
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Minister Michel, 

I urge the Canadian government, and you as Federal Minister of Health, to 
legalize psychedelics for medical purposes and to create regulations governing 
medical access and use. 

The current legal pathways to medical psychedelics and psychedelic-assisted 
psychotherapy (Section 56 exemptions, clinical trials, and the Special Access 
Program) are inadequate and do not meet the needs of patients and healthcare 
professionals. 

Some patients wait more than 300 days for a response to their applications. 
Others never receive one. This is an unacceptable way to access healthcare, and 
no patient's request for compassionate care should be ignored. You can read 
about the challenges patients face in these articles: 

1.​ CBC: Terminal cancer patient denied magic mushrooms after Health 
Canada rule change 

2.​ The Sarnia Journal: Sarnia's Pete Pearson approved for death in weeks but 
denied therapy to help him live 

3.​ Toronto Star: These patients are considering MAiD. They say Canada has 
made it harder to access magic mushrooms, a treatment giving them 
reason to live 

Canadians living with end-of-life distress, depression, PTSD, substance use 
disorders, cluster headaches, and other conditions deserve access to legal 
psychedelic therapy, and the current pathways are failing them. 

Canadians in medical need should be able to see a physician or nurse 
practitioner involved in their care, be prescribed this treatment, and access 
regulated psychedelic products from Health Canada approved licensed dealers 
and trained healthcare professionals. 

The decision to access psychedelic-assisted therapy is a medical one. It 
belongs with healthcare providers, not administrators and politicians. Like 
access to medical cannabis and MAiD, access to psychedelic-assisted therapy 
is a constitutional right, and Section 7 Charter rights are currently being violated. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/psilocybin-health-canada-palliative-care-1.6365516
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/psilocybin-health-canada-palliative-care-1.6365516
https://www.thesarniajournal.ca/news/sarnias-pete-pearson-approved-for-death-in-weeks-but-denied-therapy-to-help-him-live-11697850
https://www.thesarniajournal.ca/news/sarnias-pete-pearson-approved-for-death-in-weeks-but-denied-therapy-to-help-him-live-11697850
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/these-patients-are-considering-maid-they-say-canada-has-made-it-harder-to-access-magic/article_7bd1936c-97b6-11ef-9fc8-07b22094dad5.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/these-patients-are-considering-maid-they-say-canada-has-made-it-harder-to-access-magic/article_7bd1936c-97b6-11ef-9fc8-07b22094dad5.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/these-patients-are-considering-maid-they-say-canada-has-made-it-harder-to-access-magic/article_7bd1936c-97b6-11ef-9fc8-07b22094dad5.html


As a Canadian, I am counting on you to: 

1.​ Commit to regulatory change so that access to psychedelic therapy for 
medical purposes becomes a safe and accessible treatment option for all 
Canadians in medical need. 

2.​ Support the two bills now before Parliament that would improve medical 
psilocybin access: Bill C-265 (MP Marcus Powlowski), which would reform 
the Special Access Program, and Bill C-286, "Thomas' Bill" (MP Corey 
Tochor), which would create a regulated prescribing pathway. 

3.​ Learn more by meeting with registered lobbyist and patient rights 
advocate Spencer Hawkswell. Email spencer@therapsil.ca (cc 
john@therapsil.ca) with the subject line "MP Meeting - Psychedelic 
Therapy." 

There is no time to waste. This issue is urgent. 

Thank you for your support. I look forward to your reply. 

Learn more about psychedelic therapy and why Canadians need access at 
therapsil.ca. 

Yours sincerely,​
[Your name] 

 

https://therapsil.ca/
https://therapsil.ca/

