Overthrowing the Network State
with Coordi-Nations

Near the end of the Zuzalu gathering, we will convene for 2 weeks at the
Chedi Lustica Bay to explore commons-based approaches to digital
jurisdictions and new forms of sovereignties that might emerge as a
complement or as a supplement to existing nation states.

The event will be subdivided into two sub-events:

e May?-13 Internal Workshop (selected group of 20-30 people)
e May15-19 Public conference (open to the broader community)

During these 2 weeks, we will reflect upon the learnings and insights
that emerged from the Zuzalu community living together for two
months, in order to elaborate a theoretical and empirical framework
around existing ond potential post-Westphalion approaches to
sovereignty.

Importantly, this event will also serve the purpose of establishing a
community of practice. |deally, participants will continue to exchange
and support each other in their respective endeavors even aofter the
gathering, with a view to develop the key elements for a common
strategy towards the prototyping of new layers of sovereignties.

Background Material:

Overthrowing the Network State, The Blockchain Socialist podcast
Summaries and Insights from the OTNS podcast

Lightning talk on Coordi-Nations at Plurality Conference

Creating a Coordi-Nation (GreenPill episode)

Short article on Mutualism (Sara Horowitz)
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https://www.chedilusticabay.com/
https://theblockchainsocialist.com/category/podcast/overthrowing-the-network-state/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kC7pZ5Lpy7ZccaG80sc4O_YwuuVW4hatueJmpxltoVU/edit#heading=h.un8q93nnr3z1
https://youtu.be/RyObAHv777E?t=25562
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvSqUjvnXsA
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/the-mutualist-ethic-planting-the-saplings-for-the-tree-of-mutualism/

Working document on Coordi-Nations and Commu-Nations
Montevideo Convention - Wikipedia

Homework

Reflections: take a solid hour or so and reflect on these questions:

What does sovereignty mean to you

What is the thing you seek, when you seek sovereignty?

What does the State mean to you?

What is a nation, to you?

What is appealing (or not) for you about the network state
concept?

What experiences have you had that have made you feel
sovereignty— true sovereignty— in a group, or where you
encountered the challenges or limitations of sovereignty (small or
large groups, traditional or esoteric settings)?

What (if anything) do you think characterizes this moment in time,
such that new approaches to this cluster of concepts is
warranted? (nationality, sovereignty, the state, autonomy, etc.)

In your mind, what is the difference between a coordination and a
network state, if any.

Case Studies

Come up with 5 examples of projects that are striving for new
forms of autonomy, self-reliance, sovereignty, nationhood, or
related pursuits that you feel have insights or lessons for this
event.

Review the background material above.

Additional relevant readings:

Living at the Edges of Capitalism

East Timor - Networked Governance

Virtual Bahai world

Tamil Eelam

Anarchist coops, collectives, mutual aid networks created during the Spanish Civil War.
Coops and 'Red' Bologna involved in alternate public service provisioning in the cit
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TimmkfE2DCog1RVgyeo1AVOdEdGB_-I2ok2v0w10jvY/edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montevideo_Convention
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520287303/living-at-the-edges-of-capitalism
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt24h2jz
https://virtual-bahai-world.org/
https://www.ibs.it/eelam-online-tamil-diaspora-war-libro-inglese-maya-ranganathan/e/9781443826914
https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/gaston-leval-collectives-in-the-spanish-revolution
https://libcom.org/article/red-bologna-max-jaggi-roger-muller-and-sil-schmid

e Compiled bibliography of Network States related books

Reference docs

e H Communation
° Coordinations Taxonomy

Internal Workshop

Theory & Practice of Coordi-Nations

May 9 - May 14

Location:

Break-out Sessions: every day at 9-12pm & 2-Spm
e Board Room
e Tony's Bar
e Kiki's inside

Plenary Sessions: every day from 12-1pm & 5-6pm
e Dome
e Amphitheater (if good weather)

Format:

Extitutional workshop, gathering around 20 to 30 people, who commit to
participating for the whole week. Participants will include a mix of
thinkers, visionaries, and practitioners involved in the theorization,
conceptualisation or implementation of post-westphalion sovereign
communities, at the local and global level.

The workshop participants will be subdivided into 3 to 4 working groups
(depending on the number of participants). Each working group can
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TimmkfE2DCog1RVgyeo1AVOdEdGB_-I2ok2v0w10jvY/edit#
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aIez-MfTQ3doo1L4A8QpfwR41e26kg2zKHJhflBYeEo/edit#gid=956671205
https://github.com/fractastical/distributed-governance/blob/master/biblios/network_states.md

choose the specific format to adopt for their own sessions. There will be
plenary convenings (twice a day) where all participants gather back to
debrief and exchange their respective insights and ideas.

In the evening, we will hold discussions, debates, or philosophical salons
on specific topics, which will be open to the larger community.

May 8th: Welcome dinner @ Kiki Restaurant (21:00 - 23:00)

Tues May 9th - THEORY

10:00 - 10:30 Introduction, Presentations and Roadmap for the week
10:30 - 13:00 Theoretical and conceptual work on post-Westphalian sovereignty:
e “Network State” by Balaji (overview by Josh Davila)
e “‘Crack-up Capitalism” (oook overview by Morshed Mannan)
e ‘“Patchwork” by Curtis Yarvin (overview by Josh Davila)
e “Magisteria of the Commons" (overview by Michel Bauwens)
e “The sovereign Individual" (overview by Silke Noa)
e Jessy Kate (Everyday Lives of Sovereignty/Panarchy/The
Listening Society)
13:00 - 14:00 | LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 16:30 | Break-out session in Working Groups
e (1) Why are Coordi-Nations needed?

o Where: Kiki's (Spilja) outside next to the cave

o Steward: ZARINAH

o Current landscape of proposed frameworks and
their weakness. Why are Coordi-Nations needed?
Design requirements. What's o Coordi-Nation?
Distinctive & constitutive elements? Who do they
serve?

o Cf. Westphalian state (Montevideo Convention
criteria) (o) permanent population; (b) defined
territory; (c) government; (d) capacity to enter into
relations with the other states. Equivalent for
Coordi-nations?

e (2) General Typology

o  Where: Tony's Bar

o Steward: JOSH

o General Typology: the landscape of concepts
(Sovereignty, Nationhood, Statehood). Extrapolating
from Nations Stotes to online communities (via NS
and Coordi-Nations). Proposing a new understanding
of Sovereignty from a post-westphalian lens.

4

I

BLGZKCHAINGOV



16:30 - 17:30

Zuzalu Town Hall (Amphitheater)

17:30 - 18:30

Plenary session: Elaborate a definition of Coordi-Nations

Weds May 10th - EMPIRICAL

10:15 - 10:45 Lightning talks
Location: Boardroom
e FEveryday Lives of Sovereignty/Panarchy/The Listening
Society (Jessy Kate) 10min
e Coordination, Communations, ond other communitarion
dreams (Primavera) 15min
10:45 - 11:30 Short presentation of potential case studies:
. Location: Boardroom
15min each
Case study T: Rojava (Rose & Amir, or Josh) (Slides) Tony's Bar
Caose study 2: Unions, Coops, Collectives, Social Enterprise,
DAOs & Mutualism (Sara H.) (combine w/ HSC & EN? Z & JK)
Tony's Bar
Case study 3: Zuzalu (Laurence) Playbook Kiki's outside
Case study 4: Waorani in Ecuador (Noah) Tony's Bar (Notes)
Coordinations Taxonomy « take notes from the sessions in the
table
Others:
e Cose study 2: Prospera (Noah)
e Cose study 4: Haight Street Commons (Zarinah)
e Case study S: Cabin (Josh via zoom?)
e Cose study 8: United Planet Game (Anastasia)
e Case study 9: Garden of Life (Amnon & Matan)
e Case study 10: C in atowba, Sovereign Yidinji Government
(Morshed)
e Cose study 11: Ubuntu DNA framework: = Ubuntu DNA
11:30 - 14:00 Break-out session in Working Groups:
Location: see above
INCLUDING : Y
LUNCH e Comparative analysis of previous and current attempts at
implementing sovereign and post-westphalion communities
o Taxonomy mapping: Arraying the list of examples that
came up on Monday (and new ones that arise)
5
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aIez-MfTQ3doo1L4A8QpfwR41e26kg2zKHJhflBYeEo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YsamzaqAhThbH31dQQ1__9iytW_FWvidizdmcdWE4hM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.routledge.com/Panarchy-Political-Theories-of-Non-Territorial-States/Tucker-Bellis/p/book/9780815370598
https://gamma.app/docs/Sociocracy-for-a-Network-State-Alliance-xf3roey95ttl5ag
https://zuzalu.notion.site/Open-Source-Ops-Playbook-3e893df2a248496bb30720fc1518c3c6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1no8dqbLapmpvJrTQhcaxaWGNhz6HuExhvQxFqiySmb8/edit?usp=sharing

Plenary - debrief of the morning sessions

Location: Kiki’s outside in the back (downstairs)

Break-out session in Working Groups: Functional Analysis

Location: Kiki's outside in the back (downstairs)

e Governance challenges surrounding Exit / Voice / Loyalty /
Neglect: Exit-based governance and competition vs. new
layers of sovereignty and interdependence.

e Union coops and Social enterprise: Voice > Exit (Sara H.)

— why (or Jdo) we prefer voice based or commons based
governance?

14:00 - 15:00
15:00 - 17:00
17:00 - 18:00

Plenary: Pros & Cons of Exit- vs Commons-based Governance

Thu May 11th - PRACTICAL

10:00 - 10:30

Lightning talks:

e The role of the commons, and its practices and institutions,
in transitions historically (Michel Bauwens).

e POSTPONED: History of Montenegro and the downturn of
Yugoslavia (

12:00 - 14:00

Break-out session in Working Groups:

e WGT: Ontological work and mapping of concepts (Steward:
Jessy Kate) - Hotel bistro

Case 1: Eden (Steward: Kamara) -Board Room

Caose 2: Garden of Life (Steward: Amnon) - Chedi lounge

Case 3: Mutualist society (Steward: Sara) - Chedi lounge
Case 4: Global Unity (Steward: Eliott) - Spot

Case 5: Afropolitan

Question for each case
- What makes the project a proto-Coordi-Nation?
- What kind of institutional scaffolding is useful for this
project to advance? What are the distinctive features that
allow the project to advance?

14:30 - 15:30

Plenary session: Debrief and Discussion

Where: Boardroom
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15:30 - 17:00

Break-out session in Working Groups:

e Practical cookbook: Elaborate how to set up and manage a
Coordi-Nation, similar to Balaji's step-by-step process for
creating Network States.

What justice system does a coordination need?
Organizing from the ground up: What does that mean
practically? How is do we scale in a multi-layered way? e.g.
via stitching things together rather than by paring down
uniformity backed by serious capital

Relationships between Coordi-Nations and Nation States.
Landlord vs Tenants: How can Coordi-Nations support the
work of States, rather than escape from it?

e Relationship with Territorial component: Is that desirable,
necessary, meaningless?

e How can we support existing coordination efforts? What
resources or practices can we center in order to be allies?
How to, channel resources and build relationships ?

17:00 - 18:00

Plenary session: Practical cookbook, Coordi-Nation in 7 steps

18:00 - 19:00

Deep-dive into Rojava (Amir Taaki)

Fri May 12th - TECHNICAL

10:30 - 11:30 Lightning talks
- Ori:Ulazuz and Smart Treaties
- Josh: solidarity primitives
11:30 - 12:00 Break-out session in Working Groups:
1. Smart treaties (Chedi Lounge)
2. Full tech stack mapping (Spot lobby)
3. Capital structures & Hypercerts (Chedi Lounge)
4. Something something ontology (Chedi lounge upsairs)
e Required functionalities of a Coordi-Nation:
o Naming, identity, currency, census, taxation, public
services, etc.
e Technical specification of relevant tools necessary to ensure
the proper operations of these new sovereign communities.
m  DAO governance for shared treasure
12:00 - 15:00 | Break Out session 1
15:00 - 17:00 | Plenary session: debrief
7
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17:00 - 18:00

Planning the conference

Sat May 13th - EXTITUTIONAL THEORY

10:00 - 13:00 | Break-out session in Working Groups:
State as an Institution; Nation as an extitution
Coordi-Nation as an alternative institutional scaffolding to
support the agency of networked Nations, which transcend
political authority beyond geogrophical boundaries.

e Coordi-Nations as Exclosures ?

