
 

 

1.​ Accessibility: The DOJ Title II rule prompted emails to faculty members to improve course 
accessibility scores. The deadline they have shared for this to be completed is April 2026.​
 

a.​ Faculty can reach out to us directly for help with their Canvas courses. 
b.​ Tammy Gardiner (tmgardin@central.uh.edu) and David Spears 

(dmspear2@Central.UH.EDU) from the Digital Accessibility Team in EOS encourage 
faculty to contact them for accessibility-related questions and one-on-one assistance. 
They can be reached via Teams or email. 

c.​ Canvas Accessibility Course for Instructors in Canvas. 
d.​ Learn to share PowerPoint presentations (PPT) and PDF files in Canvas using the 

Canvas Accessibility document. 
e.​ Development website for a guide on Accessibility: Creating Accessible Course Materials 

PPT. 
f.​ Essential resource: Image accessibility creator from ASU 

 
2.​ Course design: On March 26th, the provost's office announced the Simple Syllabus to all 

faculty via email and Canvas notifications. 
●​ Simple Syllabus is a centralized, template-driven platform that enables instructors to 

personalize and publish interactive class syllabi quickly. 
●​ Instructors are required to complete their syllabi four weeks before the course begins. 
●​ For instructions and information, visit the Instruction@UH - Simple Syllabus site or 

contact us. 
●​ For training on Simple Syllabus, please register at FDIS Calendar or view this Simple 

Syllabus Training Presentation. 
 

3.​ Instructional:  
a.​ Starting September 22, 2025 YouTube videos in Canvas may start to display ads, to 

combat this, instructors are being encouraged to use Canvas Studio to share YouTube 
links, as it comes with YouTube’s Player for Education, which boasts a secure, ad-free, 
student-safe video experience. 

b.​ Faculty will be able to request their courses by November. Please encourage them to 
keep the UH course request policy in mind. 

c.​ The Office 365 landing page has been updated to display the Microsoft 365 CoPilot 
homepage. Faculty can now either navigate to the “apps” section to access their office 
365 apps or bookmark and directly navigate to the list of apps. 
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https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WCET%20Webcasts&org=1741&lvl=100&ite=2843&lea=1107648&ctr=0&par=1
https://uh.edu/equal-opportunity/eir-accessibility/eira-faqs/
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/6660
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aariasr2_cougarnet_uh_edu/ESpr688MqOVGlJePAer6Ox8BVlc5um0MSDD0iDPVo3W9fQ
https://cssphhmi.nsm.uh.edu/faculty-development/files/Course-Accessibility.pptx
https://asuo-ai-labs.streamlit.app/Image_Accessibility
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/17897/modules#module_249681
https://eitapps.uh.edu/calendar?month=06&year=2025
https://uofh.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/NSMEducationalTechnologyAssistance/Ea8kIrUD7-hAumdsl9l2hJcBydhPGl81m6Yp2vyxJg66nA?e=fZxiKE
https://uofh.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/NSMEducationalTechnologyAssistance/Ea8kIrUD7-hAumdsl9l2hJcBydhPGl81m6Yp2vyxJg66nA?e=fZxiKE
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Resource-Documents/YouTube-Player-for-Education-FAQs/ta-p/651366
https://uh.edu/canvas/faculty/course-request-policy/
http://office.com/apps


d.​ The UH FDIS office has added faculty to some Canvas courses for faculty professional 
development: 

i.​ AI Basics for Instructors 
ii.​ Canvas Accessibility for Content Creators  
iii.​ Growing With Canvas  
iv.​ Instruction@UH Tutorials  

e.​ The next Canvas Overview is Monday, September 22nd, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm CST. 
Please join if you are interested in learning more about Canvas. Click on the link to 
register/join. FDIS Calendar 

f.​ CASA Exams Checklist: Please request faculty to follow the recommendations in the CASA 
Exam Checklist when setting up their exams. 

i.​ Required CASA and DART IP addresses (can be directly copied and pasted into 
Canvas): 129.7.99.13,129.7.253.187,129.7.140.59,129.7.140.54,129.7.55.43. 

ii.​ Faculty can also refer to the steps to create a Canvas Quiz for use at the CASA 
Testing Center. 
 

4.​ Event or Meeting support: 
We have seen an increase in meeting or event support requests and so wanted to share some 
updated guidelines: 

a.​ For Zoom Licenses, please email UIT at software@uh.edu  
b.​ For event support, we will be supporting the office of the Dean and Provost's events, 

and will be directing faculty to the departmental support for any additional requests. 
Thank you in advance for your support! 

c.​ For video recording requests, please let us know at least 48 hours before so that we 
can properly coordinate our resources.  ​
 

5.​ Listserv: The NSM-FACULTY listserv has been updated to reflect leadership changes. Dr. 
Gregory Dudley (New Dean) and Dr. Dan Wells (Former Dean) were added to ensure continuity 
in communications. 
 

6.​ AI:  
a.​ AI at UH: Explore AI research and programs at UH.  
b.​ AI for Education: Tips on using AI for education. 
c.​ AI Basics for Instructors: Canvas course. 
d.​ AI Basics for Students: Canvas course. 
e.​ Join the UH ChatGPT User Group and connect with the community! To become a member, 

search for "AI and ChatGPT User Group" in TEAMS or request an invitation at tyacosta@uh.edu.  

Reminders 

●​ Instructional: Canvas Integrations 
○​ Remember that all Canvas integrations need to be TXRAMP certified. 

