
Exploring 3 Definitions of Information Literacy 
Instructions: Read and annotate the definitions below. What do you notice? Are there any 
patterns or repetitions among the various definitions? Given these definitions, how would you 
define information literacy? In what ways do you feel competent in these literacies? What skills 
do you need to continue to develop? 
 
Syracuse University Librarian and Subject Specialist, Dr. Patrick Williams and the  
 
Patrick Willliams defines information literacy as: 
 
 “The ability to know when there is a need for information; to locate, identify, and 
evaluate information; and to effectively use that information for the problem at hand.” 
 
 
 
ACRL (Association of College & Research Libraries) defines literacy:

 
 
Kansas State University Anthropology Professor Michael Wesch, in his TED Talk 
“From Knowledgeable to Knowledge-able,” argues that information literacy is even more 
important in the digital age, and urges teachers to help students learn to use new technologies to: 
 

●​ find  
●​ sort  
●​ analyze 
●​ criticize 

and, ultimately,  
●​ create new information and knowledge.  


