not enough, so as always, feel free to cut 
whatever won’t work for your group!] 
 

1.​ This passage follows a fairly classic ‘story arc’ of introduction / problem / resolution / 
conclusion. Which verses would you put under each heading? 

2.​ In v4, Jesus seems to distance himself from the problem because ‘the hour’ has not 
come. What do the following verses tell us about ‘the hour’ [LEADERS’ NOTE - 
annoyingly, sometimes the NIV translates ‘hour’ as ‘time’] 

a.​ 4v21, 23 
b.​ 5v25, 28 
c.​ 7v30 & 8v20 
d.​ 12v23, 27 
e.​ 13v1 
f.​ 16v2, 4, 21 
g.​ 16v25,  
h.​ 16v32, 
i.​ 17v1 

3.​ What do the following tell us about Jesus and what ‘his hour’ will achieve: 
a.​ The type of jars used to hold the water? 
b.​ The sheer volume and quality of the wine produced? 

4.​ How does this passage point us forward to Revelation 19v6-9? 
5.​ v11 tells us that this ‘sign’ reveals Jesus' glory to us. How does Jesus seem more 

glorious to you in light of this sign? 
6.​ With Jesus, the best is saved to the last (v10). How might that fact: 

a.​ Encourage struggling Christians? 
b.​ Challenge those of us tempted to ‘live our best lives now’? 

7.​ Pray for those Seniors who attended the guest service to receive the invitation to ‘the 
wedding supper of the Lamb’. 

John 1:35-51 



8.​ Who ‘comes & sees’ Jesus in this passage? 
9.​ For each person, what’s their response when they do see Jesus? 
10.​[Read Genesis 28:10-17 & Daniel 7:13-17.] What light do these passages shed on 

what Jesus says in v51? 
11.​What encouragement is there in v50-51 for: 

a.​ Those looking into Christianity? 
b.​ Those already following Jesus? 
c.​ Christians who are in a tough season? 

12.​Is anyone willing to share with the group about how they first ‘came and saw’ Jesus? 
13.​Is there anyone you’d love to ‘come & see’ Jesus? [spend time praying for those 

people]. 
 
 

John 1:19-34 

TEXT WORK: 
14.​Read Isaiah 40 (or at least v1-11). How does the context to John 1:23 tell us about 

John and his ministry? 
15.​What other evidence of John’s greatness is there in this passage? 
16.​How does our understanding of John’s greatness inform our understanding of Jesus’ 

greatness in v26-27? [you may want to refer to the graphs in the slide deck to 
support this] 

17.​According to John, who is Jesus and what has he come to do? 
18.​How is Jesus' baptism the same / different to John’s? 

APPLICATION: 
19.​What aspects of greatness in the world’s eyes are you most tempted to pursue? 
20.​Which of the challenges at the end of the sermon do you most need to hear and 

why? 
a.​ Come to Jesus for forgiveness / the power to fight sin 
b.​ Use your ‘greatness’ to point to Jesus 
c.​ Recognise that Jesus says you’re great, even if you don’t feel it (cf Luke 

7v28) 

 

John 1:1-18 

[Leaders’ Note: There’s a LOT in this passage and there are a few different things it might be 
fruitful to do with it. Below, I’ve put some fairly straight questions tied to the sermon that you 
might want to use, but I’ve also included a starter activity, which may work well for your 
group. Above all, do pray at some point for the points I suggested in the sermon (below)!] 

STARTER [could be done as a whole group for whole text, or you could break into smaller 
groups to look at v1-8, 9-14, 15-18 and then come together to share. It might be worth 
recording these on a large sheet of paper in order to refer back to] 

-​ Go through the text and jot down any repeated words 
-​ Go through again and add any others that seem particularly important 



-​ Next to each word, note an antonym (e.g. life / death. Some like light / darkness may 
already be present and just need combining) 

-​ If you know John’s Gospel well, are there other themes you expect to see developing 
that we haven’t noted yet? (e.g. S/spirit, the hour, work, food, love…) 

 

21.​Why do you think John begins his gospel in the way he does? [you could discuss 
both the function of the prologue generally, as well as the first 3 words.] 

22.​What does John say about Jesus in these verses that gives you a bigger and more 
glorious view of him? 

23.​What is so shocking about the unbelief of v9-11? 
24.​What are the benefits of belief? [It might be worth taking some time to drill down into 

the privileges of being a child of God] 
25.​How does the backdrop of Exodus 33v18-23 enrich our understanding of John 

1v14-18? 
26.​What are you most looking forward to / hoping to get out of this series in John? 

 
PRAY [please do make time as a group to pray over the 3 requests I made at the end of the 
sermon (copied below)] 
Please pray for… 
1) a bigger view of Jesus 
2) an increase of faith 
3) deeper relationship with the Father, through the Son, by the Spirit 
 
 
 

Spring 2025 

Mark 15:42-16:8 

1.​ According to this passage, what are the definite facts of the first Easter Sunday? 
2.​ Do you think the ending is missing from Mark's gospel? Why/why not? 
3.​ What difference do you think it makes if it finishes at verse 8? 
4.​ Does the NIV’s treatment of v9-20 increase or decrease your trust in the Bible we 

have? If it decreases it, what can be done about that? 
5.​ How would you answer a skeptical friend who read Mark 16 and said ‘it doesn’t prove 

Jesus rose from the dead’? 
6.​ Finishing with a more devotional question: what difference does Christ’s resurrection 

make to you? 

 

Mark 14:1-31 

[Leaders’ Note - The structure of this passage is important for identifying the key themes. 
Below is an outline of the structure in table form. Depending on your group and how many 
people heard the sermon, you might want to consider starting with an activity where you give 



them the headings and then allow them time in smaller groups to divide the passage up 
according to the headings.] 

