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WHAT TO DO IF YOU’VE BEEN
ARRESTED IN YORK REGION FOR
FAILING TO PROVIDE A SPECIMEN

Most people get surprised when they come to learn that the failure to provide a sample to a
police officer is a criminal offence under the Criminal Code. Refusal is considered a serious
criminal offence and is punishable with severe consequences. If the police suspect that you are
intoxicated while driving they will demand a breath, urine or blood sample and if you refuse this
demand you will be given a failure to provide a breath sample charge.

Failing to provide a specimen carries the same penalties as a standard DUI, which include
driving prohibition throughout the country, fine and a criminal record. Our firm employs some of
the most recognized DUI lawyers in York Region, Ontario and we believe in upholding your
safety and protection from all consequences arising out of a failure to provide charge.

FAILING TO PROVIDE A SPECIMEN IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE IN YORK REGION
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A failure to provide a breath sample DUI offence is considered a serious crime in York Region,
Ontario and is dealt with in the strictest manner. It becomes vital your York Region DUI lawyer to
prepare your case in such a way that the charges may be dropped by the Crown. The lawyer
may prepare a case based on the breath or blood samples and may try to challenge them in
court. However, if you fail to provide a specimen, this will not only get you charged with Refusal
but it will also weaken your defence.

YORK REGION POLICE PHYSICAL SOBRIETY TESTS AND FAILING TO PROVIDE A
SPECIMEN

If a York Region police officer reasonably suspects that you have impaired ability due to alcohol
and have driven a vehicle in the past three hours, he/she may ask you to do some physical
sobriety tests so that your coordination can be assessed. The physical sobriety tests may
include walking heel to toe or standing on one leg among others. Failing to provide a specimen
or refusal to do the physical sobriety test when demanded by the police will create grounds for
you to be charged with failure to provide a breath sample or specimen.

For a physical sobriety test, the police do not have to read you the Charter Rights such as your
right to contact a lawyer and they also don’t need to wait until you speak with your lawyer before
requiring you to take the test.
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