13:00 - 14:00 | LUNCH
14:00 - 17:00 | Break-out session in Working Groups:

e Delineate the skeleton & the meat of a Coordi-Nation, both
from an institutional (rules, technology, etc.) and extitutional
perspective (rituals, patterns of behaviors, etc)

17:00 - 18:00 | Plenary session: Next step and roadmap

Sun(?) May 14th - CONFERENCE PREPARATION

10:00 - 13:00 | Break-out session in Working Groups:
e FEach working group prepares the material for giving a
presentation of their work for the public conference
13:00 - 14:00 | LUNCH
14:00 - 17:00 | Break-out session in Working Groups:
e .. continued
17:00 - 18:00 | Plenary session: let's discuss the collective next steps !
19:00 - 22:00 | Celebrative Dinner @ Kiki
8
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Public Conference (Ol0)

Overthrowing the Network State

with Coordi-Nations

May 16 - May 17 (Dome)

May 14th (Sun): Coordi-Nations: A mutualist framework

18:30 - 20:00

Sara Horowitz
- Keynote: “Mutualism: coops, mutual aid & DAO’s"
- Open Discussion

May 16th (Tuesday): THEORY

09:30 - 10:00 (Extitutional) Introduction & Opening Ceremony
THEORY
10:00 - 10:30 - Panel: what are the underlying principle of “Network
State  Coordi-Nations” Desires, Needs, and
Opportunities (moderated by Jessy Kate + Primavera
De Filippi)
- Laurence lon, Janine, Manu, Noah Lee, Marine,
Nicole, llana, Juan Benet ?
10:30 - 11:00 - Critique of Network States as described by Balaji
(Josh + Ori)
11:00 - 11:45 - Keynote: “The Rise of Network State Coordi-Nations"
(Primavera)
- Why we need something different
9
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- What's the objective of Network Stote
coordi-nations?
- What are these?

11:45 - 12:30 - Definitions, Taxonomy and Criteria (JK + Sofiq)
- Coordinations within the landscape of reloted
concepts: Nationhood, Statehood, Sovereignty,
Autonomy & Agency...
- Recognizing proto-[Network State
Coordi-nations]
Lunch break
PRACTICAL
14:15 - 15:.00 Where are we now? Civilizational transitions and the role of
the commons in the new cosmo-local paradigm (M. Bauwens)
15:00 - 15:45 - Interfaces with existing institutions:
- Interface with the State (Primavera + Daniel
Knobelsdorf)
- Interface with the Market (Holke + Rob Knight)
- Interface with the Commons (Michel Bauwens +
David Casey)
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-BrriYuCYMStK3J7
d1pWh60ALoKHVZzZwHTZzJLPjiRMEY/edit?usp=sharing
15:45 - 16:30 - The Economics of Network State Coordi-nations:

- Network State Coordi-Nations as
Post-capitalist system (Ori )

- Mutualism and Solidarity (Josh + Oli)

- Funding Network State Coordi-Nations (Holke +
Scott)

May 17th (Wednesday): PRACTICE

09:30 - 10:00 (Extitutional) Synthesis of what we talked about yesterday
EMPIRICAL
10:00 - 10:30 Practical Cookbook:
how to build a Network State Coordi-Nation? (P. + JK)
10:30 - 12:30 Where are we going? [Anastasia]
10
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1l-BrrYuCYM5tK3J7d1pWh60ALoKHVzwHTzJbPjiRMEY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1l-BrrYuCYM5tK3J7d1pWh60ALoKHVzwHTzJbPjiRMEY/edit?usp=sharing

Mapping the space of proto-Network State Coordinations (4
x 15 mins panels)
o Intentional Communities: Genevieve Renoir + JK
+ Lou + Oli
Charter Cities (Prospera, Garden of Life, Eden)
Indigenous Self-Determination: Josh (Rojava/
Zapatistas), Chika (Afropolitan), Noah (Ecuador),
+JK
o Digital communities (Breadchain + Kernel + Gary
Sheng)

Are these already proto-Network State Coordi-Nations and how do
we help them become full Coordi-Nations ?

Lunch break

TECHNICAL

14:30 - 15:30

Blockchain Technology as an infrastructure for Network State
Coordi-Nations?

[Primaverq, Ori, Sofiq, Silke, Scott, Adrian Guerrerao, David/Bankless]

Technological guarantees: what does it provide?
Functional / Reg equivalence with the functions of the State
Self-determination tech to support new sovereignties

15:30 - 17:00

Technical Stack:
- Smart Treaties (Ori): means for interweaving
- |dentity & Citizenships (moderated by Sofiq)
- Scott Moore (Gitcoin passport)
- Guild.xyz (Raz)
- Manu Alzuru
- Alternative Justice system (Silke)

May 18th (Thursday): EXTITUTIONS

09:30 - 10:00 (Extitutional) Synthesis of what we talked about yesterday
EXTITUTIONAL THEORY

10:00 - 10:30 - Introduction to Extitutional Theory (P + J/K)

10:30 - 11:30 - Mapping Extitutional theory to Network State

Coordi-Nations:

11
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- Coordi-nations as institutional scaffolding for
supporting extitutional communities

11:30 - 12:30 - The Hyperstition of Network State Coordi-nations (P +
Louis + Scott + Yoseph)

- Introduction to Hypersition

- What is our Hyperstition for Coordi-Nations

- Lore & Narratives for memetic land-grabbing

Lunch break

TACTICS

14:30 - 15:30 - ZUZALU experiment as Coordi-Nation ? [moderated by us]
- Vitalik, NIcole, Janine, Laurence, Marine, Ilana

15:30 - 17:00 - Roadmap and next steps:

- The future of Zuzalu ©

- The future of the Cosmos with the advent of
coordi-nations.

- How do we get there ?

Public Conference (Ol0)

Overthrowing the Network State
with Coordi-Nations

MOy 15 - Moy 19 (Amphitheater or Dome)

May 15th: THEQORY: P DeFilippi, J-K Schingler

10:00 - 11:00 Reporting on the concept of post-Westphalian sovereignties
- Theoretical models and various legal and governance
fromeworks for post-Westphalion sovereignties

11:00 - 12:30 Panel with audience participation (fish-bowl format):
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- Conceptualising Sovereignty, Autonomy, Agency, etc.

Lunch break

14:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 17:00

Roundtable discussions:
e Challenges aond opportunities in our ottempts to
implement post-Westphalian sovereignties
e Dealing with plurinationalism ond the issues of
overlapping jurisdictions.

May 16th: EMPIRICAL: sitke Noaq, Liav Orgad, Matan Field, M. Bauwens

10:00 - 11:00 Reporting from the Working Groups:
- Comparative analysis of successful and unsuccessful
attempts at creating post-Westphaliaon communities
11:00 - 12:30 Fishbowl: Insights and lessons learned from empirical
studies. How not to replicate the some mistokes?
Lunch break
Roundtable discussions:
14:00 - 15:30 1. The role of the commons in transitions historically, and
evolution of States (Michel Bauwens).
15:30 - 17:00 2. Ostrom and communing in relation to unions, coops, faith,

social enterprise, DAOs and mutualism (Sara H.)

May 17th: PRACTICE: sara Horowitz, Josh Davila, Sofia Cossar

10:00 - 11:00 Reporting on practical steps for setting up a Coordi-Nation
- Practical Cookbook for creating a Coordi-Nation
11:00 - 12:30 Fishbowl: Ground up approach to multi-layer organizations: how
do we stitch things together rather than pare down uniformity
backed by serious capital ? (Sara H.)
Lunch break
Roundtable discussions:
14:00 - 15:30 1. Comparing the Network State with Coordi-Nations;
Mutualism versus Tribalism.
15:30 - 17:00 2. Are these olready proto-Coordi-Nations and how do we

help them become full Coordi-Nations ?

May 18th: TECHNICAL: ori Shimony, Holke Braommer, Oliver Sauter

13
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10:00 - 11:00 Reporting on the technical specifications necessary to
ensure the proper operations of a Coordi-Nation
1. Technical requirements for sovereign communities
11:00 - 12:30 Fishbowl: What does blockchain technology bring that is new?
Lunch break
Roundtable discussions:
14:00 - 15:30 1. State of the Art and technological gaps to be filled
15:30 - 17:00 2. Blockchain as a means to support new sovereignties:

challenges and opportunities

May 19th: ZUZALU HYPERSTITION: vitalik & co. 22

10:00 - 11:00

Reporting on the Zuzalu Experimentation:
- Success & challenges; Lesson learned and insights

11:00 - 12:30

Panel with audience participation (fish-bowl format):
-  How do we replicate / scale the experiment ?
- Upcoming strategic opportunities to experiment, share,
and advance our Coordi-Nation’s goals.

Lunch break

14:00 - 17:00

Roundtable: Strategy for memetic land-grabbing
1. What's a good hyperstition / lore for Coordi-Nations ?
2. Alternative memes, along with strotegies & tactics for
memetic warfare against the Network Staote.

Notes: Internal Workshop

Notes Day 1

Primavera: Presentation and introduction to the goal and structure of the workshop. As for
the deliverables, we aim to produce a wiki-like collective book done in a coordinated manner
responding to TNS with more academic rigor.

Josh: | have been doing a lot of research on the philosophical roots of TSN. It presents itself

as a libertarian solution, but it is exceptionally authoritarian and bad for those not at “the top.’

Sarah: | run the mutualist society. | come from a labor family. The thing that | am most
interested in is the pattern of how people set up democratic organizations.

14
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Elliot: Stewarding GlobalUnity.org. What | don’t resonate with from TNS is the pPerpetuation
of colonial mindsets. | am interested in taking a more bottom-up approach.

Nicholas Hu: We research on the interaction between decentralized communities and native
communities. | am based in Chiang Mai:

Laura: Community-building in Latin America. TNS recreates colonialists perspective.

Morshed: | work on the BlockchainGov project. What brings me into this event is developing
a sharper understanding of the type of coordination Coordi-Nations bring, and looking into
past or historical examples trying to develop alternatives to the State, including transnational
movements.

Zarinah: Based in The Bay area (US). Second Life is part of our community. Our hypothesis
is that people want to exit the market logic they are in and immerse themselves into a
commons-based way of living.

Gordon: artist and technologist. Decentralized in decentralized data and identity.

Amnon: in/out of the system. Living in many communities. Joined a community building a
village with hope of creating a template for living better lifes with good impact. Not yet
connected to blockchain. Leading the governance and economy of the community. Garden
of Life.

Matan: researching large-scale collaboration. DAOstack, focusing on the Common project:
platform for large-scale coordination.

Holke: political economist, previously working on open social innovation. Coordinations /
Extitutions as a new layer. NS risk of creating a parallel thing that creates inequality, rather
than thinking about co-existing with institutions and extitutions, creating a mesh that gets
added to what we have currently. Research scientist as PL, working on Hypercerts.

Joe Bavara: artist, community weaver. Leo’s Labs : artist container creating education
programs and hackathons using art for ecology. We have been experimenting with
decentralized systems (e.g., sociocracy). We thought we could use a system like TNS. |
want to use our imagination to create something new and address the weaknesses of TNS
proposal.

TaeJun (?):

Rob Knight: tech, sw engineer, startup founder. Interested in human coordinations at
different levels of scale and how technology can both disrupt and prevent that.

Michel Bauwens: | am from Belgium but | lived for 20 years in Thailand. P2p dynamics and
the commons as a way of organizing.
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Primavera: Research on the law and blockchain technology. Artists. My main interest at the
moment is figuring out local and global and cosmolocal ways of coordinations. TNS is
something | initially resonated too much and | got very disappointed with the book. | am
trying to combine my experience and research expertise.

Sofia Cossar: phd at blockchaingov. Danger of NS is the history. Interest in
blockchain-based identity systems and how they contribute to different types of citizens,
beyond the states, and across the state.

Raphael: run an investment fund ; interested in alternative governance structures. Current
model is inefficient, find different ways to coordinate.

Ori: design economy and governance system with smart contracts. dOrg (freelancer
collective using smart contracts to coordinate), DAO Drops. Main critique of the NS is the
word State, we can find better polity structures.