Rejection Gifts Preparation 

A1 - v1-2   

 B1 - v3-9  

A2 - v10-11   

  C - v12-16 

A3 - v17-21   

 B2 - v22-26  

A4 - v27-31   

1.​  In what ways do we see different groups / individuals reject Jesus in this passage?  
a.​ What is particularly shocking or surprising in each case? 

2.​ How are the ‘gifts’ of the woman and Jesus similar and how are they different? 
3.​ What difference does it make to our understanding of the events of Easter to know 

that Jesus is preparing for them, fully in control of all that happens to him? 
4.​ How does this passage help you appreciate more fully what Jesus has done for you? 

Genesis 3 

[Leader notes - if most people heard the sermon, you may want to go straight to the more 
general discussion halfway down. But that is up to your reading of the group and what you 
think will be most helpful to them) 

Read the passage 

1.​ In what ways are the man and the woman treated the same by God? 
2.​ In what ways are the man and the woman treated differently by God? 
3.​ Was someone’s sin worse than the other? What clues are there in the story? 
4.​ What hope is there in the passage? 

 

5.​ If you heard the sermon on this passage (headline was ‘Same goals with some 
difference in roles’), what are your reflections? 

6.​ Would you like any more specific teaching on the topic of men and women? If so, 
what on, and what sort of setting? (It’s also useful to know if you don’t!) 

 

 

1 Timothy 5:1-2 



[Leader notes - if most people heard the sermon, you may want to go straight to the more 
general discussion halfway down. But that is up to your reading of the group and what you 
think will be most helpful to them) 

Read the passage 

1.​ What kind of relationships does Paul see as most similar to relationships in the 
church? (Cf 3:15) 

2.​ What natural distinctions does Paul see between people in the church? 
3.​ What qualities are those relationships to be marked by? 

General discussion 

[Leaders note - as we discuss family relationships, remember that these may carry great 
pain and upset for some in your group] 

1.​ What qualities would you expect to see in healthy relationships between grownup 
children and parents?  

a.​ Between grown up siblings? 
2.​ Which of those qualities are particularly strong/lacking in your relationships at CCH? 
3.​ Can you share a time when you've shown honour to, or received honour from, a 

father/son/brother/mother/daughter/sister in the church? (Perhaps in pairs?) 
4.​ How do we build healthy family relationships across genders whist maintaining 

‘absolute purity’? 

Gen 1:26-2:25 

[Leader notes - if most people heard the sermon, you may want to go straight to the more 
general discussion halfway down. But that is up to your reading of the group and what you 
think will be most helpful to them] 

Read the passage 

1.​ Men and women have some things in common - what can you see? 
2.​ Men and women have some things that are different - what can you see? 
3.​ What is the emphasis - things in common (same-ness) or difference? What does that 

make you think? 

General discussion 

4.​ What is your sense of the culture of men and women at CCH? 
5.​ If you heard the sermon (available online!), what were your reflections? 
6.​ What would you find useful to be covered in this series over the next 2 weeks? 

 

 

Psalm 42-43 



Read Psalm 42 and 43 

1.​ Taking the two Psalms together, what is the structure of the song? 
2.​ Would you agree that the Psalmist is conflicted? Why/why not? 
3.​ What is hurting the singer, and how do they express it? 
4.​ What hope does the singer have? 
5.​ How does Jesus’ death and resurrection shape our lamenting? 

Making it personal 

6.​ Do you find it easier to praise, or to express pain? 
7.​ How might lament help us support one another better? If we struggle to lament, what 

might the impact be? 
8.​ Offer to the group - would anyone like to share something that hurts? Even if it’s a 

small thing, or just give us a glimpse into it? 
a.​ No-one has to say something if they don’t want 
b.​ No need to fix it - you can simply lament in prayer 

 

Psalm 46v1 - God is our refuge 

Read the whole of Psalm 46 

1.​ What other verses pick up on or develop the theme of God as refuge? 
2.​ What other places/people/things do you see yourself or others going for refuge in 

times of trouble? 
○​ How helpful (or not) are those things? 

3.​ Can you think of a time when you have known God to be a refuge or source of 
strength to you that you are willing to share with the group? 

4.​ Focusing on verses 2-3, what should be the consequence of the fact that God is a 
refuge and strength to his people? 

○​ Perhaps you could share some of the things you’re afraid of and pray for one 
another to find refuge and strength in God? 

5.​ In what sense is Jesus especially our refuge and strength? 
○​ (Perhaps in pairs?) share someone you’d really like to find refuge in Jesus 

and pray for them. 

 

Hebrews 13 and Hebrews reflection 

Read 12:28-13:6 (briefly spend some time on 1-6) 

​ What is the motivation for our worship? And how is this to be expressed (1-7)? 

​ Which exhortation challenges/encourages you? Pray for God's help (v6) 

Read 13:7-17 

1.​ What are the marks of good leadership in these verses? 
2.​ What are the limits of human leadership shown here? 



3.​ How do you understand the command in verse 17? (Why is it addressed to the 
church, not to its leaders?) 

4.​ How might we put this into practice? 
5.​ How does v17 help us know what to do if we disagree with something the leaders are 

doing or saying? 

Read 13:20-21 

6.​ Jesus is the great shepherd of the sheep. What about Jesus will stay with you from 
this book? 

7.​ What can we pray about in the light of this? 

 

Hebrews 12:12-29 

Read 12:12-17 

1.​ Focussing on verses 14-15, what things threaten our peacefulness as church? What 
things might make us bitter? As much as you are able, discuss things that would 
likely affect people in your group, rather than CCH more generally 

2.​ Given this, what might it look like to ‘make every effort’ to keep peace in this small 
group? And to help one another guard against bitterness? 

