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Rani Kelkar has never lied to her parents, until she meets Oliver. The 
same qualities that draw her in--his tattoos, his charisma, his passion 
for art--make him her mother's worst nightmare. They begin dating in 
secret, but when Oliver's troubled home life unravels, he starts to ask 
more of Rani than she knows how to give, desperately trying to fit 
into her world, no matter how high the cost. When a twist of fate 
leads Rani from Evanston, Illinois to Pune, India for a summer, she 
has a reckoning with herself--and what's really brewing beneath the 
surface of her first love. 

 

When teen social activist and history buff Kezi Smith is killed under 
mysterious circumstances after attending a social justice rally, her 
devastated sister Happi and their family are left reeling in the 
aftermath. As Kezi becomes another immortalized victim in the fight 
against police brutality, Happi begins to question the idealized way 
her sister is remembered. Perfect. Angelic. One of the good ones. 
Even as the phrase rings wrong in her mind--why are only certain 
people deemed worthy to be missed?--Happi and her sister Genny 
embark on a journey to honor Kezi in their own way, using an 
heirloom copy of The Negro Motorist Green Book as their guide. But 
there's a twist to Kezi's story that no one could've ever expected--one 
that will change everything all over again.  

 

Courtney Cooper and Jupiter Sanchez (Coop & Jupe!) have been 
next-door neighbors and best friends since they were 
seven-years-old. She's his partner-in-crime and other half. But lately, 
Cooper can't ignore he might want something more than friendship 
from Jupiter. When Rae Chin moves to town she can't believe how 
lucky she is to find Coop and Jupe. Being the new kid is usually 
synonymous with pariah, but around these two, she finally feels like 
she belongs. She's so grateful she wants to kiss him...and her. 
Jupiter has always liked girls. But when Rae starts dating Cooper, 
Jupe realizes that the only girl she ever really imagined by his side 
was her. 
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Moth, who lost her family in an accident, and Sani, who is battling 
ongoing depression, take a road trip that has them chasing ghosts 
and searching for ancestors, which helps them move forward in 
surprising, powerful and unforgettable ways. 

 

Noah and his best friend Walt want to become cool, make the 
baseball team, and win over Sam, the girl Noah has loved for years. 
When Noah finds old love letters, Walt hatches a plan to woo Sam. 
But as Noah's love life and Walt's baseball career begin, the letters 
alter everything.  

 

Aaron Stein used to think books were miracles. But not anymore. 
Even though he spends his days working in his family's secondhand 
bookstore, the only book Aaron can bear to read is one about the 
demise of the dinosaurs. It's a predicament he understands all too 
well, now that his brother and mom are gone and his friends have 
deserted him, leaving Aaron and his shambolic father alone in a 
moldering bookstore in a crusty mountain town where no one seems 
to read anymore.So when Aaron sees the opportunity to sell the 
store, he jumps at it, thinking this is the only way out. But he doesn't 
account for Chad, a "best life" bro with a wheelchair and way too 
much optimism, or the town's out-of-work lumberjacks taking on the 
failing shop as their pet project. And he certainly doesn't anticipate 
meeting Hannah, a beautiful, brave musician who might possibly be 
the kind of inevitable he's been waiting for.All of them will help Aaron 
to come to terms with what he's lost, what he's found, who he is, and 
who he wants to be, and show him that destruction doesn't inevitably 
lead to extinction; sometimes it leads to the creation of something 
entirely new. 
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Alma's life is a constant of halfways: She's half-Chinese, half-Jewish; 
her parents spend half the time fighting, and the other half silent; 
and, at thirteen, she's halfway through becoming a woman. Then 
comes the year when everything changes, and her life is overtaken 
by constant endings: friends move away, romances bloom and 
wither, her parents file for divorce, and just like that her childhood 
seems to be over. Among this world of confusing beginnings, 
middles, and endings, could there be a roadmap for Alma to truly find 
herself? 