Silke: crypto-lawyer and researcher with blockchaingov. Research autonomous justices
frameworks. Currently researching how aspiring “network states” relate to legacy justice
systems or build new autonomous justice systems.

Eric: blockchain as a public good, especially for global south. Blockchain as opportunity for
global financial tool. Stability is key. Covid-19 gave an opportunity for people to work online
and stay in their home countries. Until Zuzalu, | didn’t know TNS was such a big state. | am
looking into what value | can contribute globally, regardless of where | come from. | am
speaking for the people who wish but cannot be speaking here, now.

Janine: From South Africa and based on Austin Texas. | am helping run Zuzalu. | am
excited to see this week come to life. TNS has become really prescriptive. | am keen on
explolring how to focus more on communities and coordination.

Marina: Interested in collective decision-making. Studied in The Netherlands.
Marine: Supporting the Zuzalu organization and building a new digital world.

Lori: system engineer apply game theory at scale, going from competition to positive-sum
games. Saw blockchain as a tech that would facilitate cooperative models at scale. Financial
and legal system today are not incentivized to support cooperative models. Committed to the
NS, chief-off-staff for gaming blockchain startups.

Liav: constitutional theorist. Dealing with related issues of NS, cloud communities, digital
sovereignties, more on the conceptual and theoretical level. Forthcoming book on digital
global e-citizenship: how u use blockchain to create self-sovereign identities, disconnected
from current infrastructure of citizenship.

JK: Come from Toronto and based in SF at The Embassy Network. | have been building
self-sovereign communities for around 20 years. All of the things we do involve rethinking
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institutions of solidarity (restorative justice). | have been working with indigenous groups. |
am a PhD candidate with Primavera on extitutional theory.

Scott: From Toronto and largely nomadic, with an interest in public goods funding, global

coordination, equitable governance, and subculture development. Co-founded Gitcoin, and
currently a steward of a number of related orgs like ENS, Optimism, Gnosis Safe.

Links to mentioned projects (please add missing ones):

o dOrg

o Blockchain Socialist

o Mutualist society (not sure about the link)

o Global Unity (Elliott)

o Second Life

o ProtocolLabs — summer 1-month co-living hackathon for public goods
(Oliver)

o P2P Wiki, https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/

o Reframe.xyz

o The Embassy Network

o MACI (Minimal anti collusion infrastructure)

o Gitcoin

Wifi Password: ZuzalulLustica2023

Josh Davila: Overview of Network States or why NS are silly

e Balaji is the author of the book. A VC. He was the CTO of Coinbase for a while. He has
been consistent for the past 10 years about Silicon Valley’s ultimate exit. The best part of
this exit is that the people who think this is “weird” won’t follow you there. This is
something necessary because the world is going to collapse.

e The proposal is very technocratic. Balaji doesn’t really understand what the word
“network” really means or presents it in a confusing way.

e Definition of TNS: a highly aligned online community with a capacity for collective action
that crowdfunds territory around the world and eventually gains diplomatic recognition
from pre-existing states.

e “Moral innovation”, “recognized founder”, “in-person level of civility”, “on-chain
census’, “real-estate footprint”, “diplomatic recognition.”

e You need to have the capital and resources to start a NS.
An important aspect is that TNS needs to have a physical presence and obtain
diplomatic recognition.

e Diplomatic recognition in order to acquire ‘state sovereignty’, although it can just
mean having a limited amount of sovereignty, such as deregulated zone, or charter
cities.
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https://www.dorg.tech/
https://theblockchainsocialist.com/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2021-08-11/why-mutualism-and-not-communism/
http://www.globalunity.org
https://protocol.ai/
https://github.com/privacy-scaling-explorations/maci
https://gitcoin.co/

Recognized founder.
Recipe step-by-step:

o Found a startup society (tech-heavy city or place, that is predicated on
startups). Assumption that the tech startup is the ultimate organisation form,
this is how we should mold everything else.

o Organize into a group capable of collective action: if you don’t have the
money, you have the people - although it’s still predicated on capital.

o Build trust offline and a crypto-economy online. You need your own currency.
Not much about governance (mention DAOs just twice), except for the
root-access that can cancel your access: very dictatorial and authoritarian
Crowdfund physical nodes
Digitally connect physical communities
Conduct an on-chain census, in order to have a clear understanding how
who’s part of it

o Gain diplomatic recognition: we need to create states to destroy states.
Non-radical radical call to action: use the tool we dislike in order to fix the
problem.

The only way NS can exist is through neocolonialism.
Pokemon evolution framework to get to TNS:

o 1. startup society,

o 2. you move to a network union (more coheren group of people) and

o 3. that evolves into a Network State wich starts a revolution.

e He critiques the State from a conservative libertarian view. He is proposing a very
technocratic solution but he is critiquing the elitism of the state.

Silke: Balaji updates the document quite frequently. It's hard to keep up with the changes.

Puja: | don’t think he is a libertarian, he thinks they are naive in terms of war, guns, etc.
Libertarians are an easy “target.” He is not against regulations per se, but who is making the
rules. He is catering to corporate libertarianism but | think it is just fascism.

Josh:

e He has this theory of the Leviathans: God and religion made people not want to Kill
each other, but now the State has taken over the role of religion. Networks are forces
to move men to act pro-socially, but he is very unclear about what it means.

e A lot of the framework in the book is predicated on American warfare mindset. He
mentions the “tripolar moment: Woke Capital + Communist Capital + Crypto Capital.
He sets up a framework for people (authoritarian, libertarian, economic left, economic
right). According to him everything is capital, but that is not a Leviathan.

Silke: Balaji relies on the Sovereign Individual, where capital is equal to power. The notions
are used interchangeably.

Josh: Other things to note

e Little mention of DAOs
e No mention of governance

18 5

BLEZKCHAINGOV



Very focused on Bitcoin
Cites alt-right figures
No interrogation of capital
No mention of how to gain diplomatic recognition
Préspera
o Laurence: On Prospera, they agreed to pay 1% corporate taxes. They never
tried to get sovereignty. The government has a control on criminal law.
o Silke: Honduras changed its mind and had a change in government and
doesn’t want to give the concessions they originally gave.
Start ups declaring themselves Network States.

Liav: Does Balaji mention The State at all? Because it does not sound like he is referring to
The State.

Morshed: Balaji offers a seies of step from a startup society into a NS and relies on gaining
diplomatic recognition from other pre-existing states.

Primavera: He makes it clear that the ultimate goal of TNS is to become state-like.
Speaker: It is naive that the outcome is state-like. If you want to enable any network union
or community, it is not as naive (you don’t require having sovereignty in a piece of land nor

does it require diplomatic recognition).

Josh: What | am skeptical about is that it won’t be anything collective. He says that the NS
is catering to non-Americans but it is based on American warfare narrative.

Speaker: Do we want to occupy the meme or create a new one?
Primavera: The problem is that the meme has the word “state” in it.

JK: There is a question on the politics from which the idea has emerged and another
question on the structure of the proposal.

Speaker: We should look into the past, present, and future.

Morshed: Presentation of Crack-up Capitalism

It provides a history of zones (special economic zones, free ports, all the way to charter
cities). He uses the term “zones” for the perforations capitalism makes into territories with no
democratic oversight. Therea 5k zones in the world. A zone is an enclave carved out of a
nation where dictators make their own rules. These zones start small but can become a
model for new ways of organization. The zone has no check-and-balances, it has no positive

conception of rights.
- First Chapter: Hong Kong as an example of the zone, an example Friedman loved.
HK was able to secure capital freedom without securing votes. HK was able to do it
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because of HK entrepreneurs and the CCP having a shared interest. What resulted
from this is that despite having enormous economic groth, the people from HK
became expectators of their own fate.

He talks about how models that were first developed in HK was exported outside
(abolishing inheritance welfare, budget with small social expenditure, etc.)

He talks about how the city of London tries to become a “zone” itself.

He talks about South Africa. One thing in the 70s proposed by the Apartheid in SA
was that we needed centralization instead of democracy - we need to create
homelands based on the idea that certain populations belonged to certain lands. This
was interestingly based on a model created in Bangladesh and Pakistan of one
country that does not share a border but it is still one country. South Africa
recognized 4 new nations through which black SA were made citizens of this
“artificial countries.” The idea was to make SA progressively whiter.

The idea was that every person in SA would not have 1 citizenship but multiple ones
at many levels. You would have 1 person with many votes. The role of the central
government was just to enforce property rights. While there was freedom of
movement, there was no freedom of citizenship (a black person could work at a white
canton but not to become a member of it).

Regarding the Metaverse: There are 3 main critiques:

1. A lot of people that talk about Cloud Communities forget that the Internet is
maintained by governments, public institutions and a whole materiality that is
forgotten.

2. The resource demand that these NS ideas have that care externalities not
compensated for (not limited to energy).

3. Balaji buys into the “frontier myth” (a frontier we need to conquer). What this
means is that this frontier imposes violence against local communities and
land grabbing.

Lori: The Internet was indeed set up with public funding.

20

h: Pr ntation on the Patchwork k

Mencius Moldbug was a popular blog about technology in a neoreactionary way.
Yarvin is a dev who developed this blog. He founded Orbit. He is considered the
father of dark enlightenment. Some people consider him a neo-fascist. For him, he is
not fascist but “super capitalist” (corporate power as the power organizing society).
He created the term Neocameralism - the State is a business who owns a country. Its
head of state or “CEQ” is an executive appointment.
He supports authoritarianism.
Dark Enlightment:

- Against the cathedral (i.e. gov, media, academic elite)

- Anti egalitarian (belief in traditional sex roles and natural hierarchy) + race

“realist”

- Anti-democratic (pro-monarchist)

Inspired by thomas carlysle (racist historian)
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https://www.google.com/search?q=frontier+myth&oq=frontier+myth&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i512l7j0i390i650l2.788j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

e Similar to Balaji's talks - Balaji is preaching something similar to the patchwork, but
present it in a more politically correct manner.
Explicit for-profit corporate state (as opposed to implicit in NS)
Explicit imperialism / colonialism (implicit in NS)
Openly reactionary (versus reactionary framework)
Anti-democratic, exit only, no voice (NS mention no governance, only talks
about exit)
o Pro-monarchy / tech elitism
e Startup society = corporate control of a state

o O O O

Silke: There is no mention of governance so you cannot assume that it is fascist.
Michel: | disagree that they are fascist. They are libertarian.

Speaker: It is productive to separate a few things. One thing is TNS under Balaji's view and
Vitalik’s view. And another question on whether we need a State with the monopoly of
violence. You can still design an alternative to the State that is not Balaji’s proposal.

Primavera: Independently of what the author is trying to inject, it is interesting to explore
what are the pros and cons of each framework.

Sarah: The conservative movement brought up the idea of the Mont Pelerin Society. A
problem with Patchwork and TNS is that no one is wondering who is going to pay for the
technology who is bringing the technologists in? Who will be funding these initiatives or how
would the commons be governed?

JK: One thing is naming “influences” conversations, which is quite different to the structural
implications on the actual technical proposals, and then there are internal governance
conversations to be had.

Desire to separate:

1. What influences/sources do they draw upon vs. (influences)
2. What politics are deterministically implied by the basic proposal (structural
implications)

3. What governance do they want within TNS. (internal politics)

Sofia: There is another missing conversation on the functions these modes of organization
will play.