Read 12:18-29 

3.​ Split into pairs, and compare/contrast the two mountains. What strikes you? 
4.​ Feed back. What do these pictures tell us about God? How does that shape our 

response to him? 
5.​ What do these pictures tell us about Jesus? How might it grow our thankfulness (29) 

and our love of Christ? 

 

Hebrews 12:1-11 

Read 12:1-3 

1.​ Briefly, how does this link to chapter 11? In what way does the writer want us to look 
at those saints of old, and in what way does he not? 

2.​ There are two lettuces in these verses (‘let us’). What are they encouraging us to do? 
3.​ What is the difference between the things that hinder and the sin that entangles? 

a.​ In pairs/smaller groups: what things are hindering you? How can you throw 
them off? 

4.​ How does fixing our eyes on Jesus help us run the race? 
5.​ What things about Jesus are highlighted here? 

 

Read 12:4-11 

1.​ What is the picture painted here? How is this meant to be a word of 
‘encouragement’? 

2.​ What is discipline here, and what is it for? 



3.​ This passage could be difficult reading, especially if it relates to our own earthly 
fathers, or about a painful hardship in our lives. How might we help each other if that 
is the case? 

4.​ What hardship in your life might you be able to consider as discipline? How could you 
use it to grow your life with Jesus? 

 

Hebrews 11 

6.​ Break up into pairs/threes and each take a character. How did their life and example 
show faith? 

a.​ Abel in 11:4, also look at Genesis 4:1-5 
b.​ Enoch in 11:5-6, also look at Genesis 5:15-24 
c.​ Noah in 11:7, also look at Genesis 6:9-22 
d.​ Joseph in 11:22, also look at Genesis 50:22-26 
e.​ Joshua & the people in 11:30, also look at Joshua 6:1-7 

Feed back to the main group by reading the relevant Hebrews verse(s) out loud, and 
then sharing what you saw in the OT story. 

7.​ All these people had faith in common. What does this collection of stories show us 
about faith itself? 

8.​ These saints lived other-worldly lives. How might knowing Jesus as our great high 
priest help us to live more like that? 

9.​ Look at 11:10 and 11:16. What do they tell us about our future? What are you looking 
forward to about it? 

 

Hebrews 10 

Read 10:1-18 

10.​What did the law/old covenant sacrifices try to do for people? Why did they fail? 
11.​How is Jesus better, and where does that leave us? 
12.​What strikes you most in this section, and why? 

Read 10:19-25 

1.​ What commands/exhortations are there in this section? 
2.​ How do these commands flow from the previous section? 
3.​ On v 24, what helps you grow in love and do good things? How can we in this group 

help you? 
4.​ On v25, if you did start drifting away from church, how would you want us to 

encourage you back? 

[I would suggest not going through 10:26-39 as it makes the passage very long for a small 
group study. But if you did want to cover it, here are two questions: 
 

1.​ What clues are there in the section that it is not meant to frighten the original readers 
senseless?] 

2.​ So what is the warning, and why is it given?] 



 
 

Hebrews 9 

 Overview of Hebrews 

Briefly, how has God encouraged and challenged you so far from the book of  Hebrews? 

·         Encouragements? 

·         Challenges? 

Structure of Hebrews:  (see diagrams shared with homegroup leaders)  

Read Hebrews ch 9 

Chapter 9 focuses on the superior sacrifice of Jesus as our priest, comparing  it to the old 
covenant system. 

Break into groups to complete one of the two columns (see verses) & share answers 

 

Covenant First Covenant New Covenant in Jesus 

Tabernacle site 1 24 

Access to 3 

  

11 

24 

Barriers 3 

7 

8 

14 

24 

27,28 

Offering required 7 

12 

19-22 

12 

14 

Offering for who 7 

9 

26 

28 



Frequency of offering 6 

7 

26 

28 

Benefit of the offering 10 

13 

12,15 

22 

27,28 

  

1. Why is blood such a necessary part of sacrifice v7,18,22? 

  

2. What are the amazing blessings of Jesus sacrifice v14,15,27,28?  

  

3. Summarise what the Author is telling us about 

·         Our problem 

·         Jesus sacrifice 

  

Application 

 1.    “A clean conscience is the softest pillow”   

Do you feel guilty - even as a Christian?  What assurance does Jesus give us v9,14? 

  

2.    How do we receive Jesus salvation  v15,28? 

  

3.    How do we respond to Jesus sacrifice v14,28? 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 119 
 
Leader notes: 
There’s a few different ways you could go with this! I’ve put a couple of ideas below, but I 
certainly wouldn’t try doing all of them! Some could work really well (or really badly) 
depending on the dynamics of your group so give it some prayerful thought! 
 

●​ Read Psalm 119… yes, again! According to Augustine, this psalm did not ‘need an 
expositor but only a reader and a listener’. It takes David Suchet about 17 minutes to 
do the whole thing. There are a few ways you could do this: 

○​ Listen to David Suchet read it 
○​ Take it in turns to read a stanza and just go round until you’re done 
○​ Read a stanza and then pause to allow time for individuals to share 

reflections, verses that particularly stand out or to pray in response 
●​ Workshop it… divide the group into three and give each group a task to complete 

and then feed back on afterwards. You probably need about 30 mins for the groups 
to prep and then 30 mins for each group to have 10 mins feedback time. Obvious 
ways to do this would be: 

○​ Each group takes a theme from Sunday to trace through the sermon and note 
down key verses to share with the group as a whole at the end. The themes 
were: 

■​ Relationship 
■​ Rescue (or refuge) 
■​ Rejoicing 

○​ Each group takes one of the three sections and traces out verses for each of 
the above themes for their section. The sections were: 

■​ V1-56 
■​ V57-120 
■​ V121-176  

○​ You could also do it that each group works through a section and just draws 
out and shares the verses they find particularly encouraging or challenging. 

