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Song ngit Viét Anh

Ngii Gidc Bai & Quan Arlington, Virginia, dugc nhin tU trén cao trong mét anh tu liéu

khdng ghi ngdy thang. (Anh: Ivan Cholakov/Shutterstock) Hoa Ky

Pén bay gid, han la hoan toan rd rang rang cac Pai cong ty Ky thuat sé (Big Digital) n&i

tiéng nhat khong phai la cac cong ty thuan tdy tu nhan va hoat dong vi Igi nhuan. Nhu

t6i da lap luan trong cudn sach cé nhan dé “Google Archipelago: The Digital Gulag and
the Simulation of Freedom” (tam dich: “Quan Dao Google: Nha Tu Gulag* Ky Thuat S6

Va Su M6 Phong Clia Tu Do”), nhitng cong ty nay cling la cac bd may nha nudc, hoac cd
quan chinh phu, ddm nhan cac chiic nang cta nha nudc, gom cé kiém duyét, tuyén

truyén, va giam sat.


https://www.epochtimesviet.com/hoa-ky.html

Ba Katherine Boyle, “mot thanh vién hdp danh tai Andreessen Horowitz, ndi ba dau tu
vao cac cong ty thuc day su nang dong ciia My, bao gdm an ninh qudc gia, hang khong
vii tru va quéc phong, an toan cdng cdng, gia cu, gido duc, va cong nghiép,” dd ndi rang
“cac cong ty khdi nghiép vé cdng nghé da bat dau tiém quyén trach nhiém cua cac
chinh phu véi toc d6 chong mat.” Néu [doi v8i quy vi] diéu nay con chua rd rang, thi
nhiing tiét 6 gan day cia The Intercept rang cac quan chic chinh phii Hoa Ky ¢ quyén
truy cap vao mot cong thong tin dac biét ma qua d6 ho c6 thé truc ti€ép gan canh bao
cac bai dang trén Facebook va Instagram cling nhu yéu cau “bdép nghet hoac dan ap”

cac bai dang do sé chiing minh cho nghi van nay.

Ong Elon Musk ciing hifa hen s& cé nhiéu tiét 16 hgn nita vé su théng dong giiia Big
Tech va chinh phu, cu thé a trén Twitter. Dén thgi diém 6ng Musk tiép quan, Twitter da
hoat ddng nhu mot cdng cu ctia chinh phi do d6c dang diéu hanh, dap tat bat cu diéu
gi ma ché do nay cho la “thong tin sai léch” va “tin gid” vé bat ky van dé nao — chinh
sach quoc té va chién tranh, kinh té va suy thoai, dai dich va vaccine, chinh tri va bau
ct, nhitng muc tiéu cha gidi tinh anh toan cau, tham hoa bién déi khi hdu va cudc Dai

Tai Thiét dang dudc md ra ngay luc nay day.
Su ra ddi ctia cac Pai cong ty Cong nghé clia chinh phu

Theo mot bai bao gan day trén td American Conservative cta 6ng Wells King, giam doc
nghién cfu cta vién nghién cfu kinh té hoc theo phai bao ton truyén thong American
Compass, diéu nay khdng cé gi dang ngac nhién. Tac gid nay khang dinh rang ngay tu
dau Thung liing Silicon d& la nai chinh pht d6 cac ngudn tai trg [3n vao d6. Theo quan

diém cla tac gia, chi nhiing ngugi tuan tha “ch nghia nguyén ly thi trudng” (hay thi



trudng tu do) méi c6 thé khang dinh rang “su déi mdi, tién bo, va tang trudng nhu vay
la thanh qua dén tlf viéc chinh phi khdng kiém soét.” Dac biét, dng King khang dinh:

“Thung ling Silicon la san pham cda chinh sach cong tich cuc. Cac cong nghé then
chét trong thdi dai ki thuat sé clia chlng ta khdng phai [a nhiing su tinh ¢d may man
cua ‘déi m@i khéng can xin phép’ trong thi trugng ‘tu diéu tiét, ma la hanh déng cd chi

y va kéo dai cta chinh phu.”