SILKE’s The Sovereign Individual

e Published in 1996 and republished in 1999 and republished in 2020 without any
changes.

e This is a foundational book to TNS (also considered a libertarian and sometimes
even alt-right bible).
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The aim of the book is to predict the impact of the Information Revolution, whereby
their predictions center around self-ownership and the Individual's independence
from the State. The book forecast the end of nation-states.
The focus is on the rise of the internet, cyberspace, digital currency, self-ownership,
decentralization away from the state.
Technique: They analyze the Industrial Revolution and then try to map that onto the
Information Revolution. The predictions are predicated on the monopoly on violence
of states and how it is fading.
The main concept to understand in the book is how the monopoly of violence in
hands of the state is fading.
Borrows the concept from Charles Tiebout 1956 on “Competitive Economic Clubs.”
“Competitive Territorial Clubs”
With the information revolution, governments grip on the monopoly on violence is
fading.
The diplomatic recognition concept Balaji relies on is also alluded to in this book, e.g.
it refers of the Knights of Malta.

o Simplistic and naive term of what diplomatic recognition means.
Predicts cryptocurrencies
“Genius will be unleashed, freed from both the oppression of government and the
drags of racial and ethnic prejudice. In the Information Society, no one who is truly
able will be detained by the ill-formed opinions of others. It will not matter what most
of the people on earth might think of your race, your looks, your age, your sexual
proclivities, or the way you wear your hair. In the cybereconomy, they will never see
you. The ugly, the fat, the old, the disabled will vie with the young and beautiful on
equal terms in utterly color-blind anonymity on the new frontiers of cyberspace.”
“New technologies will allow the holders of wealth to bypass the national monopolies
that have issued and regulated money in the modern period. [...] Their importance for
controlling the world's wealth will be transcended by mathematical algorithms that
have no physical existence. In the new millennium, cybermoney controlled by private
markets will supersede fiat money issued by governments. Only the poor will be
victims of inflation and ensuing collapses into deflation that are consequences of the
artificial leverage which fiat money injects into the economy.”

Michel Bauwens - Pr ntation on the “Magisteria of th mmons”

22

| am going to talk about books | rewrote in the p2p foundation:
o Network society: global vs local, for profit vs for benefit.
o P2P the commons manifesto: a few preliminary concepts that we use
m The pulsation of the commons: based on readings on a number of
macro-historian. The basic idea is that societies are cyclical, they have
ascending and descending phases. In the ascending phase the
extractive industries are predominant and the commons decline, and
in the descending phases people go back to the commons creating a
new ground for extractivism.
e Capitalism is the only economic mode of production that has
fought the commons this hard.
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e There is a way to look at society as a competition of between
coordination systems: state oriented, market-oriented.

e We now have a third coordination system called stigmergy [the
blockchain, open-source systems coordinating massive
amounts of collaboration.

e We are moving from capitalism understood by Marx into
capitalism understood by Proudhon.

e End of Roman Empire | Collapse of the Middle Ages | Modern
Times.

e We introduced the notion of cosmolocalism: tech is in place to implement a
new model everything that is heavy is local, and everything is light is global
and shared. Open source mode (distributed production locally oriented with
protocol coops, that do not own the production or command the production
but they guide the production).

o Book: The Cosmolocal Reader with 40 cases of cosmolocal
production.

Currently we have:

1.

2
°
°

International state system

Transnational capital system

That means we cannot make changes at the Nation State level alone.
Cosmolocalism relocalizes production. You can do economies of scale (we produce
cheaper but we deplete the resources) or economies of scope (do more of the same:
circular, biodegradable matter, etc.)

If we want to change anything today, we need to build new institutions - The
Magisteria of The Commons.

We cannot abolish the State but map institutions in a regenerative way.

Can we create translocal transnational institutions?

Tuesday Workshop Group 1: Why are Coordi-Nations needed?

Prompt: Current landscape of proposed frameworks and their weakness. Why are
Coordi-Nations needed? Design requirements. What's a Coordi-Nation? Distinctive &
constitutive elements? Who do they serve?

#1 Problems and challenges: Why are Coordi-Nations needed? What are the
problems and challenges that concepts like the Network State and Coordi-Nations
aim at solving?

Meta 1. Nation States engage in coercive actions that are perceived as
illegitimate

a) Coercive exclusionary membership rules

23

- We don't get to choose our nation states
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- International relations are zero-sum, borders as a result are battle
grounds, ‘multiloteralism is dead’ - you can't often belong to more
than one nation-state (?)

b) Insufficient direct participation in decision-making

c) Forced financing of the competitive behaviours of states (be it waging
war, inflating their own currency, etc))

Meta 2: Nation States engage in actions perceived as inefficient

a) The current nation states system is unable to solve global challenges
efficiently (e.g., climate change) - (multipolar traps)

b) Institutional inertia of current stotes that slows down necessary
innovation to solve challenges of today (on a national and international
level)

Meta 3: Nation states fail at ensuring decent levels of diversity, cohesion, and
loyalty

a) Lack of sense of belonging

Meta 4: The information and communication revolution created new
opportunities for coordination and governance that we should explore

a) There are new opportunities for agency

b) This doesnt necessarily go against current states, but they aren't
exploring these opportunities. So let's help them explore these new
opportunities. There is, however, a chance that what emerges conflicts
with the current system

Personal Critiques

Born into abstract and arbitrary territorial enclosure that separates us from
others

Half my tax dollar funds defense contracts

Nation is a BS artifact that is sucking up value

After RR wholesale redistribution, the capital markets were changed, by 1984
systemticlly gone. Commons & solidarity orgs have the balancing power.

Rough /untethered notes
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Why don't we see climate victims self organized as a network state, why is it just
elites?
Are we rejecting old institutions or valuing those and

What can networked communities solve/provide? (Principles - What do we
want?)

New common goals & common values

Belonging & a shared identity

Some co-created value

Lack of arbitrary restrictions to rights and freedoms (including freedom
of movement)

Global provisioning of public resources

Self-sufficient modes of production (to get to self sovereignty)

More fair and empowering modes of production

Diverse and inclusive membership

New hegemonies

Participatory decision making

Shared /common resources

Organizing structure for the needs - problems and opportunities - to innovate
on current nation state systems and the network state paradigm:

e Global coordination (solve for multi-polar traps)
e Proliferation of coordination structures
o — competition — effectivity
o - choice, sovereignty, agency —» engagement
o — align with value systems — individual resonance — engagement

High-level (not MECE):

- Increased need for coordination: Complex global, national and local coordination
problems (e.g. climate change)

- Failure of coordination of these problems: Lots of institutional inertia

- New opportunities: The information and communication revolution created new
opportunities for coordination, governance, and agency that we should explore

- Lack of experimentation and speed of innovation, incl. regulation: Today’s
institutions don’t engage in a lot of experimentation

- Decline of belonging, solidarity and identification with nation states, and lack
of diversity

- Forced assignment to a state and/or nation

- Decline of civil society, e.g. unions, cooperatives, mutual aid organizations, faith
based organizations, social enterprises that recycle capital back, guilds, universities
(highest value of these organization is not making profits)

- Lack of agency

. $

BLGZKCHAINGOV



#2 Current landscape of proposed frameworks and their weaknesses (How do
Coordin-Nations distinguish themselves?)

#3 Distinctive & constitutive elements? Who do they serve?

#4 Design requirements

- Bottom-up design: People design what system they want to live in

- Ability to grow and evolve: Design isn’t rigid, but evolves over time

- Inclusive: People can join and participate. More voices are encouraged
- Limits: Communities have borders

Organizing DRs:
- Freedom of coordination
- Interconnectedness and global responsibility

Off-topic comments:
- Some Coordi-Nations can be bad, e.g. coordinate for coercion of others
- Should there be a higher power to avoid bad Coordi-Nations? How would that look
like

Zarinah - be able to interface with current institutions

Strategies

Start a small community centered around solidarity, sharing and common projects
Find a second one and get in touch, build trust and collaboration.

Find a third. Now you are a network with local governance, and broader collaboration.
Keep building these connections until you have a local federation.

Connect with other federations

Build networks, figure out how to share and collaborate with ways

https://blacksocialists.us/dual-power-map

WORKING GROUP 2: Statehood, Nationhood, Sovereignty

State = legal entity, declarative, made up by law
4 elements:

- permanent population

- defined territory,

- effective government,
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- diplomatic recognition
Bauwens: state as being a class society, e.g. Empires.
Nationhood = group of ppl with shared language, culture, ethnic practices. Less defined
than a state. Nation can exist in a state, unrelated to a nation. Nation is often created by
state; and vice-versa. Nation in the ethno-cultural meaning.
Peoplehood = as an alternative to Nation (not ethnically tied). Something that goes beyond
the state, like jewish people, yet with a stronger civic meaning. Diaspora communities.
E.g. Israel, palestinian minority part of the Israeli state, part of the Palestinian state, and
Islamic nation.
Network state concept is broader than these concepts.

Translocal nations are possible, but different. In order to make it possible for a nation to
emerge: is there solidarity?

Internet created new territories where Nations can be created.

Nation States are not fitting with the changes of cultural evolution through digital media.
Non-educated workers want the state back, because they want support from them = turn to
populism.

Unbundling:

Prospera with functional sovereignty, Bahai in Decentraland.

What is the functional equivalence, through unbundling the state.

Markets require states, in order to remain strong.

Sovereignty: supreme authority in different regimes - although it is defined with respect to
something else. What makes it different from autonomy?

State has become democratized over time, thus democracy leaked across different places,
eg. corporations, etc.

What are you willing to die for ?

Projects that evoke something in us, e.g. seasteading. Is one trying to do something that the
other is not? Or different manifestation of the same attempts.

Bundling and unbundling: at what point one thing stop to be a nation or state.

E.g. indigenous sovereignty (unbundled version of more comprehensive state sovereignty)
Quebec: just a separatism project.

To which extent is it inclusive to people, and to what extent it is providing to people outside of
the community?

Level of closure: keto affinity group, or independent education, what happens when there are
conflicts? Need conflict resolution beyond the traditional system.

Agency and decision-making

Identity and level of inclusion: if you have a strong sense of identity, you might be willing to
die or provide for ppl you don’t know

Endogenous resources within the initiative: e.g. territorial sovereignty with physical
resources, vs creating a membership system.

Some potential axes of analysis:
1. Bundling (unbundling) (new) bundles of affinity/interests/services/coordination
(direct)
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2. Level of closure/depth of the stack (degree of autonomy/sovereignty)— eg. justice
system, conflict resolution.
a. (does the reach into something like conflict resolution actually provide a
natural pressure towards bundling?)
3. Level of inclusion: Justice/solidarity /care for those outside an immediate group
a. ldentity (provides the engine for/creates “closure” with level of
inclusion/providing for others?) (used to be religion?)
4. Natural/endogenous resources
5. Agency/decision making/political community/polity (this is internal). (this is also a
form of closure too?) (cf. leakiness in governance towards private law)

E-estonia and e-residency, without physical element of residency.
Wouldnt bring us to a state model; more of a business model. ?
State as a service, provides infrastructure.

Taxonomy of collectives and commons: it's exclusive by its very nature.

Quebec was driven from an insurance program to protect the ppl in Quebec.

They preserved it into a fund that now has 70 billion dollars.

Culture is strategic : when you say ‘commons’ you need to be precise whether you talk about
‘commons’ or ‘solidarity’ = gemeinschaft (as building blocks of solidarity).

Examples of projects that conjure associations with sovereignty or statehood... how might
we read each of these against the concepts of sovereignty, nationhood, state-ness,
personhood, or the axes outlined above (degree of bundling, inclusion, endogenous
resources, agency/decision making, level of self-sufficiency (depth of the stack/level of
closure)?

Examples that have come up in discussion (instantiated and aspirational)
e Alternative “World building” projects, eg.
o World systems theory (Wallerstein)
o New international economic Order

e European Union

e Legal pluralism

e Panarchy /unbundling

e Indigenous sovereignty (territorial but often qualified—subsurface mineral rights,
limits to criminal jurisdiction, etc.)

e Rojava

e Zapatistas

e Fake apartheid states (South Africa - Morshed example)

e Arab nation/identity (not a State)

e Catalonia, Quebec, etc. (separatist projects)

e National diasporas

e Special economic zones

e Sea steading (new state-like projects)
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Self-organized local communities

Corporatocracy / plutocracy /monarchy? / (Snow Crash franchise states).
Micronations

Knights of Malta

Vatican

DAOs

Exclaves

“City states”

Empire (vs. state or nation state)

Ada Palmer’s Terra Ignota series: nation “strat’/ hive system

Estonian e-residency

Medieval guild system, when people were not as deeply associated with a state/city
state/"nation” etc.

o These were skill based, so eg. many people with less skills or education were
actually NOT part of these systems and didn’t have the same kind of options
around solidarity.

Social media social networks? (Twitter)
Internet as a whole

WORKING GROUP 1B:

Why are we trying to create something new?
Trying to nail down problems with the current states:
- Coercion of membership rules
- Internal relationships
Inefficient direct participation in decision-making
Nation states engaging insufficiently with their tasks
Failure to ensure decent levels of diversity, cohesion, loyalty
Also look at opportunities provided by new technologies.