●​ Dig deeper… All scripture is God breathed, but there are some stanza in this psalm 
which I think really stand out and which I was tempted to base the whole sermon on. 
You could spend some time digging deeper into one or two of these? I’d recommend: 

○​ Beth - v9-16 
○​ He - v33-40 
○​ Kaph - v81-88 (cf the Servant songs of Isaiah, esp. 52:13-53:12) 
○​ Mem - v97-104 
○​ Pe - v129-136 
○​ Taw - v169-176 

●​ Apply it… thinking ahead to the coming year, you could discuss: 
○​ Relationship: 

■​ How are we each doing in our relationship with the LORD? 
■​ What are the challenges we face in drawing near to him in word and 

prayer? 
■​ How can we pray for/help each other to grow in our relationship with 

God this year? 



○​ Rescue: 
■​ What are your hopes and fears as you look to the year ahead? 
■​ Are there particular challenges you know are on the horizon that you 

can share and we can pray about? 
■​ Are there particular areas of your life where you’re struggling to obey 

or trust God that you can share and we can pray about? 
○​ Rejoicing: 

■​ What brings the psalmist joy and delight in psalm 119? 
■​ How does that differ to the things we’re tempted to look to for joy? 
■​ Are there particular things you’re thankful to God for that you could 

share and rejoice together in? 
■​ Are there any things that are ‘stealing your joy’ which you could share 

and pray about? 

Autumn 2024 

 

Hebrews 8:1-13 
 
Leader notes: 

●​ This is the second of two weeks where you will look at the passage coming the 
following Sunday, rather than looking at it afterwards. I’d love to get feedback on how 
it goes. Any questions that come through to me by Friday lunchtime will be fed into 
the sermon for the Sunday. Thanks to those who sent questions last week, really 
helpful. [N.b. I’ve added those questions on Heb 7, along with some basic responses, 
underneath this week’s questions. Do feel free to share with your group as you wish, 
including just sending round by email] 

 
Read Hebrews 8:1-6 

1.​ How would you summarise this section? 
2.​ How many tabernacles (or sanctuaries) are there? 

a.​ What do you think about this? 

Read Hebrews 8:7-13 

3.​ In the whole of chapter 8, how many covenants are there? 
4.​ What are the differences between these covenants? 
5.​ How much of 8:8-12 do you think has been fulfilled already? 

a.​ Where do we see the fulfillment of them? 
6.​ How does this passage build on the distinction between the two priesthoods (the 

order of Levi/Aaron and then the order of Melchizedek)? 
7.​ What questions are you left with? [Please pass to Gareth again] 

 

Questions people sent on Heb 6:13-7:28 (and my responses) 



I’ve put in brief answers, which aren’t meant to be blunt! Very happy to talk more about this 
with anyone who is interested. These are written assuming people will have listened to the 
sermon (though not necessarily that they understood it!) 

Is Melchizedek really without beginning/ genealogy?  Who is he then?  Is he Jesus? 

●​ Yes, in that he doesn’t have a genealogy listed. ‘Without genealogy’ means ‘we’re not 
given one’. It doesn’t mean he was Jesus. And I don’t think he was/is (though others 
do have a different view) because the writer to the Hebrews says Jesus is in the 
order of Melchizedek, rather than he is Melchizedek. 

Hebrews 7:27 explains how Jesus saved us once and for all when he died for us, no need to 
offer more sacrifice (day after day like high priests)   But why then is 7:25 necessary too,  
why does he need to live forever and continually intercede for us? 

●​ Priests do 2 things: sacrifice and make intercession. So Jesus prays for us still 

What is the change of the law being referred to in 7:12 in regards to Jesus?  Is this too about 
7:27 - that with Jesus we do not need to offer sacrifices as they did before? 

●​ Yes, but also bigger than that. There was a ‘way of being good’ in the Aaronic order, 
but with a new order comes a new way, the ‘way of being perfect’. This includes no 
need for ongoing sacrifices, but also other things like we are holy and clean. 

Why does Jesus have to be in the order of Melchizedek and not Aaron? 

●​ B/c Aaron was sinful and non-permanent.  

Why Melch in OT at all? Almost incidental 

●​ To sow the seed of the idea that we need a permanent, king-priest who is greater 
even than Abraham. Almost incidental, yes, b/c he hardly features. But not incidental 
in that the few verses he appears in points us to a glorious high priest. 

What were Jews to make of Melch? 

●​ Same as the answer above. To show them Aaron’s priesthood wasn’t enough, and 
they needed the Christ to come  

Doesn't the promised one of Gen 3:16 mean a priest is redundant? Including Melch? 

●​ No. The promised one is the Christ. His offices (prophet, king, and priest) are how he 
fulfills Gen 3:16. If he was king and prophet but not priest, we would still be in our sin. 

Is Melch's priesthood still valid? 

●​ His order, yes. His own status as priest, no. 

Was there an actual order of priests called the Order of M (for short) or were he and Jesus 
the only ones? 



●​ The latter. (At least we are not told about any between M and J). There is certainly no 
expectation from God that anyone should have been in the order of M. He specifically 
gave them the Aaronic priesthood instead. 

2. Is M meant to be a mystery or is he just difficult to understand? 

●​ I think he is both! He certainly has elements of ambiguity, especially given we have 
so little information about him. But there is good and bad versions of ‘being hard to 
understand’. If I mumble my words and get lost in the middle of sentences, that’s the 
bad version. But if I say ‘God is entirely separate from the universe, and yet he came 
into the world’, then this is the good version. Hard to understand, because it is a 
mystery. Such mystery does us good, as it shows us our limits and also the glories of 
God. Anything we can entirely comprehend is naturally less amazing that something 
we cannot. 

