Why a Referendum & 5 Demands Explained

What is a referendum?
A referendum is a vote in which every Middlebury student can participate. A referendum is a
powerful tool for expressing student body opinion and puts pressure on Middlebury

leadership to make the change we want.

This referendum will be held the week of November 10th.

Why is a referendum important?

® To pressure our campus officials to take concrete action to protect the rights of all
students, including the rights to free speech and assembly, and to not proactively work
with government agencies to infringe on these rights or to target students, no matter
their immigration status.

e To show support for students, faculty, and staft who are being targeted or punished for
the lawful exercise of their right to freedom of expression, including the right to protest.

® To protect all of our rights to peaceful expression of our beliefs.

® To show that your student body supports the rights of all people regardless of
immigration status, country of origin, refugee status, race, ethnicity, sex, gender
identity, sexual orientation, disability, or religious affiliation to live with dignity, safety,
and full enjoyment of their human rights without discrimination, including the rights

to life, freedom, education, and security.

What if a referendum draws negative attention to Middlebury and ends up hurting
our community?

As you can read below (under “The 5 Demands of this Referendum — Explained”), our
community is under attack no matter what. We might as well do something about it. This
referendum seeks to put in place measures to protect the most vulnerable members of our

community. Silence will not protect us — our biggest danger is anticipatory compliance.

Does whatever happens at Midd matter all that much in the grand scheme of things?
YES.



® Besides the simple fact that these are the lives of our friends and community members,
universities are on the frontlines of Trump’s attacks on free speech, people of color,
immigrants, LGBTQ+ communities, ALL OF US. While new executive orders and
statements from the White House are pushing schools to monitor and report
noncitizen students for their political views, universities and colleges have a

responsibility to defend their students, faculty, and staft who are under attack.

e Colleges and universities teach us to think critically, question authority, discuss
controversial ideas and dream of a better future — which is exactly why Trump is
targeting them. No matter what cause you’ve chosen to dedicate your time to — this
matters. Without safety and freedom of speech on campus, how can we learn about and

address all of the desperately urgent issues in today’s world?

Why community and collective action is important:

If we don’t fight for our rights, we will lose them. Throughout history, student-led protests
have driven major change, exposing injustice, demanding accountability, and inspiring hope for
a better future. Your action will show support for communities suffering in silence, wz//
influence the opinion of administration on the vitality of change, will provide accurate
information about civil liberties and freedoms, and wi// aid in passing a blueprint for the fight

to defend safety and civil liberties.

The 5 Demands of this Referendum — Explained:

1. Reject the Trump Administration’s “Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher

Education” outright as well as any similar proposal compromising the mission, values,

and independence of the College.

WHY NEEDED:


https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Compact-for-Academic-Excellence-in-Higher-Education-10.1.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Compact-for-Academic-Excellence-in-Higher-Education-10.1.pdf

Trump is demanding all colleges and Universities in the United States sign onto an
agreement pledging to crack down on opposing political ideologies and minority
communities. This “compact” demands universities comply to cap the number of
international students admitted and not consider factors like race or gender in hiring
nor admissions. It also paves way to shutting down various departmental studies such as
[but not limited to] gender studies and targeting people in the queer community by
requiring: “Institutions to commit to defining and otherwise interpreting ‘male,’
‘female,” ‘woman,’ and ‘man’ according to reproductive function and biological

processes.”

The compact was proposed on Oct. 1, 2025 to 9 universities [not including
Middlebury] but on Oct. 13, 2025 it was expanded to target ALL institutions for
higher education in the country. Some universities have already rejected the compact

and so can we!

Prohibit employees of the college from voluntarily providing information or assistance

in response to a request from federal authorities or out-of-state authorities that seeks—

a. to identify, or impose civil or criminal liability or other penalties, including
termination or reduction of grant funding, upon a person or entity based on
their participation in activities protected by the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution including assembly, petitioning, expression of viewpoints, and

speech;


https://time.com/7325448/trump-higher-education-universities-compact-dei-gender-academic-federal-funding/

b. to identify or apprehend a person in order to subject them to immigration
detention, removal or deportation proceedings; or to prosecute a person or
persons for offenses related to immigration status based on their participation in
activities protected by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution including

assembly, petitioning expression of viewpoints and speech; and

c. to investigate the sex or gender of a student, faculty, or staft member.

(This simply means that schools will not voluntarily share their resources — including
their staff’s time or the data they collect on students and faculty — with federal law
enforcement who are seeking to violate our civil rights or target members of our school

community based on their exercise of civil rights.)

WHY NEEDED:

In September, UC Berkeley handed over the names of 160 faculty members and
students to the Trump administration as part of an investigation into “alleged
antisemitic incidents”, a move scholars have likened to a “practice from the McCarthy
era”. The consequences of this compliance could be really terrible for a lot of people’s
lives, especially the most vulnerable members of our community. They can sufter a lot
of things, especially the international students, including deportation, expulsion, job
loss, harassment, surveillance. The message Berkley’s capitulation sends is that the
government can use accusations of antisemitism to target anyone who says things they

don’t like. We need to be proactive so this never happens at Middlebury.


https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/uc-berkeley-gives-160-names-antisemitism-probe-21043760.php

3. Provide Middlebury College community members with the resources they need to be
safe (including free, confidential legal consultation for Middlebury College students,
employees, and immediate family members on issues of immigration, and all assistance

needed to remain on campus legally).

WHY NEEDED:

Right now, Middlebury has only gone as far as providing people of the community
with a list of resources and legal aid they can refer to, but do not provide the financial
support that such resources demand. The cost of facing deportation order and/or to a
person's career are high. It is unjust to force anyone, much less members of our own

community, to bear the burden of this alone.

4. Revise Middlebury Handbook policy (including, but not limited to Section D.2. ID
Cards and Section B.2.b. General Conduct Policy) to require Middlebury officials to

provide proof of their own identity before demanding students present identification.

WHY NEEDED:

Currently, our Student Handbook B.2.b states that “Students are expected to identify
themselves by showing their Middlebury identification card upon request of
Middlebury officials.” With increased law enforcement presence in our communities, it
is only logical that students are not pressured into providing proof of identity without

knowing who is asking.


https://handbook.middlebury.edu/pages/i-policies-for-all/appropriate-use/id-cards/
https://handbook.middlebury.edu/pages/i-policies-for-all/appropriate-use/id-cards/
https://handbook.middlebury.edu/pages/i-policies-for-all/appropriate-use/id-cards/
https://handbook.middlebury.edu/pages/ii-ug-college-policies/ug-policies/res-life-conduct-policies/genl-cond-standards/

5. Make clear that pamphleting and social media use are not ‘demonstrations’ or ‘protests’

covered by the Middlebury Handbook, and as core expressions of free speech must be

free of restriction by the college.

WHY NEEDED:

Currently, students can face severe disciplinary measures for violating campus
demonstration and protest policy, but the handbook does not define what counts as a
demonstration or protest. This ambiguity exposes individuals to arbitrary disciplinary
action if their expression is retroactively labeled a “protest.” Pamphleting and social
media use are expressions of our First Amendment right to free speech and should be
protected at Middlebury College, not grounds for censorship and disciplinary action.
With freedom of expression on attack at the federal level, it is important to understand
and use our right to protest without fear of disciplinary action for violating campus

protest policies.


https://handbook.middlebury.edu/pages/i-policies-for-all/health-safety/demonst-protests/