Do we feel that we want some sort of global coordination system? Do we agree that we
would still want a meta power-structure?

Yes - we should have a set of values about life and planet, and not doing harm.

How do we make it happen? Hard to imagine how it would happen in practice.

Which methods shall we use?

Discussion is much on the rational level, rather than sensuous ways of perceiving.

There are also other ways of addressing the issue of planetary society and alignment.

E.g. Indigenous communities who have a sense of belonging as nature - different ontology.

Notes Day 2
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Lightning talks:

Jessy Kate: “The everyday lives of sovereignty”
Positions the experience of Sovreignty as an anthopological subject

Cases studies: human right projects, refugees, catalunya = projects that exists within a
broader geopolitical context.

Political appeals in an attempt to reclaim sovereignty. State sovereignty is more fiction than
fact. Nothing is pure black/white boundaries. Question: what is sovereignty? As an object

that exist objectively? Or Question: what is being desired, when the desire is to regain
sovereignty? What does it mean to have sovereignty, experientially as well as juridically?
When does sovereignty desires attach to the institution of the state?

Panarchy: political theories of non-territorial states.

All about unbundling. The author said: Why is it that my national association is bound to a
territory? That paper sparked a lot of responses to it. He brings up the notion of unbundling.

e Foucault in Security, Territory, Population mentions how is not that borders exist
because of the State, but rather how states exist because of borders. Sovereignty
tied to territoriality plays out a zero-sum competitive game of us versus them.

The Listening Society: “care” as the main organizing principle for society.

Overton window: spectrum of acceptable options that can be discussed in society.

Primavera: Presentation

TNS
e Highly aligned online community
e With capacity for collective action
e Crowdfunded territory
e (Gaining diplomatic recognition

- Desire for greater plurality
- Exit-based governance
- Competition among states

Plurality as a source of competition // Plurality as a source of cooperation.

Coori-nations, Commu-nations
- Cosmological citizenship and commons-based governance.
1. Voluntary communitie sof value-aligned individuals
2. With a common, yet implicit agenda for society
3. Collective identity, relying on self-determination
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overton_window

4. Exists along other antion states, but introduces new layers of sovereingties to
those domains that are not inherently territorial.

Greater plurality by embracing the fact that we exist in an interdependent system.
We want coordinations to cooperate with states and among other coordinations
Communities of kinship as non-territorial layer of sovereignty

Coordi-Nations as “distributed tenants”: responsible for the collective governance.

Functional approach:

1. Coordinations: Digital infrastructure, non-territorial services to citizens & communities
| Institutional Scaffolding
2. Nations: Cultural identity, belonging to collective, system of solidarity | Extitutional
Fabric
3. Nation State: Basic territorial infrastructure, safety and protection, legal rules |
Institutional Scaffolding
Network States
Privatizes Public Sector
Nation States + Market System
Public Sector Private Sector

Coordinations
Third Sector
Commons

Clarifying the purpose/focus of coordinations: actually not saying anything new about nations
themselves. Rather working with the existing concept of nations, and asking what are new
ways to that existing and new nations/national identities might emerge or be supported,
based on new social dynamics and ways of organizing that haven'’t historically been
possible? Cultivate and support existing and new/emerging national identities, and
understand their relationship to/domains of sovereignty.

Legal aspects of coordinations?

They can have their own set of rules

They can try and exclose themselves from territorial laws as well (e.g. look at the
commons example of Prud’homie in Marseille, discussed in depth in Grisel’'s book
The Limits of Private Governance and his shorter open-access article ‘How
Migrations Affect Private Orders: Norms and Practices in the Fishery of Marseille’.

Matan: important to focus on the interdependence and geo-politics

Amnon: what are the types of institutions required? Rather than saying that every
communication must have these things.
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/lasr.12529
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/lasr.12529

Cosmological : speaking to the distiniction of NS as exit-based sovereignt space
independent of the rest of the world - what is the global purpose that we are identifying to in
the cosmological principles? Coordinations should have some kind of alignment with the rest
of the world?

Primavera: This is close to what Zarina was saying. Our vision of communications aligns
with the cosmological vision. The goal is not that everything should be federated, but rather
a drive to find these commu-nations and foster interconnected.

CASE STUDIES:
Josh: Rojava

Rojava is a project based on the idea of democratic confederalism developed by Abdullah
Occalan, understood to be informed by murray bookchin social ecology.

Historically were fighters against the state, “PKK”
Rojava - Western Kurdiastan

System of bottom up communalist councils.

Don’t want to just recreate the state.

Women'’s fighting units - YPJ/ YPG

Currently millions of people living under this system.

Noah: Prospera

| was there for a fintech summer pitching building up services for commu-nation styled
collectives. Bounty platform for physical infrastructure instead of government. “Taxes are
inefficient, governments are bad at sourcing ideas.”

Prospera is in Honduras in Roatan. It is a charter city. Duna apartments are expected to be
done and we are expecting to have a few hundred residences more by June.

The major or technical secretary Jorge Calderon is Honduran.

“Honduran-led”

You can propose your own set of corporate law for your corporation, then your corporation
can buy and sell land. The corporation can become state-like with flexible borders that you
can join or leave.

Zede law governs these spaces. Approved for 50 years.

Own police force, but criminal law is still honduran.

About 50 people living there full time. Then various visitors.

A new gov't was elected that are very left, narrative is against prospera now. “Rich white
people” ran on platform of repealing the Zede law (constitutional amendment) - trying to
repeal bc claim it is against their national sovereignty.

“Adventure Capitalism” - book w whole chapter on it.

Repealment of ZEDE Law by elected president Xiomara Castro.
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In April 2022, the Honduran Congress repealed the Constitutional Amendments and Laws
that created the ZEDE regime.However, the three existing ZEDE are grandfathered in for a
period of 50 years, as per their Legal Stability Agreements, Article 45 of the ZEDE Organic
Law, and the Bilateral Investment Treaty with the Government of Kuwait.

There were 2 failed ZEDEs that failed to receive local support.
Sara Horowitz: Coops and Mutualism

Quebec: french getting economy destroyed by brits, survived and built their own sovereignty,
by collecting resources around their own activities. Alfonse DesJardins led the initiative, from
the bottom-up. Stitching together very little amount of money, to reach 70 billion dollars.
Strategy and organising tactics to build these kind of networks.
What about with Reagan: elected in 1980, and then fucked the left by getting rid of their
money, through de-mutualisation.
Everything the Quebec kept, the US lost.
What is mutualism?
Typically found in cooperatives, unions, mutual aids groups, social enterprises.
3 principles:

1. Solidaristic community: local organisation that you identify with and feel a connection

with.

2. Economic model: isnt charity, it's p2p - typically in a union it's due, alt currencies,
bitcoin, etc.

3. Long-term time horizon: must have a vehicle to pass wisdom from generation to
generation.

Private sector
Government
Mutualist sector (civil society), cousins to the commons

Futur is DAOs: unify the 3 principles of mutualism

Zarinah:

When thinking about NS we think about serving citizens, whereas these mutualist societies
are trying to provide for everyone (not us vs you)

Multi-scale fractal federated communities that can span across very local set of
cooperatives, with new forms of sharing and kinship. Communities trying to do self-provision
and insurance. Collective deciding not to rely on the State system, and build your own
structures inside. Happens at the local level, federated level, global level. Pre-configured
structures of federated communities trying to build parallel economies. Important role for
movements - nomadic community mixing analog and digital.

And connect networks, different to be in communication and to be part of a coordination.
Politics (internal governance) vs Geo-politics (partnering)

Future of the state as we are envisioning to make it grow and thrive.
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Zuzalu (Laurence ION)

Vitalik wrote an article on network states w a slightly diff vision from balaji... more
centralized...

Thought let’'s actually try it — 10x longer than conference, 10x bigger than coliving space.
Met a montenegran person, came in january, stayed at Nicole’s hacker house, the three of
them came here in january, chose this site... got Vincent and myself from VitaDAO involved.
Realized in Feb fuck it's super late, lots of work, started to send out invites...

Synbiobeta organized some events

About 300 or so residents, in centrale and apartments nearby.

Paid up front for rent, organizing costs, chairs, etc.

Milosh friend of Vitalik's helped organize, Vitalik subsidized an enormous part of the
experiment which made it possible, and given how short notice it was.

Goal is to find more financially sustainable, work more closely w the country or gov hosting
to find synergies.

Organizational structure - there is a core team, but also a lot of self organization and events.
There’s a lot of people spinning up events, a bit conference like but also leads to more
community interaction.

Cabin has the approach of a network city - not seeking sovereignty per se -focused on
benefits of structuring people together in community setting. Zuzalu is relying on existing city
of course, owned by montenegro etc. interesting part is moreso what people have found
from bein in the same space together.

Milosh was the connection to montenegro.

Success metrics:

- How many ppl stay for full duration

- Number of montenegran that come to visit
Number of projects created at zuzalu

- Number of new legislations passed in Montenegro
Ambitions:

- Potentially purchasing territory or renting places

- Similar to prospera, the idea is to acquire some autonomy

Internal governance
- Initial rules on Notion, communicated to people
- Forums and discord to propose rules
- Consentis a key
- Participation guide: burning man principles
- Mostly rules from Lustica Bay
- What happens if anyone breaks these rules?
- Consensus between members, and kick them off
- Who becomes residency?
Apply for residency
Core team decides: Vitalik and Nicole, Janine and Laurence
Web of Trust mechanisms
- 30% acceptance
- ZuPoll
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- What’s the role of the core group? 8 people
- Power to include and exclude

- Future governance:
- One-person one-vote (OK)
- Not plutocratic governance with ERC-tokens.
- Important thing is deciding on the mission of Zuzalu.

- Population: filtered to avoid people who can come, to avoid shillers.
- How many new people to accept, in order to assimilate the culture.
- Next year, we want it to be criteria exclusively on “longevity”

External governance: future of Zuzalu
- Some ppl think that it should be more exclusive (smaller gathering few months a
year) and influencing the world through that
- Other ppl think that it should be something that scale, for 100.000 ppl cities, or
multiple archipelagos
- Forking, with franchising or without franchising

Geopolitics with Montenegro
- New jurisdictions, autonomy for legitimacy and power.
- Keep the host country happy - by providing economic opportunities
- Montenegro, we have political relationships, so we hope we can achieve some kind
of autonomy.

Noah:

They are currently asking if we can donate laptop because they use their phones to organize
logistics. They are an indigenous people group. They use a federated socio-** system.
People with tech skills should connect with people with great community and collective skills.
Activist indigenous group wining land from the state. Governance structure: representative
democracy. Women’s rights being respected.

Silke: What makes them so good in organizing?
Noah: There is something about in-person communications. They are very engaged.

Morshed: Do you think that the fact they have a collective governance of resources helps in
minimizing voter’s apathy or apathy in participation.

Noah: That’s a very good point.
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Breakout: Mutualism DAOs, coops

Prompt - what would you like to get out of this session?

How can different perspectives interrelate
Hear many voices
Understanding mutualism
What are they ways in which existing communities are managing their internal
governance and interfacing with other communities
DAOs - many structures are not based on previous governance work - would like to
understand how can we formalize those ideas into recommendations for existing
DAO structures that would be implementable in the world.
Taxonomy - what are we adding if anything in these descriptions? Are we adding
something or are we describing something that already exists (both are
fine/important)
Rabidly analytical approach to understanding similarities and differences between
these different projects - structural approach to start?
Critical concepts and typology to articulate comparisons between different
communations, network state, alternative institutions.
Justice aspects and frameworks for autonomy, sovereign DAOs in particular and
interfaces with the legacy legal system.
Understand the taxonomy bc curious whether there is actually something different
here. “Social borders” between community projects (and doing this well).
Here to learn, absorb, design thinking, facilitation techniques.
Tooling for communities, what do they want.
Curious about understanding the landscape
Mutualism - mutualist society - how can we design systems not to be exclusionary
but still structured? Seeking a template - maybe three things

- Template for a mutualist organization - principles. “Links to existing

communities managing internal governance” - rules. Not theory.
- Cf family, other everyday communisms.
- Template as the building blocks of coordinations

- Basic education - ideals and other things.