Why is there so little about M given that Jesus is compared to him?  Why is he in the Bible at 
all? 

●​ See answer above 

Why doesn't Jesus talk about him? 

●​ Don’t know! He doesn’t mention everyone, including some significant people - off the 
top of my head: Seth, Sarai/Sarah, Joseph, Joshua, Samuel, Samson, Jeremiah. 

We assume he wasn't perfect (otherwise he would be God) so why does it say he is?  Same 
with eternity - we wondered whether we went to heaven like Enoch and Elijah but thought 
that would have probably been written about - and doesn't explain the no beginning. We 
wondered whether talk of him being perfect and eternal etc was an exaggerated Jewish 
theory that the writer of Hebrews was using?? 

●​ I don’t think it says ‘he’s perfect’. It says he is without genealogy/father & mother (for 
that, see above) 

Was additional information added to the account of Melchizedek to ensure that Jews revere 
him still? 

●​ All of the writer to the Hebrews arguments come from the Genesis account, and then 
the single verse in Psalm 110. Whilst Jews might have added extra to the story, that 
does not show itself here.  

Thanks for all your questions!  

 

 
 
 

Hebrews 6:13-7:28 



 
Leader notes: 

●​ This is the first of two weeks where you will look at the passage coming the following 
Sunday, rather than looking at it afterwards. I’d love to get feedback on how it goes. 
Any questions that come through to me by Friday lunchtime will be fed into the 
sermon for the Sunday. 

●​ It’s not the easiest of passages! The key themes to look out for are a) Melchizedek 
as a man from God, b) his (seemingly) eternal life, c) how a high priest like that is 
better than the previous ones, who all were sinful and who died. 

 
Read Genesis 14:17-20 

1.​ What do we learn about Melchizedek in this passage? 
2.​ How does he help Abram? 

Read Hebrews 6:13-7:28 

3.​ In what ways do we see here that Melchizedek is a picture of Jesus? 
4.​ What is the answer to the question in verse 11 - why was there need for a priest to 

come in the order of Melchizedek rather than of Aaron? 
5.​ How is Jesus better than any other priest we could have? 
6.​ How does verse 25 encourage us to pray? 
7.​ What does the link between Gen 14 and Heb 7 make you think about the Bible? 
8.​ What questions have you got about this passage? [Please collect any and send them 

to Gareth!] 

 

Psalm 47 
 

1.​ Why do you think clapping is encouraged? 
a.​ Why is it fitting for praising God? 
b.​ Why might it be good for us to praise this way? 

2.​ What volume is the praise to be? 
3.​ How does this Psalm encourage you in your praise of God? 
4.​ What might hold us back from praising God in this way? 
5.​ How does praise of God help us to fight sin? 
6.​ How does praise of God help us in our prayers? 

 
 

Luke 10:38-42 
 
Leader note: the sermon was thematic, titled ‘How not to be busy’. Apart from question 5, the 
questions below are on the passage more generally. 
 
Read the passage to begin. 
 

1.​ In pairs, retell the story to each other 



2.​ What does Martha get right, and what does she get wrong? 
3.​ What do you make of how Jesus treats Martha? 
4.​ Would you say Martha had sinned? Why/why not? 
5.​ Was there anything in the sermon (which was called ‘How to be less busy’) that you 

had a comment or question about? 
6.​ How hard do you find it to do less and make time for sitting with Jesus? What could 

help you? 

 
 
Revelation 1:1-18 
 

1.​ Read v1-8. What different ways is the letter of Revelation described in verses 1-3? 
What do these different terms tell us about the letter? 

2.​ In v4-7, who is Jesus, and what has he done for us? 
3.​ Why do you think people will ‘mourn’ when they see Jesus? 
4.​ Read v9-18. What strikes you most about Christ in these verses, and why? 
5.​ What sort of motivations does this vision of Jesus give us for mission? 
6.​ How do you feel sharing your faith with others? What encouragement can you take 

from this vision of Christ? 
 
 

James 3:1-12 
 

1.​ v1, Why is it important that those who teach in the church have a ‘tight rein on their 
tongues’? What might be the consequences if they don’t?  

2.​ v2, Why does James say someone would be ‘perfect’ if they were never at fault in 
what they say? 

3.​ What point is James trying to make with the three illustrations in v3-5? Which do you 
find most powerful? 

4.​ v6, What could the consequences be, in this life and the next, if we fail to keep our 
tongues in check? 

5.​ What point is James trying to make in v7-8? 
6.​ What point is James trying to make with the illustrations in v9-12? 
7.​ How might v9 help us to resist the temptation to sin against others with our words? 
8.​ Look back at Hebrews 2:17-18. How do these verses help us as we battle to tame 

our tongues? 
9.​ When are you particularly tempted to sin with your speech? If you’re happy to, share 

with the group and pray for one another?  

 
Hebrews 5:11-6:12 
 

1.​ In 5:11-6:2, what are the letter’s recipients told about themselves? 
2.​ What is your reaction to this, and why? 
3.​ What response does the writer want from them? 
4.​ What is the warning in 6:4-8? Why do you think the writer gives this warning? 



5.​ In 6:9-12, what are the recipients told about themselves? 
6.​ What is your reaction to this, and why? 
7.​ Summarise the passage in your own words. 
8.​ What might tempt us to stop working at learning about Jesus? 
9.​ How can we encourage and support each other to learn more from God? 