 

Simone Garcia-Hampton is starting over at a new school, and this 
time things will be different. She's making real friends, making a 
name for herself as student director of Rent, and making a play for 
Miles, the guy who makes her melt every time he walks into a room. 
The last thing she wants is for word to get out that she's 
HIV-positive, because last time . . . well, last time things got ugly. 
Keeping her viral load under control is easy, but keeping her 
diagnosis under wraps is not so simple. As Simone and Miles start 
going out for real--shy kisses escalating into much more--she feels 
an uneasiness that goes beyond butterflies. She knows she has to 
tell him that she's positive, especially if sex is a possibility, but she's 
terrified of how he'll react! And then she finds an anonymous note in 
her locker: I know you have HIV. You have until Thanksgiving to stop 
hanging out with Miles. Or everyone else will know too. 

 

Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private school as 
someone who needs support, high school junior Jade would rather 
participate in the school's amazing Study Abroad program than join 
Women to Women, a mentorship program for at-risk girls. 
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Told in a series of vignettes from multiple viewpoints, Kekla 
Magoon's Light It Up is a powerful, layered story about injustice and 
strength--as well as an incredible follow-up to the highly acclaimed 
novel How It Went Down. 
 
A girl walks home from school. She's tall for her age. She's wearing 
her winter coat. Her headphones are in. She's hurrying. 
 
She never makes it home. 
 
In the aftermath, while law enforcement tries to justify the response, 
one fact remains: a police officer has shot and killed an unarmed 
thirteen-year-old girl. The community is thrown into upheaval, leading 
to unrest, a growing movement to protest the senseless taking of 
black lives, and the arrival of white supremacist counter 
demonstrators. 

 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school 
she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered 
when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon 
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a 
thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are 
taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug 
lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to 
know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive 
who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does--or does not--say 
could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 

 

"Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
seventeen-year-old college-bound Justyce McAllister struggles to 
face the reality of race relations today and how they are shaping him. 
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A lyrical novel about family and friendship from critically acclaimed 
author Benjamin Alire Saenz. 
 
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a 
know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the 
two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in 
common. But as the loners start spending time together, they 
discover that they share a special friendship--the kind that changes 
lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and 
Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and the 
kind of people they want to be. 

 

Inspired by the years he spent playing bass in a band himself, The 
Haters is Jesse Andrews road trip adventure about a trio of 
jazz-camp escapees who, against every realistic expectation, 
become a band. For Wes and his best friend, Corey, jazz camp turns 
out to be lame. It’s pretty much all dudes talking in Jazz Voice. But 
then they jam with Ash, a charismatic girl with an unusual sound, and 
the three just click. It’s three and a half hours of pure musical magic, 
and Ash makes a decision: They need to hit the road. Because the 
road, not summer camp, is where bands get good. Before Wes and 
Corey know it, they’re in Ash’s SUV heading south, and The Haters 
Summer of Hate Tour has begun. 

 

At Saint Francis Prep school in Mountain View, New Jersey, Mira, 
Jeremy, and Sebby come together as they struggle with romance, 
bullying, foster home and family problems, and mental health issues. 



Realistic Fiction Recommendations  

 

Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package 
with his name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several 
cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker--his classmate and 
crush--who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's voice 
tells him that there are thirteen reasons why she decided to end her 
life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out why. 
 
Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his 
guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and as he 
follows Hannah's recorded words throughout his town, what he 
discovers changes his life forever. 

 

Sixteen-year-old Willowdean wants to prove to everyone in her small 
Texas town that she is more than just a fat girl, so, while grappling 
with her feelings for a co-worker who is clearly attracted to her, Will 
and some other misfits prepare to compete in the beauty pageant 
her mother runs. 

 

Fifteen-year-old Janna Yusuf, a Flannery O'Connor-obsessed book 
nerd and the daughter of the only divorced mother at their mosque, 
tries to make sense of the events that follow when her best friend's 
cousin--a holy star in the Muslim community--attempts to assault her 
at the end of sophomore year. 
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Everyone has a reason to fear the boy with the gun... 
 