Hoi ndm 1972, dng King l4p luan rang Cd quan Du &n Nghién c(fu Tan tién (ARPA), d3
trd thanh Cd quan quan ly cac Du an Nghién clftu Quéc phong Tan tién (DARPA), da tai
trg va chi thi phat trién moi thl, tr mach tich hgp dén bong ban dan silicon dén cac
giao thifc cho may dién toan dudgc két ndi mang. Khach hang chinh cua ho la Ngii Giac

Dai.

Gan day hon, nhu t6i d3 1ap ludn, ca Google lan Facebook déu nhan dudc nguén vén

khdi nghiép — truc ti€p hodc gian ti€p — tU cac c¢d quan tinh bao Hoa Ky. Trong trudng
hdp clia Facebook, nguon von khdi nghiép dén tur Palantir, Accel Partners, va Greylock
Partners. Nhitng nguon tai trg nay hoac nhan dudc tai trg tu hoac lién két chat ché véi

In-Q-Tel, cong ty dau tu von mao hiém thudc khu vuc tu nhan ctaa CIA.

Nam 1999, CIA da thanh lap In-Q-Tel dé tai trg cho cac cong ty khdi nghiép day trién
vong co thé tao ra cac cong nghé hitu ich cho cac cc quan tinh bao. Nhu nha phan tich
Jody Chudley ctia St. Paul Research da luu y, In-Q-Tel da tai trg cho Palantir, cong ty
khdi nghiép cua [ty phu] Peter Thiel, vao khoang nam 2004. Sau d6 cong ty Palantir da
tai trg cho Facebook. Nhu ky gia doc lap kiém cuu phdng vién VICE Nafeez Ahmed da
trinh bay hét slc chi tiét rang mai lién hé gilia Google vdi cong ddng tinh bdo va quan

ddi rat sdu sac. Ong Ahmed d3 cho thay rang cdc mai quan hé véi cdc quan chlic DARPA



da mang lai nguon von khdi nghiép va sau dé la nguén tai trg truc tiép ti cong dong
tinh bao (IC). IC da nhin thay tiém nang chua tung cé cta Internet trong viéc thu thap
dif liéu, va viéc dau cd vao cac cong cu tim kiém mdi noi cling la m6t cach then chét dé

thu thap dif liéu.
Co phai chinh phi da tao ra Internet?

Viét cho To chifc Gido duc Kinh té, 6ng Andrew P. Morriss ké mét cau chuyén khac vé
Internet. Nhu 6ng Morriss nhan thay, Internet cé chit giong v8i ARPANET do ARPA tai
trgd. Ong cho rang Internet la két qua cua trat tu tu phat, khéng phai su quan ly quan
liéu tu trén xuéng. Mac du chia sé thgi gian (time-sharing) va chuyén mach géi riéng
(private packet switching) thuc su da dudc phat trién thong qua su giam sat va tai trg
ctia Bd Quéc phong, nhung dng Morriss lap luan rang chinh pha d3 can trd viéc nghién

cliu va phat trién bang cach [4n &t hoat dong tu nhan.

Ong ndi: “Cac rao can phap ly déi véi viéc gia nhap, ch(t khong phai thiéu hoat dong

kinh doanh, d& lam cham nhiing no luc xay dung cac mang [udi tu nhan.”
Ong [4p ludn rang mang ludi tu nhan, USENET, la nguyén ban thuc su cta Internet.

Nhung 6ng Morriss nhugng bd cho chinh phti qua nhiéu, do d6 lam suy yéu lap luén

cua minh:

“Chac chan rang su san cd vé tién bac khéng rang budc clia cac ¢ quan qudc phong
lién bang da giiip nhitng ngudi tién phong vé mang & thai diém ban dau dé dang tap

trung vao cac chi tiét ky thuat trong cong viéc ctia ho han.”



