
 

 
UNIT THREE - European Enlightenment, Emancipation                                                           

and the Jewish Question (18th and 19th Centuries) 
  

 
  

 LESSON PLAN 7    The Jewish Question and the Rise of Zionism:                                                
From Crisis to Competing Visions 

  

 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 

1)​ Explain the meaning and historical roots of the “Jewish Question” 
2)​ Analyze why assimilation and emancipation failed to end antisemitism 
3)​ Describe Zionism as a response to modern Jewish insecurity 
4)​ Compare different Zionist visions for Jewish self-determination 
5)​ Evaluate how historical events shaped Zionist thought and action 

 
 
MATERIALS NEEDED: 
Sources 10-11 

 

ACTIVITIES:                                                                                                                                                                        

1) Introduction and Creative Warm-Up Activity (10 minutes)  
Activity: "Identity and Belonging” 
 
Students complete a quick identity map in their notebooks: 

●​ Culture 
●​ Religion 
●​ Nation 
●​ Language 
●​ Values 
●​  

Pair Share: 

●​ Which part of your identity feels most important? 
●​ What happens if society rejects one part of who you are? 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L6a2XydRjW7DrVh4O4SfXxvYkrTyWhgIlHkowFag9i4/edit?usp=sharing


 

Teacher Framing:                                                                                                                                                             
“In 19th-century Europe, Jews were promised equality - but were often rejected anyway. 
This tension became known as the Jewish Question. Today, we explore how Jews 
responded - and why Zionism emerged in more than one form.” 

 

2) Chavruta/Partner Text Study (10 minutes)                                                                                                         
 

Source 10: The Jewish Question                                                                                                                                    
Students read excerpts explaining: 

●​ Emancipation 
●​ Assimilation 
●​ Rising antisemitism 

 
Guiding Questions: 

1.​ What solutions were offered to the Jewish Question? 
2.​ Why did assimilation fail to protect Jews? 
3.​ What new conclusion were Jews beginning to reach?​

 
 

Source 11: Competing Zionist Responses                                                                                                             
Students read short excerpts from two contrasting thinkers: 

●​ Political Zionism (Herzl) 
●​ Cultural Zionism (Ahad Ha’am) 

 

Task:​
 Partners complete a simple comparison: 

1.​ What problem is being addressed? 
2.​ What solution is proposed? 
3.​ What is prioritized: safety, culture, dignity, or nationhood? 
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3) Class Discussion and and Analysis of Texts (10 minutes) 

Guided discussion: 

●​ Why did Jews begin to see their struggle as national, not just religious? 
●​ How did nationalism in Europe change the rules of belonging? 
●​ Why might different Jews need different solutions? 

 

Board Work:​
Create a concept map linking: 

Emancipation → Antisemitism → Jewish Question → Zionism → Multiple Visions 

 

4) Active Engagement Activities (15 minutes)                                                                                                         
Activity 1: Fishbowl Discussion: "Assimilation vs. Nationalism" (8 minutes)   
 
Instructions: 

●​ Set Up: 
-​ Arrange chairs in two concentric circles (an inner "fishbowl" for speakers and an 

outer circle for observers). 
-​ Select 6-8 students for the inner circle: half representing Assimilation advocates and 

the other half representing Zionism proponents. 
 

●​ Preparation (3 minutes): 
-​ Distribute guiding questions to help each side formulate their key points: 

-​ How does your solution address antisemitism and ensure Jewish survival? 
-​ What challenges or trade-offs does your approach present? 

-​ Encourage students to reference specific examples or arguments from the provided 
sources during their discussion. 

 
●​ Fishbowl Discussion (5 minutes): 
-​ Inner Circle: Students engage in a moderated discussion, presenting their 

perspectives and responding to each other’s arguments. 
-​ Outer Circle: Observers take notes, focusing on the strengths and weaknesses of 

each group’s arguments. 
 

●​ Observer Feedback (2 minutes): 
-​ After the discussion, observers share their notes: 

-​ Which arguments were most convincing? 
-​ What could each side have elaborated on further? 
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5) Active Engagement Activity 2:  "Assimilation or Zionism: Which Path Best Ensures 
the Future of the Jewish People?” (7 minutes) 

 
Instructions: 
 

1.​ Set Up (1 minute): 
 

-​ Arrange desks or chairs in two rows, facing each other, to create pairs of students. 
-​ Each pair will consist of one Assimilation Advocate and one Zionism Proponent. 

 
2.​ Preparation (3 minutes): 

 
-​ Provide each student with a short briefing card for their role: 

-​ Assimilation Advocate: Focus on integration into European society through 
education, cultural assimilation, and legal emancipation. 

-​ Zionism Proponent: Emphasize the importance of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine for self-determination and safety. 

 
-​ Students prepare their arguments using guiding questions: 

-​ How does your approach address antisemitism? 
-​ How does your solution provide long-term security for the Jewish people? 

 
3.​ Speed Dating Debate (5 minutes): 

 
-​ Each pair debates for 1 minute (30 seconds per student to present their argument). 
-​ At the 1-minute mark, students rotate to face a new partner. Repeat for multiple 

rounds, ensuring students hear different arguments. 
 

4.​ Reflection and Voting (1 minute): 
 

-​ After the final round, students return to their seats. 
-​ The teacher facilitates a class discussion where students share which arguments 

they found most compelling and why. 
-​ Conduct a class vote on whether Assimilation or Zionism seems like the better 

solution, based on the debates. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/11B4tkGhsF9WpRuKH5gnfa2Z4CHqR0w9e_CHJSOuw5fg/edit?usp=sharing


 

6) Reflection and Teacher Wrap-Up (5 minutes) 

Class Reflection:                                                                                                                                                               

Ask students: “What did you learn about the historical challenges faced by Jews in Europe? How 
do you think these challenges shaped the world today?” 

Teacher Summary:     

a.​ The Jewish Question emerged from failed emancipation                                                                             
b.​ Legal equality did not equal safety or belonging                                                                                           
c.​ Antisemitism persisted across Europe                                                                                                              
d.​ Zionism reframed Jewish identity as national                                                                                                  
e.​ Different Zionist thinkers offered different solutions                                                                                    
f.​ Together, these visions helped turn ideas into action 

 

Closing Thought:                                                                                                                                                              
“Zionism was not one answer — it was many answers to the same urgent question.” 

Exit Ticket:                                                                                                                                                                         
Students write a brief response to: "How did Zionism attempt to answer the Jewish 
Question, and why was this response different from previous solutions?" 

 

Further Learning: UED videos and educational resources 

1.​ Herzl: The Zionist Dream of a Jewish State 

2.​ What is Zionism? 
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https://unpacked.education/video/herzl-the-zionist-dream-of-a-jewish-state/?swpmtx=57535fe52d114aeb65b127fbf3b77cf0&swpmtxnonce=59ab561024
https://unpacked.education/video/what-is-zionism-2/?swpmtx=cdd22fa7c4f43e42a2789796769cd491&swpmtxnonce=8258cd30e5
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