- Taxonomy
Revival of coops but slow to adapt to new possibilities. They end up being more of a
conservative force in society much of the time. Cognitive class, crypto class, working
in its own level but disconnected form real life provisioning like organic food and
renewable energy. These communities are emerging and groping for right forms of
coordination, and then crypto, and i dont see much

Taxonomy of what groups we are talking about

List of features - template: what are the constitutive features of “mutualism” (or
cooperative/collaborative) projects that are also proto-coordinations?

Bridge humans
Anchor humans
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- Heterodoxy not orthodoxy

- Focus on relationships (over formal roles/memberships)

- Something higher than yourself

- Communicators

- Solidarity/fractal (a way in but not easy/ “opt in exclusivity”?)

- “Sacrifice is how you make things sacred”

- Ephemeral and subjective benefits

- Border protocols/new diplomacies/ethical interfaces/ listening process for
understanding context.

- (re)producing the means of production/means pf life (cf. Economic model)

- A culture of building?

Additional ideas from discussion
- Shared benefit from production

Zarinah playbook
- Start a small community
- Share resources organically
- Find other communities
- Identify what you share in common
- What is happening at the margins of society becomes the fabric of society
- Make sure there is a movement - ostrom’s principles at the most local level.
- Don't need charismatic founder or currency per se
- Easytoenter
- Knitting circles! Movement of maker spaces.
Examples
- Intentional communities - share money, roof, clothes, cars.
- Own governance that reflects those types of closeness
- Over 200in SF
- Shared fund, conflict resolution, care systems, alt mental health, alt legal structures
to the carceral system etc.
- National system - bipoc council
- Embassy network - global community of these networks. Humans who become the
source of shared space - bridge humans - those humans move between and keep
the social surf going.
- Different kinds of provisioning that can happen at te local and global layer...
- Discovered that making yourself legible to the state is good and bad
- Can change institutions
- But also get targeted and threatened.
- Key interest is not just provisioning for themselves
- “Provisioning” - means the things we need to be alive.
- Housing vs. home
- Alternative justices
- Revolving loan fund
- Modernomad
- Mental health hotline
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- How to make the leap into coordination -
- Resources and an economic model
- With IC - what is the business model? People paying rent for rooms?
- What about energy, food etc.
- Entry and exit - to really be a nation requires some kind of sacrifice.

Cohere as an example (cohere.network)
- Co-owned properties in a few different places. Berlin ++
- Everyone who contributes in any way gets equity
- Important model for popup communities that will go into different spaces.
Don't have ways for locals to become owners or leaders.

- The spirit of people contributing is a desire to be part of this but there isn’t
necessarily a structure designed to facilitate them being rewarded for that.
Both a beauty and downside.

- Cf. sacrifice?
- Alt argument - as a member of a “nation” - ephemeral and subjective benefits
rather than discrete, explicit and material— otherwise it’s just a corporation.

- Sacrifice - this is how we make something sacred.

- How can we explore this more?
- New dynamics to bring reverance

- The question of power -

- Is commons/solidarity approach trying to address fundmntal problems w
humanity today and our life on this planet?

- How do we include that approach in the global economy?

- Canit help in general w the existential and impending catastrophes

- Can we think of a global strategy - something meant to expand. Or is it just
existing and we are happy with that because it is the right way to do things.

- Are growth strategies in conflict with the fundamental DNA?

- Cf. labor movement

- Civil rights act would not have passed without labor movement and the black
church.

- Adapting those strategies for this time.

- There is no one way to do this.

- A way viz a viz the coordination - to get around the hegemony of the current
system.

- Building power through these networks, coordinating, and then a next step is
you grow that.

- Go to the mayor and have a referendum and pass a policy that say 10% goes
to this sector...

- We need to think about how you do this.

- How are we forming alliances not just with other coordinations but also local

communities or indigenous nations.
- Rules around how to act w local people
- How not to be just colonial and secessionist
- The term nation is not just about one geographic spot. Actually more of a
network inherently.

- $

BLGZKCHAINGOV



- What are the minimum viable agreements that those have with each other.
- Networks states don’t explore this— the interoperability
- If the interface is only on the economic front, that is the only way we relate...
- How does that conjure humanity?
- What is the unifying philosophy or vision
- How do we feel that we are interconnected.
- Risk that we perpetuate mechanistic risk
- Sarah's mutualism book - WOOQ!
- ltis the indigenous nations that actually know how to do this.
- Means of production/ provision of basic needs.
- Links back to “what is at risk”
- Interfaces vs borders
- Borders are determined by someone else
- Interfaces as agentic

ROJAVA:

It has similar properties as trans-states as the kurdish community exists in multiple states.
But this is a common problem, especially in Africa.

With the advent of the internet and technology, this is becoming a popular situation.

We are solving the problem without hi-tech, shared culture recognize the plurality

Kurdish, is a network state

Out of the process of evolving communist party of Kurdistan

Evolving towards a more pluralistic non-government state.

Exit or not ?

Syrian passport - not that strong anyways.

Question whether other states would have a recognition for it.

Geneology - or specific ideology of kurdistan - recognition that you cannot have a free
society without free women. Need to get rid of the sin of exploitation.

NEXT STEPS: put points into the table to fill up the rest of that row, so that it can be
compared with other ones.

Insights for Coordinations:
- Multiple identities
- Voice-based system, emerging from (partial) exit from state legal orders.
COOPS
What’s missing to be a communication?
Self-provisiondng of infrastructure (dependent on others)
Theory of reproduction
Heterodoxy vs Hortodoxy: non total standardization or homogeneization
Focus on relationships over formal rules
Connection to something higher than yourself
Existence of communicators
Way into them, but not completely porous boundarius (opt-in exclusivity)

. $

BLGZKCHAINGOV



Sacrifice is how you make things sacred. What constitutes sacrifice ?

Difference between ephemeral vs subjective benefits: if a benefit is a token or a share, is
that qualitatively the same as a subjective benefit?

Border protocols, ethical interfaces to manage confilcts.

Importance of means of production, or means of addressing fundamental basic needs within
solidarity group.

Culture of building: emphasis on making things.

Proto-ingredients for coordinations.

Michel’s “value crisis” - Contributory accounting (vs. seeing like a state) value creation
increases exponentially but value retribution decreases linearly.

Anti-oligarchic protocols.

Fundamental tension? accounting for value production by formalizing “accounting” or
mapping all activities into a single axis/dimension of value, risks projecting rich multifaceted
value into single dimension and undermining the rich substance of national identity.

Additive vs. succession - is additive necessary?

Communations with illegal agenda (eg. abortion pill somewhere that it is illegal)

How friendly are you with the state layer.
This is where exclosures really play a role—only way to figure out how to go against the
state.

Examples of breaking the rules
- Educating women
- Abortion services
- Legal advice
- Psychedelics using religious exclosure.

We dont want to require that coordinations implement exclosure. But, if you violate the
rules...

Exclosure vs. secession -
Exclosure - interfacing with the system
Secession - trying to exit

Conclusion - orthogonal.

Interface w the state is always necessary— but the type of APl is dependent.

Friendly - exclosure - secessionist.

BUT - actively secessionist feels anti-coordination... so ... is this a limit? Or just orthogonal?
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Notes from saloon

Disclaimer: These are incomplete notes from the Saloon. The wording is not exactly what speakers
said, but interpreted and shortened. They should only be used for a rough overview and reminder of
the discussion.

1. Do we need states if we have Coordi-Nations?

2. What does web3 and more generally the information and communication revolution enable us to
do now that we weren’t able to do before?

3. The physical world feels very disconnected

- We can find “our” tribe in a larger digital society / finding belonging

- after finding the tribe online, it can also be instantiated in the physical world

4. It is important not to forget, how we can connect not only with like-minded people, but also across
differences

5. We can find “our” tribe in the digital and/or physical world (realising that there are some inherent
associations)

6. Were the USA the first and Israel the second Network State?

7. Can the Roman Empire and the Soviet Union be considered Network States?

8. Self-identification goes beyond “states”; what do individuals look for in groups?

9. Affinity vs. allegiance vs. tribe

—> desire to be close to people that you are similar to

—> what do we sacrifice for others in groups?

10. A common threat creates such allegiances (Bitcoin achieved this early)

11. Communities you can leave, but current states you can’t; this is what the Network State changes
12. Web3 enables new forms like Network States or Coordinations for the first time; there is enriched
behavior compared to web2

13. Experiences in Co-Ops and similar organisations teach us how to live in a society with
differences; instead of using exit strategies to escape differences

14. The new concepts allow to innovate on governance systems, financial systems, etc.

15. Are Network States and Coordi-Nations replacing current institutions or adding something to
current institutions

16. [Graphic of Coordi-Nations as cross-cutting current institutions]
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- Coordi-Nations can be additive / work together with current institutions, but they can also replace
some functions of current institutions

17. Competitions for members can have positive effects

18. [Graphic of the three sectors: Private Sector, State, Civil Society]

19. Getting rid of the civil sector is extremely dangerous

20. The destruction of the civil sector was intentional by particular interests (—> capital)
21. We become customers instead of citizens

22. We want to take care of each other, but the state does not satisfy this

- the information and communication revolution enables civil society to fulfil some of these functions
(to take care of each other)

- enhancing self-determination

23. Everyone should be able to define their Minimum Viable Life, everything else is a bonus
24. Minimum Viable Life —> similar to nomadic life

25. What should a Network State or a Cord-Nation provide?

- leverage of social capital

- distribute resources

- universal basic meaning

- sovereign supply chains

- safety, incl. basic physical safety

- fighting global challenges, e.g. climate change

- interdependence + global governance

- updating democratic institutions

- efficient decision-making

- public goods funding, e.g. science, education, ...

- different enforcement mechanisms of political power

- belonging

26. Federated community model with shared resources as proto-Coordi-Nations

- are we able to coordinate collective actions?

- can we build common infrastructure to increase our capacity to act as a group?

- this would increase inter-connectedness

27. Do we just end up in many disconnected filter bubbles?

—> not necessarily, it is a design question

28. Building a mesh of communities

29. Is Zuzalu an intentional community? Is Zuzalu more than an intentional community?
30. Rituals are core to communities

31. The idea of one main moral innovation is unnecessary
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Notes Day 3

Michel Bauwens lightning talk

43

Oswald Spengler -

civilization is an organization that is born, matures, gets old, and dies.
Civilization started in around 1000 when europeans converged with
christianity (?)

Interesting perspective on cycles

Toynbee

Looks at how civilizations end

At the end when it loses its dynamic qualities there will be a “universal state”
The universal state and empire attempts to create peace in times of declining
empire—

As soon as that is realized it starts to decline, and then you have a church.
Pacified values...

State declined, the internal proletariat created a universal church, then
barbarians come in....

Quigley (Carroll?)

Mercantilism

Industrial capitalism

Financial capitalism becomes neoliberalism

Is there another mechanism of expansion? If so can have another period of
growth

Commons...

Historically - political battles about market vs states.

Cycles...

The idea of states and markets - civil society as a category of “the rest” ie
what is left over.

Property relationships - enclosure movement

Commons were erased

But until then, commons were a mainstay institution in all societies—
indigenous and non.

What’s the new commons? Social commons. Working classes built commons.
Commoning is mutualization that is all it is.

Then third way is the Internet. (what were the first two?)

Now we are in the next phase, it's what | call cosmolocalism.
Origins of discipline and productivity
“Transvaluation”
Re muslim culture and how it figures into this analysis:
“Culture is specific but nation state and capitalism and everywhere”
- (State establishment as defense against colonization.)

Three Types of Accounting
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- Contributory Accounting
- Flow Accounting
- Thermodynamic Accounting
- Purpose of Al - to facilitate commons-based accounting

- Partner state (as opposed to nanny-state): they provide the infrastructure, they
nurture the ecosystem, for society to flourish

- Generative market (as opposed to extractive markets- e.g. airbnb chase poor ppl
away) maintains and strengthens the commons. Shared commons that exist in a
pluralistic ecosystem, with different forms being experimented with.

