Choosing to Serve a Mission
Blessings of Missionary Service

Prepare to study by listening to a hymn or song and saying a prayer. Create a note for this lesson in your
seminary notebook. As you study, write any questions you have and look for answers.

One way Heavenly Father blesses His children is through missionary work. He blesses missionaries as
they serve and teach people in their communities and around the world. He also blesses those who accept
the gospel message and receive the service offered by missionaries. This lesson can help you feel a desire
to serve the Lord as His missionary.

Study the Doctrine

Consider the image above and think about what experiences you have had with full-time missionaries.

Read the statement from the talk “Preaching the Gospel of Peace.” President Russell M. Nelson, and look
for what the Lord, through His prophet, is asking you to do. President Nelson also taught:

Dear young friends, you are each vital to the Lord. He has held you in reserve until now to help gather
Israel. Your decision to serve a mission, whether a proselyting or a service mission, will bless you and many
others. (Russell M. Nelson, “Preaching the Gospel of Peace,” Liahona, May 2022, 6-7)

Respond to the following questions:
*  Which parts of this statement are most meaningful to you? Why?

* What did President Nelson teach that could affect your desire to serve a mission?



https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2022/04/11nelson?lang=eng&para=p7-8#p7
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2022/04/11nelson?lang=eng&para=p7-8#p7

Complete the following activities that can help you understand the truth that "the Lord will bless you and
many others as you choose to serve as His missionary.”

Blessings of missionary service 1

The Lord and His prophets often make promises to those who share the gospel with others. Study the
following scripture passages and statement. As you study, mark the promised blessings the Lord can give
others through our missionary efforts.

¢ Doctrine and Covenants 31:3-8
¢ Doctrine and Covenants 50:22

President Russell M. Nelson taught:

Brothers and sisters, the gospel of Jesus Christ has never been needed more than it is today. Contention
violates everything the Savior stood for and taught. | love the Lord Jesus Christ and testify that His gospel
is the only enduring solution for peace. His gospel is a gospel of peace [see Doctrine and Covenants
27:16]. ...

All missionaries teach and testify of the Savior. The spiritual darkness in the world makes the light of Jesus
Christ needed more than ever. Everyone deserves the chance to know about the restored gospel of Jesus
Christ. Every person deserves to know where they can find the hope and peace that “[pass] all
understanding” [Philippians 4:7]. (Russell M. Nelson, “Preaching the Gospel of Peace,” Liahona, May 2022,
6-7)

Create a sacrament meeting talk outline or lesson for a youth class about the blessings you or a person you
know have received through missionary work.

Blessings of missionary service 2

The Lord and His prophets often make promises to those who share the gospel with others. Study the
following scripture passages and statement. As you study, mark the promised blessings the Lord can give
us for serving a mission.

¢ Doctrine and Covenants 4:1—4
¢ Doctrine and Covenants 15:6



* Doctrine and Covenants 18:14-16
Elder Marcus B. Nash of the Seventy taught:

Sharing the gospel kindles joy and hope in the souls of both giver and receiver. Truly, “how great shall be
your joy” [Doctrine and Covenants 18:15] as you share the gospel! Sharing the gospel is joy upon joy, hope
upon hope. ...

Choosing to not hold up the gospel light moves us to the shadows, where we are susceptible to temptation.
Importantly, the converse is true: choosing to hold up the gospel light brings us more fully into that light and
the protection it provides against temptation. What a tremendous blessing in today’s world! (Marcus B.
Nash, “Hold Up Your Light,” Liahona, Nov. 2021, 71-72)

Write about how one of the above scriptures or statement has helped increase your desire to serve the
Lord as a missionary.

Reflect and Connect

Share with me something you learned from this lesson. You could share:

* What you learned from the scriptures and words of prophets about the blessings of missionary work.

* The scripture or statement that has helped increase your desire to serve the Lord as a missionary.

* Any questions this lesson raised for you, how you are going to try to find answers to your questions,
and how your class can help.

» Anything else from this lesson that inspires you to be a better disciple of Jesus Christ.