VGi bang chiing vé ngudn tai trd khdi nghiép cta chinh phu, chiing ta c6 thé phai thua
nhan l3p ludn rang Internet ¢ thé da phat trién khac di, chdm hdn, hodc hoan toan
khong phat trién néu B6 Quoc phong khong tham gia ngay ti dau. C6 kha nang, nhiing
gi chliing ta goi la Internet sé trd thanh mot hé thong cac mang riéng, mét chudi thong
tin ca nhan it nhiéu dudc két noi véi nhau chi cap quyén truy cap cho nhitng ngudi

dung dugc chon.

Néu ding nhu vay, cac Dai cong ty Ky thuat so (Big Digital) sé khong phuc vu chinh pht
nhu hién tai ma thay vao dd, ho phuc vu ngugi dung ca nhan cta ho. Kiém duyét sé la
van dé cla cac chd sd hitu tu nhan quyét dinh ai ¢ thé |én tiéng va & dau. (Tat nhién,
day la trudng hdp rat pho bién ngay nay, ngoai tri viéc chinh phu cling quan tdm va cé
thé xac dinh nhiing gi dugc phép va nhiing gi khong dudc phép.) Cac Pai cong ty Cong
nghé Ky thuat so (Big Digital Tech) s& khong phai chiu dn chinh phu, va van dé ngon
luan sé khong bi Bo An ninh NGi dia quy dinh.

Dén thgi diém hién tai, Big Digital khong hoan toan tu nhan cling khong hoan toan
thudc chinh phu. Nhu Bao luat Khoa hoc va CHIPS gan day cho thay, Big Digital dai
dién cho ca |gi ich ca chinh ph [an tu nhan. Diéu nay khién hdu hét ngugi dung bi
mac ket gitia mot bén la ddng ¢ [gi nhuén va bén kia la mong muén gidm sat, kiém

duyét, va tuyén truyén cuta chinh phu. Diéu nay € ra c6 thé da khac roi.

(*) Gulag la cd quan chinh phu phu trach mang ludi cac trai lao dong cudng bic clia
Lién X6 dudc thanh lap theo |énh cta 6ng Vladimir Lenin, dat dén dinh cao dudi thai
ong Joseph Stalin cai tri tU 1930 dén dau nhitng nam 1950. Nhitng ngugi néi tiéng Anh
cling st dung tu “gulag” dé chi tat ca cac trai lao dong cudng buc & Lién X0, trong do ¢

cac trai trong thai ky hau Lenin.



Vién Mises, dugc thanh lap vao nam 1982, thic day viéc giang day va nghién clfu trong
trudng phai kinh té Ao, tu do ca nhan, lich st trung thuc va hoa binh quéc té, theo
truyén thong cua Ludwig von Mises va Murray N. Rothbard. Chlng t6i tim ki€m mot su
thay doi triét dé trong moi trudng tri thlc, tranh xa chi nghia thong ké va hudng téi
mot trat tu sé hitu tu nhan.

Tién si Michael Rectenwald, la cuu gido su' tai Dai hoc New York va la tac gia cua 11 cuén
sdch, trong do cé cuén “Beyond Woke” (“Trudc ldc Thic tinh), “The Google Archipelago”
(“Qudn ddo Google”) va “Springtime for Snowflakes” (“Mua xudn cho nhiing Béng

tuyét”).
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By now it should be perfectly clear that the most prominent Big Digital companies are
not strictly private, for-profit companies. As | argued in Google Archipelago, they are
also state apparatuses, or governmentalities, undertaking state functions, including

censorship, propaganda, and surveillance.

Katherine Boyle, “a general partner at Andreessen Horowitz where she invests in
companies that promote American dynamism, including national security, aerospace
and defense, public safety, housing, education, and industrials,” has suggested that
tech “startups have begun usurping the responsibilities of governments at
breathtaking pace.” If this wasn’t already obvious, The Intercept’s recent revelations
that US government officials have access to a special portal through which they can
directly flag Facebook and Instagram posts and request that the posts be “throttled or

suppressed” should put the question to rest.