- In open source: the more open your license, the more capitalistic the practice
(e.g. linux dominated by IBM)

- Copyfair: you grow slower, but link to a particular type of actors (knowledge is
free but commercialisation requires reciprocity)

- Reverse cooptation: can | adapt a market so that my commons can strive? Requires
a desire to protect oneself (balance between individualism and collectivism) e.g.
copyfair

- Not exploitation commons with capital, but using capital to support the commons

- New companies should be netarchical corporations.

Sara:

Hershey chocolate, owner had no children, so gave all shares to non-profit to build a school
But the money was made in an extractive manner.

Michel:

Economy of the common good - 2000 organisations practicing it, not many for-profit
Self-evaluation, on how you contribute to the world
Use it by public authorities, who can chose to subsidize these companies that have higher
scores, or tax those which do more damages.
Adam Franck: went from immature biosphere (instable) to mature biosphere (great
oxygenation) - created Gaia (interlocking system of collaborating beings that are keeping
each other in balance) = creates a mature biosphere that permits life.
Human came with an immature technosphere that destroys the biosphere. We need to move
to a mature technosphere. The machine is out of control and is destroying life. Is capital the
problem? But lots of these things are driven not by profits, but by dreams and ideologies.
What is the great oxygenation for the technosphere?

- Knowledge ? distributed manufacturing can be used for creating weapons & drones.

When civiliziation collapse, either there is a new tech that is beyond the capacity of the old
institutions to control. E.g. printing press and reformation, as the catholic church lost its
capacity to maintain its story. This leads to fragmentation, which leads to polarization.
People seek other people that agree with. 2 possible consequences:
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- Destruction or Dark Ages (e.g. after Roman empire) : loss of complexity, dogmas,
feudal land, local, no more trade, etc. Relocalisation.

- Capital, state, nation - let’s put religion on the side, let’s organise nation around the
state: this succeeded in creating a higher complexity than feudalism. More
differentiation and more integration, thus more cooperation.

Issue of central civilisation (David Wilkenson): civilization never collapses - when western
roman empire collapse, byzantine takes over. There is a ground of tech and science that is
kept somewhere and that can be reused by other striving civilisations.

Michel:
Now we create a non-territorial organization - this is new.

Capacite to create non-territorialisation. Opportunity to create a non-geographic layer that
can self-organize.

Network states is an expression of this desire to organize at a non territorial level.

A key discussion is what we do with that.

Cosmolocalism is my (Michel) answer to that.

Cosmolocalism as the creation of translocal, transnational institutions that can protect local
resources.

Is TNS an expression of cosmolocalism?

No... well. This is where my critique of libertarianism comes in.

The question is about whether you care for people.

“How can i save me and people like me” vs. maintaining a universalist notion (approach) to
care.

Difference between left and right - hobbes and rousseau think people are good and
institutions can help us, vs. think people are bad and that institutions help constrain us.

TOPOLOGY WORK

Distinguishing features of coordi-nations:
“Nation-like” / nation-ish/ tribe like

Nation is the notion of coordi-nation building off pre-existing concept of the nation? Not sure.
But if we zoom out of the word, there is some fundamental phenomenon that the word
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‘nation’ relates to, which is what we refer to. We can build off existing work trying to analyse
nationhood. But the thing that is interesting, is what are the novel means of production of
these nation-like phenomena? And how they affect the quality of these nation-like things.
TLDR: coordi-nations are an institutional scaffolding for a nation-like phenomena. There are
novel forms of productions, through different institutional scaffoldings.

Territory and State
General agreement that the concept of coordi-nation is independent of the notion of the
state, sometimes antagonistic, sometimes exclosure, sometime collaborative with it.

Technology and digital
1. Enabler of new forms of nation-like things
Are coordinations necessarily instrumented by technology? Yes, they are resorting to digital
modalities. But perhaps there are counter-examples? Let’s explore..
Eliminate the possibility that non-humans are part of a coordi-nation.

2. Self-reliance of the technology
Maybe focus on the attributes of the medium, rather than the quality of the medium
Self-reliant/determined (“sovereign” = banned word) institutional scaffolding — immune from
third-party interference/ no intermediaries/ capture-resistant (need to be p2p or blockchain
tech) = this justify why now it is more possible than before.

Governance
Do coordi-nations need to have an opinion about governance? We don't want to be
opinionated about the type of governance exerted, but they need to think about it.

- Need participation in the constitutive layer of governance. E.g. can have an
autocracy, as long as people have voted for legitimizing it.

- Collectivization of own needs, self-referencial approach to support the coordi-nation,
as opposed to guided to an external endeavour. Autopoiesis + symbiosis with the
system in which it’s in.

- Do we need participatory governance, or is voluntary association (opt-in) enough?

- If we endorse ‘polycentrig interdependence’ we need to make sure that it is
non-centralized form of governance.

- Constitutions that are updatable by design

Process or noun

We are interested in describing the whole process, but the definition of a coordination is in
reference to a state of being.

Necessary, but is that sufficient ?

Polycentric interdependence

There must be multiple centers which are interdependent in some way

Polycentric and positive externalities

Endogenous vs Exogenous Legitimacy
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Because it's self-contained, it needs to mostly focus on endogenous legitimacy, more so
than exogenous legitimacy.

Mythologies and rituals:

Most nations have mythologies and public rituals. Do what degree are they part of creating
unity between people? As a source of propagating interactions in an indirect manner
(perhaps the digital is solving this by enabling global p2p interactions)

COORDINATIONS

Shared identity: Instituting trust

Common-oriented purpose: Autopoietic (inside) + symbiotic (outside): being
non-extractive within (and outside ?) the system. Designed to nurture, for-value in
contrast to pure for-profit.

Shared resources that are managed in common, e.g. with participatory governance
Polycentricity: a network of “non-singular”

Supersiduarity: We delegate power from the bottom to the top (if and only if
necessary)

o In contrast to subsidiarity: We delegate power from the top down
Inter-weaving is about creating a system in which we are sharing our DNA; in which
our identities are interdependent; you sacrifice some of your identity, but you win
much more; this is closer to a Coordi-Nation

o In contrast to: bridging is about creating connections, but you preserve your

individual identity (if you destroy the bridge, your identity is fully intact)
Role of heterogeneity (?)

Autopoiesis? Autopoiesis is a concept that describes a system that can produce and
maintain itself by creating its own parts.
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Case study: Buurtzorg (based on memory)

Shared identity

? They have at least some shared identity and a high-level
of trust in the organization (to be checked!) [Is this strong
enough to count as shared identity?]

Common-oriented purpose

{4Community care
2 [how much is the purpose targeted to the inside]

Shared resources

[74They have and build common resources, e.g. a
knowledge database and a platform to communicate with
each other

Polycentricity

(71t is a network of groups of maximum of 12 people

Supersiduarity

[74The groups of 12 choose to get help from support
functions, such as HR, marketing, etc. They choose to be
part of central functions, such as building the knowledge
database

Inter-weaving

? [Unclear how much they give up; do they take care of
each other?]

CASE STUDIES: Garden of Life + Eden + Four Seas

Case Study EDEN: building sustainable civilization

Notes - Eden Project [Kamara]

Network of communities with aligned values: sustainable civilization
- Food, air, water, shelter, purpose, community, pleasure and comfort
- Must be a city, must avoid urban sprawl

- Autarkic
- Recyclotron

- The structure is closeable (to form a capsule)
- Use technologies from the Boring Company to build it into a mountain
- persons: fear/trauma, how to expand consciousness, need to not operate from fear

- Sensors everywhere

- Cosmolocal contributionist commons: return to a unified religion(?)
- Legal framework through religion

- Legal recognition through religious exemptions?

- Coop governed as a DAO

- Governance: system sensors, Threefold.io

- Al assisted governance models? Ai alignment

- Ecological intelligence

Rojava Case Study Presentation - Notes

I Read the book: “Manifesto for a Democratic Civilization” by Occalan.

50

o5

BLGZKCHAINGOV



https://threefold.io/
https://files.libcom.org/files/ManifestoforaDemocraticCivilizationvol2.pdf

Human history is shaped by human will, human will and human action are shaped by
ideologies, narratives, etc.

<< Map of Kurdistan >>

Kurds are split between 4 different states - Iran Iraq Syria and Turkey

Article by Adam Curtis - Anarchy in Kurdistan

Another documentary - Ascent of Woman - Episode 1

Occalan’s analysis goes into deep history and origins of civilization.

At the origin of human civilization there was a plethora of civilizations. Their artwork
contained many symbols of fertility etc. then the syrian military dictatorship - which when you
look at its artwork there’s suddenly all these images of war, male virility, etc.

The syrian empire began conquering other states and enslaving them into its war machine—
that is basically the origin of the modern nation state. Many pathways that civilization could
have taken in history. This documentary covers that one direction. How this state based
civilization took this form.

The mythology of medusa - symbol of the medusa - was actually a temple priestess -
mythology alluding to a male hero...

Syrian state civilization ended up taking over the middle east including the kurdish areas
where there is a story - mythology - that when someone married a woman, the first night the
woman spent with the king instead of her husband.

Then a group of tribes in the mountains started to rebel against the syrian empire.

Story of kawa the blacksmith. Making iron. Went around training tribes who used it to
manufacture weapons. This signaled the early rebellion by making fires on mountaintop.
Rebellion against syrian empire - medellion confederation - period of great spiritual revival or
growth. 6 prophets. First being medician, last being zoraster (?).

Democratic federation - great spiritual development - but lots of infighting amongst the tribes
and the confederation broke up

Some adopted zorastrianism and took over the empire.

Well organized system of government - system of morals - zorastrianism.

The meads were rebellious mountain tribes who god predicts would destroy babylon.

The concept of rebellion - sarhildon - is deeply rooted.

“Kurds are trouble makers. They just cause trouble for everyone.”

The whole points of splitting the kurds between 4 states was a way of pacifying them.

The PKK

Youtube video - German YPG Commander - “Dilsoz Bahar” (died in 2015 shortly after this
video was recorded.

In the 60s or 70s the kurdish culture, rise of nationalism, ottoman empire caused genocides,
tried to eliminate kurdish identity - this identity nearly disappeared.

The PKK was formed at a time when in socialist movements the concept of patriotic identity
was kind of rejected in favor of internationalism. Fusion of marxist-leninism, nationalism.
They started this war - which in some ways was a re-assertion of kurish identity, in some
ways this is why it exists today.

That conflict got violent in the 80s and 90s - tens of thousands of people on both sides were
killed - cycles of horrific violence.

Within the PKK - at one point all the kurds in western europe who had heard about the PKK -
well the PKK was formed by v smart political thinkers in that period of time when there were
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/adamcurtis/entries/5a7b18b5-0ec3-3d3e-a307-54820a7c6a59
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1tVtEMKGAY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastrianism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUDYjedlltQ

a lot of armed movements. PKK was formed by a breakoff of those people. They said other
kurds are rejecting kurdish identity. We are going to form our own group. They were political
thinkers but a lot of the rank and file were peasants.

European kurds started to join and talk about democracy. Different cultures. Some were
executed. But others had an impact.

A big part of that was Ocalan going to prison. Sole prisoner on an island in turkey guarded
by 1000 guards.

The shift in the PKK was - instead of fighting for a dejure nation state, what the kurds
needed to do was function as a de facto autonomous territory, and developing “the moral
and political society.”

Ocalan believes that humans have these inherent ethics but they lack the ability to act on
then because of restrictions on the state.

There’s a concept of - Ocalan does this analysis and he says that ok in the middle east, the
birth place of human civilization is the origin of the world's major religions and philosophies.
For millennia different religions and ethnic groups, pagan people, etc. but why in the last 100
years have there been these issues with conflict.

Conclusion was the model of the nation state doesn'’t fit the mindset of the people who live
there. People there ave loyalty to their tribe, religion, etc. not to the state. So many different
nations living side by side.

The struggle is not just for kurdish independence it is for a free society of all the different
nations.

But it is not a “multicultural” freedom—in his books he is trying to achieve a synthesis.
Islam - is a type of revolutionary social system. Concepts of charity.

Jesus was also a revolutionary. Corrupted by Rome. don’t want to go into it :).

Book: “Prison Writings” the PKK and the Kurdish Question in the 21st century. *

Quote from that book - “political processes of the present, make it clear that the worldviews
of both the left and the right need to undergo a fundamental evolutionary transformation, at
the end of which they will come together....”