10:00 a.m.: The principal of Opportunity, Alabama's high school 
finishes her speech, welcoming the entire student body to a new 
semester and encouraging them to excel and achieve. 
10:02 a.m.: The students get up to leave the auditorium for their next 
class. 
10:03 a.m.:The auditorium doors won't open. 
10:05 a.m.: Someone starts shooting. 
 
Over the course of 54 minutes, four students must confront their 
greatest hopes, and darkest fears, as they come face-to-face with the 
boy with the gun. In a world where violence in schools is at an 
all-time high and school shootings are a horrifyingly common reality 
for teenagers, This Is Where It Ends is a rallying cry to end the gun 
violence epidemic for good. 

 

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial 
abnormalities and was not expected to survive, goes from being 
home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in 
Manhattan, which entails enduring the taunts and fear of his 
classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another student. 
 
 

 

Matt wears a black suit every day. No, not because his mom 
died--although she did, and it sucks. But he wears the suit for his gig 
at the local funeral home, which pays way better than the Cluck 
Bucket, and he needs the income since his dad can't handle the bills 
(or anything, really) on his own. So while Dad's snagging bottles of 
whiskey, Matt's snagging fifteen bucks an hour. Not bad. But 
everything else? Not good. Then Matt meets Lovey. Crazy name, and 
she's been through more crazy stuff than he can imagine. Yet Lovey 
never cries. She's tough. Really tough. Tough in the way Matt wishes 
he could be. Which is maybe why he's drawn to her, and definitely 
why he can't seem to shake her. Because there's nothing more 
hopeful than finding a person who understands your loneliness--and 
who can maybe even help take it away. 
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A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating 
effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school. 

 

Eden was always good at being good. Starting high school didn’t 
change who she was. But the night her brother’s best friend rapes 
her, Eden’s world capsizes. 
 
What was once simple, is now complex. What Eden once loved—who 
she once loved—she now hates. What she thought she knew to be 
true, is now lies. Nothing makes sense anymore, and she knows 
she’s supposed to tell someone what happened but she can’t. So she 
buries it instead. And she buries the way she used to be. 
 

 

In Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, sixteen-year-old half-Hindu/half-Parsi Zarin 
Wadia is the class troublemaker and top subject for the school 
rumor blogs, regularly leaving class to smoke cigarettes in cars with 
boys, but she also desperately wants to grow up and move out of her 
aunt and uncle's house, perhaps realizing too late that Porus, another 
non-Muslim Indian who risks deportation but remains devoted to 
Zarin, could help her escape. 



Realistic Fiction Recommendations  

 

Almost seventeen, Rani Patel appears to be a kick-ass Indian girl 
breaking cultural norms as a hip-hop performer in full effect. But in 
truth, she's a nerdy flat-chested nobody who lives with her Gujarati 
immigrant parents on the remote Hawaiian island of Moloka'i, 
isolated from her high school peers by the unsettling norms of Indian 
culture where "husband is God." Her parents' traditionally arranged 
marriage is a sham. Her dad turns to her for all his needs--even the 
intimate ones. When Rani catches him two-timing with a woman 
barely older than herself, she feels like a widow and, like widows in 
India are often made to do, she shaves off her hair. Her sexy bald 
head and hard-driving rhyming skills attract the attention of Mark, the 
hot older customer who frequents her parents' store and is closer in 
age to her dad than to her. Mark makes the moves on her and Rani 
goes with it. He leads Rani into 4eva Flowin', an underground hip hop 
crew--and into other things she's never done. Rani ignores the red 
flags. Her naive choices look like they will undo her but ultimately 
give her the chance to discover her strengths and restore the things 
she thought she'd lost, including her mother. 

 

Lulu Saad doesn't need your advice, thank you very much. She's got 
her three best friends and nothing can stop her from conquering the 
known world. Sure, for half a minute she thought she'd nearly 
drowned a cute guy at a party, but he was totally faking it. And fine, 
yes, she caused a scene during Ramadan. It's all under control. Ish. 
 
Except maybe this time she's done a little more damage than she 
realizes. And if Lulu can't find her way out of this mess soon, she'll 
have to do more than repair friendships, family alliances, and wet 
clothing. She'll have to go looking for herself. 

 