More revelations about Big Tech-government collusion, specifically on Twitter, were

promised by Elon Musk. Until Musk’s takeover, and perhaps even since, Twitter has

operated as an instrument of the uniparty-run state, squelching whatever the regime
deems “misinformation” and “disinformation” about any number of
issues—international policy and warfare, economics and recession, pandemics and
vaccines, politics and elections, the goals of the global elites, climate change

catastrophism, and the Great Reset that is being ushered in as we speak.

The State’s Birthing of Big Tech

According to a recent article in the American Conservative by Wells King, the research

director at the conservative economics think tank American Compass, none of this

should come as a surprise. Silicon Valley, the author maintains, was from the start the
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spawn of big government funding. As the author sees it, only those who adhere to
“market fundamentalism” can maintain that such “innovation, progress, and growth

are the product of government’s absence.” In particular, King asserts:

Silicon Valley was the product of aggressive public policy. The key technologies of our
digital age were not the happy accidents of “permissionless innovation” in the

“self-regulating” market, but of deliberate and prolonged government action.

King argues that the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), which in 1972
became the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), funded and directed
the development of everything from integrated circuits to silicon transistors to the

protocols for networked computing. The primary customer was the Pentagon.

More recently, as | have argued, both Google and Facebook received start-up
capital—directly or indirectly—from US intelligence agencies. In the case of Facebook,

the startup capital came through Palantir, Accel Partners, and Greylock Partners. These

funding sources either received their funding from or were heavily involved in In-Q-Tel,

the CIA’s own private sector venture capital investment firm.

In 1999, the CIA created In-Q-Tel to fund promising start-ups that might create

technologies useful for intelligence agencies. As St. Paul Research analyst Jody
Chudley notes, In-Q-Tel funded Palantir, Peter Thiel’s startup firm, around 2004.
Planitir subsequently funded Facebook. As independent journalist and former VICE
reporter Nafeez Ahmed has detailed at great length, Google’s connections with the
intelligence community and military run deep. Ahmed shows that relationships with

DARPA officials yielded start-up funding and that direct funding from the intelligence
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community (IC) followed. The IC saw the internet’s unprecedented potential for data

collection, and the upstart search engine venture represented a key to gathering it.
Did the Government Create the Internet?

Writing for the Foundation for Economic Education, Andrew P. Morriss tells a different
story about the internet. As Morriss sees it, the internet bears little resemblance to the
ARPA-funded ARPANET. The internet, he suggests, is the result of spontaneous order,
not top-down bureaucratic administration. Although time-sharing and private packet
switching were indeed developed through Department of Defense funding and
supervision, Morriss argues that the government impeded research and development
by crowding out private activity. “Regulatory barriers to entry, not a lack of
entrepreneurial activity, slowed the efforts to build private networks.” The private

network, USENET, he argues, is the real progenitor of the internet.
But Morriss gives too much ground to the state, thus weakening his argument:

The availability of no-strings-attached federal defense dollars undoubtedly made it
easier for the early networking pioneers to concentrate on the technical details of their

work.

Given the evidence of government start-up funding, we may have to concede the
argument that the internet might have developed differently, more slowly, or not at all,
if the Defense Department had not been involved at the outset. Likely, what we know
as the internet would have become a system of private networks, a more or less
connected series of private information enclaves granting access only to select users.

Had that been the case, Big Digital firms would not serve the state as they do now but



rather their private users. Censorship would be a matter of private owners deciding
who could speak and where. (Of course, this is very much the case today, except that
the state also takes an interest and can determine what is allowed and what is not.) Big

Digital Tech would not be beholden to the state, and speech would not be regulated by
the Department of Homeland Security.

As it stands, Big Digital is neither all private nor all public. As the recent CHIPS and
Science Act shows, it represents both state and private interests. This leaves most
users trapped between the profit motive, on the one hand, and the surveillance,
censorship, and propaganda desiderata of the state, on the other. It could have been

otherwise.
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