The Development of Speech Sounds in Children
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Greenville County Schools - McLeod and Crowe Norms for Consonant Acquisition, 2020
(age at which 90% of children typically develop sounds)
It should be noted that lateralization during sound production is not developmental at any age.

Note: Age of acquisition represents the age at which 90% of children typically develop
the sound. There is a normal range of acquisition and some children acquire sounds
without treatment AFTER the ages listed. Incorrect production of a sound does not
conclusively indicate an impairment.

IDEA requires evidence of educational impact and demonstration of the

need for specially-designed instruction when teams consider potential
identification as a student with a speech-language disability.
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Greenville County Schools - McLeod and Crowe Norms for Consonant Acquisition, 2020
(age at which 30% of children typically develop sounds)
It should be noted that lateralization during sound production is not developmental at any age.

Mote: Age of acquisition represents the age at which 90% of children typically develop
the sound. There is a normal range of acquisition and some children acquire sounds
without treatment AFTER the ages listed. Incorrect production of a sound does not
conclusively indicate an impairment.

IDEA requires evidence of educational impact and demonstration of the
need for specially-designed instruction when teams consider potential

identification as a student with a speech-language disability.