 
 
 

Hebrews 4:1-5:10 
 

1.​ In 4:1-11, what is on offer, and what is the cost? 
2.​ What is appealing about the offer? What is difficult about the cost? 
3.​ How does 4:12-13 tell us about the Bible and our relationship to it?  
4.​ What part does the Bible then have in helping us get to rest with God? 
5.​ What response(s) do you have to this passage so far? 
6.​ Why is 4:14-16 such welcome news? 
7.​ What picture is painted of Jesus in 4:14-5:10? 
8.​ How is this Jesus able to help us to obey? 
9.​ What in your life can the group be praying for you in terms of living for God and 

obeying him? 

 
Hebrews 3 
 
Leader note: given the full service, the sermon will have been shorter (or at least I planned 
for it to be!) There will be plenty in the passage we didn’t really cover in great depth, so feel 
free to dive into those sections as you see fit. 

1.​ What are the specific commands given in chapter 3? How do these help us know 
what we are supposed to take from the passage? 

2.​ In verse 1-6, what picture is painted of Jesus? 
3.​ How does this view of Jesus help us carry out the chapter’s commands? 
4.​ In verses 7-11, how do we see the Holy Spirit speaking to us today? Even if you think 

he also speaks in other ways, how is this way such a blessing? 
5.​ What do we learn about sin in this section? How does that help us in our fight to be 

godly? 
6.​ What is your response to this statement?: ‘This passage means you have to be a 

confident Christian’ 
7.​ In pairs, how many different ways can you think of putting verse 13 into practice? Of 

these, which would help you the most? Share this with the group so they know how 
to encourage you! 

8.​ To close, what of Jesus do you find most strengthening to your faith? It could be from 
this passage, or from somewhere else. 
 

 

Hebrews 2 
 



Leader note: this passage is very full! You will need to be judicious as to what you cover. But 
certainly do think about drifting, and how to combat it. 

●​ How would you put 2:1-4 in your own words? 
●​ If you were going to begin drifting, what might the start of that look like? 
●​ If you did start drifting, how could this group help you? 
●​ How much do we see our group as a team to help one another stay close to Jesus? 

If that is our goal, how does that shape our praying and fellowship together? 

Leader note: for the first question (after the group has discussed it), it will be important to 
address any lingering worries that Heb 2 makes Jesus lesser in some way. You can say 
there are different types of ‘perfection’, and that here the focus is the getting Jesus qualified 
to be our high priest - he had to be human, in order to to be able to face temptation as we 
face it, suffer as we do, and die as we do.  

●​ 2:10 says it was fitting Jesus was “made perfect through suffering”. In what way was 
he not perfect before? 

●​ In 2:9-19, what things did Jesus accomplish after becoming human? List them. 
●​ Of this list, which is most helpful to you in your present situation? 
●​ What would be good to pray in from these verses? 
●​ What questions do you have left over? 

 
 
 

Hebrews 1 
 

●​ What do you think the main statement is in verses 1-3, and why? 
●​ How would you summarise verses 1-3? 
●​ In v5-14, why do you think the writer uses so many Old Testament passages? 
●​ What does this passage teach us about angels? 
●​ How then does the Son compare to angels? Which of the comparisons strikes you 

the most, and why? 
●​ What would you say the overall concern of the writer is in chapter 1? What do they 

want us to believe about the Son? 
●​ How does this help someone who is finding it difficult to keep going as a Christian? 
●​ What are your questions for the rest of the series? 

 
 
 

Psalm 33, Sing joyfully 
 



●​ How would you summarise the Psalm? 
●​ We are given so many reasons to praise God - are there any that particularly 

encourage you? 
●​ How do we see Jesus in the Psalm? 
●​ 'Sing joyfully, play skilfully' - what is to be the difference between the two activities? 
●​ How loud should our singing be? Our music? What clues are there in the passage? 
●​ How do you think you personally might grow in your sung worship of Jesus? 
●​ If our Sundays together were increasingly like this Psalm, what would the impact be? 
●​ What could you pray for our singing and music? 
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June-July 
1 Samuel 6:1-7:2    The Exodus of the ark 

●​ In 2s & 3s, see if you can summarise the key events / themes of 1 Samuel up to this 
point (you might want to see if anyone is able to give a summary to the group in 1 
minute… then provide others with the opportunity to chip in anything that was 
missed) 

●​ Compare and contrast Exodus 2:23 and 1 Samuel 5:12 
●​ Read 6:1-12 
●​ What other parallels with - or allusions to - the Exodus narrative do you see here? 

What’s the same / different? 
●​ What consequences are there for the way we think about God? 
●​ Read 6:13-7:2 
●​ How do we see God’s decree at the end of 1 Sam 2:30 play out in these verses? 
●​ How would you answer the question the Israelites ask at the beginning of verse 20? 
●​ What hope does Romans 8:1 give you as you consider that question? 

1 Samuel 5:1-12    The revenge of the ark 
●​ Read 5:1-5 
●​ Tell the story in your own words 
●​ What gods/ideas have people tried to set up over God? 
●​ Which are you most tempted by and why? 
●​ How might this story help you stand firm trusting God? 
●​ Read 5:6-12 
●​ Do you think God's hand is heavy on the world today? What makes you say that? 
●​ What hope is there in this passage? Do you see Jesus in it at all? 
●​ What connections can you make from 1 Sam 5 to the New Testament? 

 
1 Samuel 4:1-22    The raiders of the ark 

●​ In pairs, briefly summarise the story 
●​ Is the Israelites question in v3 correct? Do you think God brought the defeat? 

Why/why not? 
●​ What is the correct answer to their v3 question? 1 Samuel 1-3 gives important 

context 
●​ What do you think we are meant to think & feel as we read v5-11? 
●​ From v13-18, how does Eli’s state and his death reflect Israel’s overall state? 
●​ Are v19-22 a fitting end to the story? Why/why not? 



