APS Elementary Strings - Instrument Rental (with Accessories) and
Purchasing a Lesson Book and Folding Music Stand
2025-2026

Renting an Instrument:

There are several instrument rental options for students who have registered for APS Elementary Strings for the
2025-2026 school year. Below is a partial list of vendors. Families are welcome to explore other rental options,
but please be aware that as with anything, you get what you pay for. If it seems to good to be true, it probably is:

Johnson String Instruments of Newton, MA - http://www.johnsonstring.com

Leonards Music of Bedford, MA - http://www.leonardsmusic.com

Spencer Brook Strings of Maynard, MA - http://www.spencerbrookstrings.com
Rowen Strings of Boxford, MA - https://www.rowenstrings.com

Renting a good-quality, appropriately-sized string instrument has many benefits. Rental companies provide
security in terms of repair and size upgrades as your child grows. Instrument pricing, sizing, and rental
information for these companies can be found on their websites. We strongly discourage parents from
buying an instrument at this time. Elementary strings students will need a smaller instrument fitted to their
specific size in order to learn successfully and will only need a size upgrade every year or so (free through a rental
service). Students don’t typically require a 4/4 (full-size) instrument until late middle school or even high school.

PLEASE NOTE: Instruments purchased online may be of poor quality. A poor quality instrument will
greatly hinder your child’s progress and will not be easily repaired. While buying online may seem like an
attractive option, it may cause many unnecessary challenges that will discourage your student from playing.

Accessories (should be included with your rental):
e Violin and Viola:
o Shoulder rest or sponge with rubber bands
o Violin/Viola rosin

o Xeros cello strap
o Cello rosin

Rock stop

Bass rosin

All APS Elementary Strings students will use Orchestra Expressions, Book 1 (Brungard, Alexander, Dackow,
and Anderson - Warner Bros. Pub.) and should have a folding music stand to use for their home practice.
Below are links to purchase these items:

Lesson Book (can be purchased from your rental company or online from www.Amazon.com):
e Violin:
Orchestra Expressions, Book 1 - Violin
e Viola:



http://www.johnsonstring.com
http://www.leonardsmusic.com
http://www.spencerbrookstrings.com
https://www.rowenstrings.com/
http://www.amazon.com
https://www.amazon.com/Orchestra-Expressions-Book-One-Student/dp/075791991X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=19VPAVAXPQDP0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dA_9lJ_KrI6w8a5swoNNRjtm4tY2yZsmKXwwrrmqZGyP-Uf56zIBmxz44mT5wW6ByKSi2J0cINg0nxBzgCSTcBNSNfKOVQecFdhw2jB4HYtN7ZmUYcSrErju927LDUg3Qu7GsxDi6Rzvd2_7CiV7xyrypIcLEXgqu-352GjRnMhfmRzyWxHM4Zjk5jNnpWl2.U_OwWaiIfWuB__RnDCcmkcoAz8i87uQ6jT595IqGryg&dib_tag=se&keywords=orchestra+expressions+book+1+violin&qid=1718051507&sprefix=Orchestra+Express%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1

Orchestra Expressions, Book 1 - Viola

e Cello:
Orchestra Expressions, Book 1 - Cello
e Bass:

Orchestra Expressions, Book 1 - Bass

Folding Music Stand (can be purchased from your rental company or online from www.Amazon.com):

Folding Music Stand

Heavy Duty Practice Mute (for quiet home practice - can be purchased from your rental company or online
from www.Amazon.com):