Quote: capitalism vs. patriotism. (flag waving vs. love of your culture. The right to be
culturally different.)

Unlike the religious left who sought to elimate nationalism and religious identity, here the
strength of this identity is formed from these identities together.

Agorism.dev — books — philosophy — 3.sociology.pdf — p320.

In this period of modernity - 3 major ideologies.

First - liberalism. The fact that it was the victor of modernity means that liberalism was the
heart of modernity. The subjects of liberalism are the individual. 2 major opposition forces.
First communism, where its subject was class. Due to a loss of community in society. There
was also facism. Its subject was the state. Its loss was patriotism and loss of the nation. Both
of these ideologies fell victim to positivism.

We can talk about anarchism but i will do that in a little bit.

In Ocalan’s ideology, the subject is the moral and political society.

He says that the point i am trying to make is that the method must necessarily be based on
social nature... anything not connected to moral society will have problems... all methods
not based on these conditions will be unreliable... rife with evil... “not merely my position but
a fundamental norm on the path to truth.”
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Paper: Democratic Theory and Self-Transformation Mark Warren.

— this paper explains what Ocalan means when he says democracy. Popularly its

influenced by neoliberal ideology.

Read the abstract...
“Democratic theories that argue for expanding the scope and domain of
democracy assume that democratic experiences will transform individuals in
democratic ways. Individuals are likely to become more public-spirited,
tolerant, knowledgeable, and self-reflective than they would otherwise be. This
assumption depends on viewing the self as socially and discursively
constituted, a view that contrasts with the standard liberal-democratic view of
the self as prepolitically constituted and narrowly self-interested. The
importance of the social and discursive view of the self is that it highlights how
standard assumptions about the self help to justify limits to democratic
participation. As now conceptualized, however, the transformational
assumption does not meet standard objections to expanding democracy. |
Sketch an approach that distinguishes classes of interests according to their
potentials for democratic transformation, and strengthens--by
qualifying--transformative expectations in democratic theory.”

In the liberal democratic view - which is NOT the classic definition of democracy - there are
individuals who are preformed when they are born - the role of the state is to mediate
conflict. The more expansive view of democracy is that democracy is synonymous with
politics. A society which is free is a society which is political. By engaging with politics
people are able to develop character.

In the expansive view of democracy by the structure of the institutions, by engaging in
politics, people are able to have their character developed for a public society, to participate
in public life.

Dark.fi — docs — philosophy — _Dark Fi Philosophy.

This is a document which is a summary of the definitions which Ocalan uses.

We talked about state civilization - 5500 year history that started w syrian military
dictatorship.

If you look up civilization on wikipedia it will say something else (see link above)

That is the legacy of civilization as we know it. But the democratic nation - as distinct - is
synonymous with society - it produces all the value that the state essentially extracts.

for example Ocalan distinguishes between capitalism as a religion which uses state power to
extract wealth from society - different from artisans and producers - all the wealth creation
originates from society.

Another quote - “The nation state is an extreme variant of the state civilization
tendency. Like early state civilizations, the development of the French nation-state was
more effective at seizing the wealth of society to mobilize in war against the existing empires
of the time.”

The state is homogenizing force... everyone has the same passport. Same language. Etc.
This is why states become increasingly authoritarian. Threatened with different identities
they become more authoritarian.
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/1964012
https://darkrenaissance.github.io/darkfi/philosophy/philosophy.html
https://darkrenaissance.github.io/darkfi/philosophy/philosophy.html
https://darkrenaissance.github.io/darkfi/philosophy/philosophy.html
https://darkrenaissance.github.io/darkfi/philosophy/philosophy.html
https://darkrenaissance.github.io/darkfi/philosophy/philosophy.html

Ocalan says that there is this - in these early democratic societies clans emerged where a
big part was trading women. Systems of temple prostitution. Clans wanted to form powerful
families. He (?) would try to establish control over the hunters and the barbarians.

The Iroquois - a few different archetypes you can observe. Shaman, military chief, but also
always a council of women, council of mothers. A wise, ethical body that any decision went
through them. Connected to the spirituality and nature based society focused on fertility -
women can make miracles happen through creating life.

Occalan defines the state as 3 forces
- ldeological hegemony
- Monopoly on violence
- System of state bureaucracy or administrative power as a form of control over
people.

Modernity - the age of reason - the overturning of prevailing religious ideas and move
towards secularization. Occalan says that we live in a period of modernity which is capitalist
modernity. We cannot go back to christianity or alt-right-type visions. Feudalistic christianity.
But rather using our understanding of history we need to go back to a new form which is a
democratic modernity.

Sociology of Freedom - 3rd book by Occalan - table of contents. In chapter 9 he has a
critique and analysis of feminism and anarchism.

Before i went to syria i was an anarchist activist when i arrived there i saw - what does it
mean to make a revolution. Imagine 0 the state collapsed. There is no power. How do we
make power. Revolution is hard work. It's not like, Woo! It’s like, hard work.

The reason the PKK is so successful is bc they have a cadre of fighters int he mountains for
ten years reading nietzsche and foucault... they were able to come in and fill the power
vacuum when the government fell apart.

Occalan’s critique of anarchism - anarchists have really good analysis of state and power but
they have many issues. First they criticize the capitalist system from the extreme left. They
understand that it underpins moral and political society but unlike the marxists they dont
attribute a progressive force to capitalism.

The fact that the anarchists say that abolishing the state is unrealistically utopian. But they
did correctly say that you cannot use the state to form
... (see section p. 291- 292)

Anarchists failed to become a mass movement like real socialism. Never had a chance to

implement its ideas. Anarchist theory has a weak analysis of civilization, and were unable to
formulate a vision of the society they wanted to create >>
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https://files.libcom.org/files/sociology_of_freedom_9781629637730.pdf

Despite these important and confirmed views and criticisms, the
fact that the anarchist movement has failed to become a mass movement
like real socialism and has never had the chance to implement its idea is
worthy of reflection. I believe that this is due to a serious deficiency and
flaw in anarchist theory related to the weakness of its analysis of civili-
zation and an inability to develop an implementable system. They have
neither developed a suitable analysis of historical-society nor proposed
any solutions. Moreover, they too have been influenced by positivist phi-
losophy, and it would be wrong to suggest that they have overcome the
Eurocentric social sciences. Their most important flaw, however, is that
they lack systematic thought about democratic politics and modernity
and the related structures. The rigor they showed in developing correct
views and criticisms was, unfortunately, not replicated in systematizing
and implementing their ideas. It was perhaps their class backgrounds that
hampered this. Another important obstacle was their opposition to any
type of authority, both theoretically and in their day to day lives. They dis-
placed their rightful reaction to power and state authority onto all forms
of authority and order. This affected their ability to develop democratic
modernity theoretically and in practice. I believe that the most important
point for anarchist self-criticism would be the inability to see the legiti-
macy of democratic authority and the need for democratic modernity.
In addition, the fact that they have been unable to develop the option of
democratic nation in place of nation-state is an important deficiency that
also deserves some self-critical reflection.

Understanding rojava is about understanding the political thought. Reading about the
structure is not sufficient. Like you can’t understand christianity by just reading about the
structure of the church.

For Ocalan, the term ‘historical society’ is important and is synonymous with free society (i.e.
pre state)

The most important flaw in anarchism as a movement is also that they lack systematic
thought about democratic politics and modernity. And opposition to any kind of authority -

even in their day to day lives. Inability to see the legitimacy of democratic authority.

Wiladimir rojava - “the kurds of northern syria”

“Civilization: The Age of Masked Gods and Disguised Kings”

“Women - life - freedom” - what do we mean by nature. Not just trees.
2.capitalism.pdf - p 53 - 54.
3.sociology.pdf - p. 33 - Let’s not forget that nature...
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https://www.amazon.com/Kurds-Northern-Syria-Governance-Diversity/dp/1838604456
https://agorism.dev/book/philosophy/1.civilization.pdf

Let’s not forget that nature stages a great play of vast splendor that
unfolds before the very eyes of humanity. On this stage, human beings
cannot play the same role as nature. They can at best arrange their lives
through pieces they construct themselves. The description of theater as
the mirror of life has its origin in this profound truth. What is important
is that we reduce the bad and ugly aspects and the mistakes of this stage
life to a minimum and maximize truth, goodness, and beauty. When we
speak of good, beautiful, and true metaphysics, we are talking about this
profound human quality not the metaphysics that make us blind, deaf, and
numb. I am convinced that these clarifications are of great importance in
the methodological comparison of dialectics and metaphysics.

And p. 271.
Pagan metaphysics - prometheus -

Occalan is promoting a worldview - monotheism retains a sturgeon view of the other. This
translates to an essentially fascist or genocidal tendency. Paganism allows for many gods -
many world views - exist simultaneously. This is also what ocalan is talking about. | am
chained to a rock trying to free the kurish people. Celebrates diversity and the other

A philosopher called Yuk Hui - the question concerning technology in china. All society is
structured on metaphysics. Western metaphysics is structured around the myth of

prometheus. Argues we need to create “cosmotechnics.”

Sorokin quote/link - human society is shaped by...

https://satyagraha.wordpress.com/2021/06/30/sorokin-altruism/ — culture and crisis link

within.

Satyagraha was a sociologist who opposed the czar. Communist christian. Sentenced to
death. Lenin stepped in and he was extradited from the USSR.

Section on “Sensate (Materialistic) Culture”

3 phases of society

Sensate culture - culture is material, it can be touched. (when people learn about ROjava,
they want to know the structure. Simplistic...stop focusing on the structure and more on the
underlying spiritual beliefs.). This is true of Zuzalu - focus on mechanism design, not on
building movements.
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https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780995455009/the-question-concerning-technology-in-china/
https://satyagraha.wordpress.com/2021/06/30/sorokin-altruism/
https://satyagraha.wordpress.com/2021/06/30/sorokin-altruism/
https://satyagraha.wordpress.com/2010/08/19/pitirim-sorkin-crisis-of-modernity/

Sensate (Materialistic) Culture
The first pattern, which Sorokin called Sensate culture, has these features:

¢ The defining cultural principle is that true reality is sensory — only the material world is real. There is no
other reality or source of values.

¢ This becomes the organizing principle of society. It permeates every aspect of culture and defines the
basic mentality. People are unable to think in any other terms.

¢ Sensate culture pursues science and technology, but dedicates little creative thought to spirituality or
religion.
¢ Dominant values are wealth, health, bodily comfort, sensual pleasures, power and fame.

e Ethics, politics, and economics are utilitarian and hedonistic. All ethical and legal precepts are
considered mere man-made conventions, relative and changeable.

¢ Art and entertainment emphasize sensory stimulation. In the decadent stages of Sensate culture there is
a frenzied emphasis on the new and the shocking (literally, sensationalism).

¢ Religious institutions are mere relics of previous epochs, stripped of their original substance, and
tending to fundamentalism and exaggerated fideism (the view that faith is not compatible with reason).

Other phases are Ideational culture, Integral culture.

Ideational (Spiritual) Culture

The second pattern, which Sorokin called Ideational culture, has these characteristics:

¢ The defining principle is that true reality is supersensory, transcendent, spiritual.

¢ The material world is variously: an illusion (maya), temporary, passing away (“‘stranger in a strange
land™), sinful, or a mere shadow of an eternal transcendent reality.

¢ Religion often tends to asceticism and moralism.

¢ Mysticism and revelation are considered valid sources of truth and morality.

e Science and technology are comparatively de-emphasized.

» Economics is conditioned by religious and moral commandments (e.g., laws against usury).
 Innovation in theology, metaphysics, and supersensory philosophies.

e Flourishing of religious and spiritual art (e.g., Gothic cathedrals).

Integral (Idealistic) Culture

Most cultures correspond to one of the two basic patterns above. Sometimes, however, a mixed cultural
pattern occurs. The most important mixed culture Sorokin termed an Integral culture (also sometimes called
an idealistic culture — not to be confused with an Ideational culture.) An Integral culture harmoniously

balances sensate and ideational tendencies. Characteristics of an Integral culture include the following:

o Its ultimate principle is that the true reality is richly manifold, a tapestry in which sensory, rational, and
supersensory threads are interwoven.

o All compartments of society and the person express this principle.
¢ Science, philosophy, and theology blossom t