CAHOKIN ~ CULTURE
We wonder how these peple Ined Wheve dd they sleep? What did they
eat? What lanquages did they speak? Did they play music and dance? Did
the chidren play games? How did they worship?

Ml these auestions are important to antivopoligists. Mthropologists are people
who think about the culfure pesple create and live within. (Remember the
auestion, "What wmakes 4 community?")

We can answer some of those auestions about the Cankians but ot others,
For instance, we dint veally know what lingquage they spike since we find

no exidence of it b@m@ written dowin.

But exdence dies help us answer other guestions. For example, we're pretty
sure Monks Mound was made, like the great cathedrals of Europe and the
pramids i Mrica, as part of the veligion of the Cakian people. Some
anthropobgists exen think that human sacrifices were performed there.
Those sacrifices might have been the veason their neighbors were angry
enugh that the Canldans fett the veed o buld the wall around their city.

When we searth through their trash, we find fish and deer bones, seeds,

and pots in which fo cok cormeal mush, These hints otfer about how they



cooked and what pesple ate.

Big stones shaped with flat blades were probably used fo dig up the dirt fo
plant seeds. So when we find those we can quess that many of the people

were farmers.

We dalso quess that sime of the Calukians weve considered big shits and
tthers were ot How do we know that? Kk few of the graves have lifs and
Iofs of stuff buried wih the body Most graves dont. So we can quess that
there were vich, important Canokians and many others who were in the

bwevr Classes.

What about the gaw\ae?

(nttp:/ /s ldncaidmounds com/historytm)

The carved stine you see in the fop picture is vow called a chunky shone.
You can see many chunky stones in the burial site in the picture below


http://www.kincaidmounds.com/history.htm

(nttp//ithiccastinglab com/gallery-pages/roviaugustmund T2 page lntm)

IF many chunky stones were buried with an important person, \ou can quess
fhat the chunky sfones were important

Put Wt were they used for?

Mthropologists quess that they were part of a game. Here's Wnat they did
someone would voll the stone hard on flab ground. Two players would fry fo
quess wheve the stone would stop and throw spears af that spat. The one
whose spear was thisest fo where the chunky stine stopped voling was the

winner.

What games b we have in which we fhvow ﬂqivxgs? What games b we


http://lithiccastinglab.com/gallery-pages/2001augustmound72page2.htm

have i whith we voll tings? Do we have any games in which we both ol
and throw things? How would you create a game like chunky to play on the
playground Lim quessing that it you fry this, you'l have fo do it without
making spears :

We ddnt even mention art yet, but art is 4 big part of anyine's culture.
Pow would you investigate Canokian art? Wit quesses could ou make about
the Caldan peple by oking at the art they made and enpyed? Tuen to 4
partner and make a list about what we could learn by looking at the artwork

of the Cankian people.

What can we learn by looking at Cabokdian actwork?
- the use of artwork

E- what kind of qds they worshipped

- What Was important 1o them

- What they loked lice (portraifs)

- how they played

- pictures of how they did work

- how the velign worked

- Wt they painted with (what matexials they used)

mpoctant to Canokian culture:



- houses (where they Iived) (Gracie, Nate, Justin)

- how they worshipped (Charlie, Syanne, Jayien)

- language

~ food

- how they played (v, Walleigh, Samantig)

- hunting, avt, music, exercise (Dylan, Ronnie, Sydney)

- how they learned

- leader, coleader, chiet (now dd they determine this? strengtih®) (Lyda,
Caleb, ain)

- tradng (no woney) (Wl &, Hanna, New)

= luman sacrifice (Mdam, Will W, Malachi)

- buitt a wal

- mounds (why did they buld these mounds if they ddnt e in them?)
(celsey, Luke, Mayg, Kenin)