●​ The Israelites assumed they would have God’s favour because they carried a 
token/talisman into battle. What things (objects, habits, choices) might we incorrectly 
assume mean God will give us his favour? 

●​ In what ways does Jesus save us from the same fate as Israel in this chapter? 
●​ Following this, how might this chapter encourage us in our walk with Jesus? 

 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-4:1    The call of Samuel 
●​ How do verses 1-3 set the stage for the story? 

○​ (Prompt if helpful: What are the differences between Eli and Samuel?) 
●​ How do verses 19-21 set up the rest of the book of 1 Samuel? 
●​ In v4-10, why do you think God calls Samuel like this rather than a single clear & 

obvious word? 
●​ ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening’. How could this prayer help our attitude to 

God’s word? 
●​ v11-14 do you think there was any hope for Eli and his sons? Why/why not? 
●​ How do you react to difficult words from God about your own life? 
●​ Go to either Hebrews 1:1-3 or Acts 2:13-26 

○​ What links do you see between this passage and 1 Samuel 3? 
●​ How would you answer a non-Christian friend who asked you, ‘How do you hear 

God’s voice?’ 
●​ How would you answer a friend who said, ‘I won’t believe unless I hear God like 

Samuel did?’ 
●​ What opportunities do you have to listen to God’s word each week? Which do you 

value/benefit from, and why? Which do you find harder to listen to, and why? 
 
 
 

1 Samuel 2:12-36    God honours faithful service 
Questions 

●​ Summarise the two families depicted here. How do they contrast with each other? 
●​ How is v30b a helpful summary of the two families? 
●​ What can we learn about faithful service (positive and negative) from this passage? 
●​ How is v35 fulfilled in the book of 1 Samuel and beyond? 
●​ [perhaps break into pairs, or give a different area of life to different people and then 

share answers] What does it mean to honour God (v30b)? How will you honour him 
above yourselves in your: 

○​ Workplaces 
○​ Families 
○​ Marriages 
○​ Friendships 
○​ Leisure 
○​ Church involvement? 

●​ Read (or summarise) Luke 2: 41-52. What are the similarities drawn here between 
Samuel and the boy Jesus? (esp compare Luke 2:52 with 1 Samuel 2:26) 

○​ What point do you think Luke is making with this deliberate allusion? 
●​ What encouragement can we draw from Jesus as the ‘greater Samuel’? 



○​ How does his life and death encourage us that, like Samuel, the way to 
greatness lies in humble service? 

 
 

 
1 Samuel 1-2:11    God's surprising choice 
Questions 

●​ What surprised you about the beginning of this account about the Kings of Israel? 
●​ Summarise Hannah’s story between you (ch1). What are the key moments? 
●​ How can Hannah’s story encourage and help those who face similar problems of 

infertility or childlessness? 
●​ What does Hannah's story teach us about the way God works in the world? Think 

about the innumerable simpler and more renowned ways to get a prophet who would 
inaugurate the first Kings of Israel! 

●​ How does hannahs vow (1v11) and the deliverance of Israel intertwine? How might 
this encourage us when we question the purpose for our pain? 

●​ What's the recurring theme of hannah’s song in chapter 2? 
●​ What does this teach us about the way God works in the world? 
●​ How is ch2v10 fulfilled in Jesus? 
●​ Pick a verse or a line from hannah’s song to pray in for each other 
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21 Apr    Hammersley    John 8: 31-36​ ‘True freedom’ 
Questions 

●​ What is the problem in these verses; why do we need freeing?  
●​ What does Jesus mean when he says everyone who sins is a slave to sin? v34 

○​ If this helps: is Jesus saying that my sinful behaviours as a believer enslave 
me again to sin? 

●​ What is the freedom that Jesus offers? 
○​ Why is it important to think carefully about the context of Jesus’ time when he 

speaks about slavery, freedom and sonship (v35) 
●​ How is true freedom linked to obedience to Jesus ? v31  
●​ Why is Jesus uniquely placed to free slaves to sin?  

○​ Think about how v35 links forward to Jesus’ statement in v36  
●​ What is the change of status that Jesus offers?  

○​ Think about how v35 links back to v34 and shows the alternative to slavery to 
sin  

●​ How will thinking about yourself as a ‘son of the father' change the way you approach 
challenging circumstances this week. 

○​ Share together about the difference that Sonship of our heavenly father 
makes to life 

 

28 Apr    Loh   Matt 6:19-24    Treasure in heaven 
Sermon slides (if useful) are here: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fvBavDeZqDLEzrp2Dm7mI7osIizB0K7l/edit?usp=sh
aring&ouid=117444711931331231516&rtpof=true&sd=true 

●​ Icebreaker questions 
○​ How do you feel talking about money generally? 
○​ How do you feel talking about your own use of money specifically? 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fvBavDeZqDLEzrp2Dm7mI7osIizB0K7l/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117444711931331231516&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fvBavDeZqDLEzrp2Dm7mI7osIizB0K7l/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117444711931331231516&rtpof=true&sd=true


●​ Read verses 19-24 
○​ v19-21, why does it matter where you store your treasure? 
○​ v22-23, how do these verses link to v19-21? What impact do our eyes have 

on the rest of the body? 
○​ v24, the word translated 'serve' means 'serve as a slave' (rather than as a 

servant). What does Jesus say here about money? 
○​ In pairs, summarise v19-24 
○​ What questions are you left with? (in order to feed back for upcoming 

sermons) 
●​ Application 

○​ What do you find encouraging about Jesus' teaching here? 
○​ What do you find challenging about Jesus' teaching here? 
○​ How might these things develop your personal mindset about money? 
○​ How do you think these verses apply to our bid for the public halls? 