 
●​ Instructional:  

○​ Canvas Faculty test environments:  
■​ uh.beta.instructure.com resets every week on Saturday evening. 
■​ uh.test.instructure.com resets every month on the 3rd Saturday in the evening. 
■​ Instructional: Instructors requesting course content from Blackboard request a 

Developmental and Special Course Shell Request Form.  

https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/7552
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/6660
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/12925
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/17897
https://eitapps.uh.edu/calendar/details/1962
https://ccs.casa.uh.edu/casa_info.html
https://ccs.casa.uh.edu/casa_info.html
https://uofh.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/NSMEducationalTechnologyAssistance/ERv_feK8cjBNhcTjmrejUCQBwTkiSPP7ByeE_chKkcwd8g?e=ixPczM
https://uofh.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/NSMEducationalTechnologyAssistance/ERv_feK8cjBNhcTjmrejUCQBwTkiSPP7ByeE_chKkcwd8g?e=ixPczM
mailto:software@uh.edu
https://uh.edu/ai/
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/ai-for-educators
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/7552
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/22665/external_tools/5423
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/22665/external_tools/5423
https://uh.edu/canvas/faculty/integrations/
https://uh.beta.instructure.com/
https://uh.test.instructure.com/
https://forms.office.com/r/YFe0LDNwR9


 
●​ Communications:  

○​ NSM-IT website templates 
●​ NSMIT Sharepoint site Template.  
●​ NSMIT Google site Template.  
●​ HTML Templates. 
●​ NSM Canvas course Templates​

 
●​ Communications: Listserv: The NSM mailing lists document includes some of the NSM mailing 

lists we help manage. If you need access to any of them, please contact our group.   
○​ Learn How to unsubscribe from a LISTSERV® list 1.mp4 

Faculty Resources​
 

●​ NSM-IT Canvas - Faculty Resources 
●​ Canvas info team to post questions and communicate with other instructors and support staff 
●​ NSM Canvas Faculty Resources | NSM Canvas course templates 
●​ Semester Resources  
●​ Faculty one-page resource 
●​ NSM Instructional Resources  
●​ UH Knowledge Base - Canvas version 
●​ UIT Office365 Support Hour (weekly Friday sessions 2-3 pm) 
●​ Faculty can post volunteer and paid research opportunities in the  NSM’s Research Portal.  

https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/nsm-it-website-templates
https://sites.google.com/cougarnet.uh.edu/researchgroupwebsitetemplate
https://uofh.sharepoint.com/sites/NSM-ITSharepointTemplate
https://sites.google.com/cougarnet.uh.edu/researchgroupwebsitetemplate
https://uofh.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/NSMIT/Etojc9nU6u5GsucpO4PmfHIBnSA-ooBwzJwXDMtnfJeMTA?e=hcVd3m
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/faq/canvas/organizing-a-canvas-course
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/nsmitdoc_cougarnet_uh_edu/Documents/nsmit_documents/NSM%20Mailing%20Lists%20-%20Listserv?csf=1&web=1&e=1tPdPg
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/aariasr2_cougarnet_uh_edu/EbQNS0ACKBdHvkVGBj3L17UBHEelfoFKsrW7bgc_bGTlZQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=HY4sF0&xsdata=MDV8MDF8fGFjN2I4ZmMyODlkZjQxMTYwYjI4MDhkYmQ0YmJhMGQ3fDE3MGJiYWJkYTJmMDRjOTBhZDRiMGU4ZjBmMGM0MjU5fDB8MHw2MzgzMzc2NzQ1MjU0Nzc2NzJ8VW5rbm93bnxWR1ZoYlhOVFpXTjFjbWwwZVZObGNuWnBZMlY4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazkwYUdWeUlpd2lWMVFpT2pFeGZRPT18MXxMMk5vWVhSekx6RTVPbVprWVdKbU56QmtPRFl5T0RSbE1EYzRabUkwWmpRM1ltWTRZamd4TVRnM1FIUm9jbVZoWkM1Mk1pOXRaWE56WVdkbGN5OHhOams0TVRjd05qVXhNRGN4fDg4MWE3YzZmOTcxYTQxNDdhOGM3MDhkYmQ0YmJhMGQ0fDIzYTU4MTA4MjQyMDQ3ODBhZjE0OWQyYTQ2Y2U4NGQw&sdata=eEhlTDlyL0dqQ0VMN1lqeDAwS0doMWl5RzFFckZiK005Vmd2d2FNanMydz0%3D&ovuser=170bbabd-a2f0-4c90-ad4b-0e8f0f0c4259%2Caariasr2%40CougarNet.UH.EDU
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/faq/canvas
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3a0R-fGiWY3vETBZ3SXyMnZTiUXUYSkbA3oI0RvoppZZg1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=e4793c5f-393f-48b3-8d2e-381dee76ed9f&tenantId=170bbabd-a2f0-4c90-ad4b-0e8f0f0c4259
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/faq/canvas
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/faq/canvas/organizing-a-canvas-course
https://sites.google.com/cougarnet.uh.edu/nsm-itfacultyqa/home#h.u71vp6xgkckf
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources/nsm-it-faculty-one-page-resource?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/nsm.uh.edu/nsmeduresources/faculty-resources
https://canvas.uh.edu/courses/17897
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19:meeting_NjUyZGIyOTMtMzAyMi00ZDMzLThmNTctYmM4YWEyZTdmMGRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22:%22170bbabd-a2f0-4c90-ad4b-0e8f0f0c4259%22%2c%22Oid%22:%2280cba826-7cf6-42c1-97eb-bd173290f608%22%7d
https://home.mynsm.uh.edu/records/research_instructions
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