
Bio: 
​ John Wesley Legg was the original owner of the Legg-England house, built in 1846, 
located at 8010 Rutledge Pike, Knoxville. The home served as an inn, tavern, and stagecoach 
stop — a key location because Rutledge Pike was a stagecoach route to Washington, D.C. When 
the Civil War came around, the home was passed to his daughter and her husband, Payne, and 
Mary Jane England. The house was rumored to be used as a hospital and a possible command 
post for either the Union or Confederate armies. No matter which it was, the family appears to be 
confederates, as a few of Legg’s sons were a part of a raid where they stole multiple horses from 
Union men. There is also the incident of William, Adam, and James being suspected of shooting 
George Majors near his country home in 1865. The motives for this murder were partially for 
money and political revenge. The financial aspect may have been fueled by their father’s issues 
with debt, as evidenced by a sheriff's sale of his property to John Tunnell. 
 
Research: 

-​ Built in 1846 for John Wesley Legg and the house served as an inn, tavern, and 
stagecoach stop. Great location because Rutledge Pike served as a stagecoach route to 
Washington D.C.  

-​ Address: 8010 Rutledge Pike, Knoxville, TN 37924 
-​ During the Civil war it was owned by his daughter and her husband, Payne and Mary 

Jane England (1836-1904). The house was rumored to be used as a hospital but I have not 
found any evidence to verify this.  

-​ John W. Legg’s sons were a part of a raid that stole multiple horses from union men. 
Three of them (William, Adam, and James Legg) were also suspected of murdering 
George Majors in 1865. George Majors was shot four times on his way to his country 
home 2 miles outside of Knoxville. Investigations led people to believe the motive for 
murder was partly money and partly political revenge  

-​ John W. Legg was involved with a sheriff’s sale which put up property for public auction 
to pay unpaid debts. From the article clipping he owed John Tunnell money.  

-​ https://www.utdailybeacon.com/life_and_culture/arts/loss-of-fragile-15-will-collapse-kno
xville-history/article_955ba868-3d66-5f5e-bf16-4e71bd613cf9.html 
 

 
 

https://www.utdailybeacon.com/life_and_culture/arts/loss-of-fragile-15-will-collapse-knoxville-history/article_955ba868-3d66-5f5e-bf16-4e71bd613cf9.html
https://www.utdailybeacon.com/life_and_culture/arts/loss-of-fragile-15-will-collapse-knoxville-history/article_955ba868-3d66-5f5e-bf16-4e71bd613cf9.html


 
Obituary for Payne and Mary England, 1904, Link 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/116842218/payne-england?_gl=1*qtusom*_gcl_au*NjIwMzU4MzU0LjE3NTcwNzgyMDI.*_ga*NDExNzk3MTAxLjE3NTcwNzgyMDQ.*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czBiMjQ4MTExLWE4MzgtNDg3OC1iNzlmLTNiNzFhM2ZmOTM2ZCRvMTEkZzEkdDE3NjIzNTQxMTckajU5JGwwJGgw#view-photo=287995512


 
Registers and Letter Received by the Commissioner of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 

Abandoned Lands, 1865-1872. Link 
 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/freedmens-bureau/record/fbs-1662423774659-1662425773335-0?destination=%2Fexplore%2Ffreedmens-bureau%2Fsearch%3Fedan_q%3D%2522my%2Bwife%2522%26edan_fq%255B0%255D%3D-p.nmaahc_fb.record_pub_number%253AM999%26page%3D122


 
Sheriff’s Sale, John Tunnel vs John W. Legg, 1865. Link 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/76160667/


 
Newspaper Clipping from the Knoxville Weekly Whig, 1865. Link 

 

https://newscomse.newspapers.com/image/76160689/?match=1&terms=%22George%20Majors%22&pqsid=hiIG4B0YqywHWdY8nHJOOA%3A663217%3A178983242


 
Reward for Capturing the murderer(s) of George Majors, 1865. Link 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/585804515/