 
 
 

5 May    Loh    Matt 6:19-24​ Treasure in heaven (part 2) 
 
Sermon slides are here 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ktCvOPziWDPXdrUivStEWo2CJjMKXb9c/edit?usp=
sharing&ouid=104470908308702319963&rtpof=true&sd=true 
 
We covered a lot of topics in this sermon - I suggest you do not cover all of them, but pick 2 
or 3 of the ones most relevant to your group. You can decide this in advance, or ask them at 
the start of the session. Either way, it’s probably a good idea to begin with the most 
important, in case you run out of time! 
 
How do we get treasure in heaven? What about our motives? 

●​ What do Matt 6:1-4 say about how we get treasure in heaven? (see also 6:5-8 and 
16-18) 

●​ What is the test given here to check our motives? 
●​ ‘The best thing to do is something that doesn’t benefit you at all’. How do we respond 

to that from Matt 6:1-18? 
 
 
What about giving in households where the partner isn't a believer? 

●​ What is difficult in this situation? 
●​ Read 1 Cor 7:33-34. What does this say about marriage in general (regardless of the 

spouses beliefs?) 
●​ God knows our situation. How might Luke 21:1-4 be of help if we’re in a mixed-belief 

marriage? 
 
Should we tithe (give 10%)? 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ktCvOPziWDPXdrUivStEWo2CJjMKXb9c/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104470908308702319963&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ktCvOPziWDPXdrUivStEWo2CJjMKXb9c/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104470908308702319963&rtpof=true&sd=true


●​ Compare the Old Testament teaching with the New Testament. What are the main 
differences you notice? 

○​ Leviticus 27:30-32 
○​ 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

●​ What does that make you think about your giving? 
 
Taking concrete steps in giving 

●​ In the sermon, a simple suggestion was made: why not go up 2% in giving, and try 
for 3 months. Then assess - do I feel sad, mad, or glad?  

●​ What about this suggestion works for you? What doesn’t? 
●​ If this wouldn’t work for you, what would? 

 
How can we stop worrying? 

●​ Read Matt 6:25-34, and look out for 
○​ What worry is (feeling or action?) 
○​ What steps can be taken to address worry 
○​ How our relationship with God affects worry 

●​ The ultimate guard against worry is knowing God’s care. What are you worried 
about? What can this group pray for you in your worry? 

 
And finally… what questions do you still have? Please let Gareth know! 
 
 
 

12 May    Loh  Luke 12:13-21​ The rich fool 
 

●​ Read the passage  
●​ Put Jesus teaching from verse 15 into your own words 
●​ God calls the man in the parable a fool. What did the man do that was foolish? 

○​ (What things did he do that weren't foolish?) 
●​ What is the financial advice that can be taken from verse 20? 

Scenarios 

●​ [Maybe split into pairs and give each pair a single scenario to talk about] 
●​ There is not one 'right' answer. The aim is to give people a chance to discuss wisdom 

and foolishness in real life 
●​ Each one is a Christian friend who then says 'What's your advice?' For the purposes 

of this exercise, assume each person is genuinely seeking your opinion, and won't be 
in the least bit offended at anything you say! 

○​ A friend who has been through a tough time personally and professionally is 
considering spending a lot of their money on a luxury holiday 

○​ A friend inherits a huge sum of money. They assume they should just give it 
all away as they don't think they need it. 



○​ A friend who lives a sacrificial lifestyle comes to visit you. As you walk through 
Harpenden, they say they find it hard not to judge all those who seem to have 
so much stuff 

●​ What do you think God is saying to you through this passage? 
●​ What might make it hard for you to put it into practice/make progress? 
●​ Pray for each other 

 
 
 
 
 

19 May    Loh  Luke 16:1-15​ ​ The shrewd manager 
 

●​ How would you answer a 6-year old at church who asked you, 'What is money for?' 
●​ Read Luke 16:1-9 
●​ In pairs, retell the story 
●​ In what ways does Jesus want us to be like the manager? 
●​ How is our view of the future to shape how we use money? 
●​ Read Luke 16-10-15 
●​ In pairs, take either 10-12, 13, or 14-15. What perspective do these verses add to the 

point of the parable? 
●​ Go back to the 6-year old - how would you now answer the question from Luke 16? 
●​ How does this passage apply to: 

○​ Giving to the poor and hungry 
○​ Giving to gospel preaching 
○​ Giving to our friends 

●​ What struck you, and how might you change? 

 
 
 


	CCH Small group questions 
	Leader note: given the full service, the sermon will have been shorter (or at least I planned for it to be!) There will be plenty in the passage we didn’t really cover in great depth, so feel free to dive into those sections as you see fit. 
	1.​What are the specific commands given in chapter 3? How do these help us know what we are supposed to take from the passage? 
	Leader note: this passage is very full! You will need to be judicious as to what you cover. But certainly do think about drifting, and how to combat it. 
	●​How would you put 2:1-4 in your own words? 
	●​What do you think the main statement is in verses 1-3, and why? 
	●​In v5-14, why do you think the writer uses so many Old Testament passages? 
	●​What does this passage teach us about angels? 
	●​What would you say the overall concern of the writer is in chapter 1? What do they want us to believe about the Son? 
	●​How would you summarise the Psalm? 
	●​We are given so many reasons to praise God - are there any that particularly encourage you? 
	●​How do we see Jesus in the Psalm? 
	●​'Sing joyfully, play skilfully' - what is to be the difference between the two activities? 
	●​How loud should our singing be? Our music? What clues are there in the passage? 
	●​How do you think you personally might grow in your sung worship of Jesus? 
	●​If our Sundays together were increasingly like this Psalm, what would the impact be? 
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