Violin or Viola Mute
Cello Mute
Bass Mute


https://www.amazon.com/Orchestra-Expressions-Book-One-Student/dp/0757919928/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2M0ZVE2B7L47N&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hsKxiRXiXSGK952x3760_rHwMKOf3jrhWkyiHn_zOWq_e8eOLPvI7WY8EHw6TXvf-uBLvCr2GlMOz-OhTOK3unwTYnHhNPoBKmCRNAkl3Swfvqbud0n70ZiGCM0wV5qo3gQ1d26ZfiF5A32FjG93HXVgWzfYe6EGqhbcPsahyUynlMM_MU6074dyjZZ9IW1J.KM6xdcxvC7Cyprr0j12wRvfQPZUgxAO32-u8jBysU7k&dib_tag=se&keywords=orchestra+expressions+book+1+viola&qid=1718051589&sprefix=orchestra+expressions+book+1+viola%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Orchestra-Expressions-Book-One-Student/dp/0757919936/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3U4IVAW10BSGG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MKi2Ibo5SPpQUAz96yFTmufM0otxBSOn0xu6iP9FuC1nlgmHHgqf_ftC8-nxu9_jFpjSufnWQ5--HbF6ct8Y8vgPbBx0Jo_jWKFw_MLyqDU7U6yf15oQUdEzP9WJTO8V5QiHaJK7aSw6Cg6nUnEzLQ.Gx_LJm_yUI65xGojxt9D7ra8ekQSAHnKDmANdOGcOLQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=orchestra+expressions+book+1+cello&qid=1718051642&sprefix=orchestra+expressions+book+1+cello%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Orchestra-Expressions-Book-One-Student/dp/0757919944/ref=sr_1_1?crid=16HJ8U34KJLXJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.28XwHCTwmvAWJXlzV6iNXOPnyHaUSjaA0f9fVb4ba2s4uQlsQVNEvCyPdyfeIyEGWsw349HsHm8AohqHZyBOBw.53vie3Vb5zQDHj2HP84-z6IXVuj81cgT7ZybIrg4Mf0&dib_tag=se&keywords=orchestra+expressions+book+1+bass&qid=1718051730&sprefix=orchestra+expressions+book+1+bass%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com
https://www.amazon.com/Sky-Lightweight-Adjustable-Carrying-Bag-Black/dp/B0197LGH0O/ref=sr_1_9?crid=1XV2RTAZR48EP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tzPY3pwc4-Uiukmw02X_ViWO-ryw4bNijRjsu_BezmuXDPK_AIgA4uo2DD_-qvITI70JZSQAM0Q799IRYeIV34gu2Ty5emxJGgYRe2VdZPi9CWoqZNN9qA8sWjvEQz0s_Bv_Spdor18o2SdlaTelojgbbmTdzZZUCpwDKvwC3Ig9iTsH1I44KTmRDh9QGVCsV5VAIx_OscuMARSg4Km9l5PtkQxombOBvfd7_PMS7g565NtYGrGyF_y7aYzwlvUrfFJEXVNJDChS8gINyGVMkJ06Fy5jTi4FcdEBciW56b0.ufqR3UEt00cRezCt2zJETrk6Qsudyeb-Cr0T4HtoRKk&dib_tag=se&keywords=folding%2Bmusic%2Bstand%2Bcolors&qid=1718051825&sprefix=folding%2Bmusic%2Bstand%2Bcolors%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-9&th=1
http://www.amazon.com
https://www.amazon.com/TUOREN-Practice-Violin-Fiddle-Silencer/dp/B0B5KR9C4R/ref=sr_1_8?crid=59U3M8QBYMVF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oV0FYsf5kGz6b4dSOvcDIg9BL6S44WU3KdF6-qdUrWCK0SiVbfFY90o6mxn8O1WVvX8M8DFnLaDRgdKtgC4l7lMPn83kJq3ydaj3XZFfxmUrhbNkbc6IsKXDZuMiLZk_KNZQ0E7GKoN2kiMLsKbkxdqnMbgP1RrUIe_70B3UApWZwpBFYyAIA3EODRWehGQwysgF60oJKhfZEEu1BeZ7uQKrBgwK74u0NdIloJXaXCiIfoJCjA7QFtLh2s0WGyF1ferY04YHcGWYYz7JWaPDfH8qEdG5zIY1jzeWfsmOMIE.Mkn9Q4Ryyr8a2e3bC_jKMiTy0_NEccQTvHUpI7VD9gA&dib_tag=se&keywords=violin+mute+metal&qid=1730401257&sprefix=violin+mute%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/MIHEY-Tourte-Style-Cello-Mute/dp/B096WT3K3F/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=ZANFO6JSAE05&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ox_Hjp--CDlBREspsCdTaSSXoBEGhQA-jwCEFSfO6KbT3zSnmveb6DC4sKpepL-2e3hWuRypzuLOUBB96tdbzWFA4ye7LdcGVYHoWEZOOFd4VjDRfUPnDWUJvJoDxAcvGt562ZwDxV8-Bug3Akqp4mLS8dWawhdabijexxZFsImkTxUgefJXeSSc-Wf6BRwvW3r7NNR_gHBRcvSRdqiIysBFtyAu2pteEOSPJEks7UWGCJqZi8HDqIlnsqCPLgOhLROgCGaRM24g6Raw9daxxukDtVl-vMkpX53qBMYueks.-nDMSZvwtlCB6M-a0ST-p3JO8DCb7pGog-P9BlMW-Sg&dib_tag=se&keywords=cello+mute+metal&qid=1730429723&sprefix=%2Caps%2C106&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/BQLZR-Round-Rubber-String-Double/dp/B00EQ28TV0/ref=sr_1_3?crid=BEI3J7NC9KO6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vWcL30VJugmUtoG5gwIRRF9WU5wwI1DawNO9tkuAL7oxGH9DJESomg0pZMiGfNaNeaL5W0VWzR2I2CJngilNkIVoNKXlYJitFsBVfdiDqB8ARKz-xBPUb7sJpU1PLp2DTVYJJLQLzajeApPgpQSVc903Mrw1D0-X24gvpQufvCvZ68agVm8hXP_UIucl33e2OZFhCzER6meZYe3lc6Vb4xPiheDfGDYIxAiCxmvqiYIWb5xcuz50yFGx5vXx9MTc73abSGGUDbmLYpubwe7sc5A-dp6LMDCly6lRpBntYHE.UFCaQs0p-6O3yYps7gaaEvMgdkHtX68ZoSyd06fZCEo&dib_tag=se&keywords=bass+mute&qid=1730429919&sprefix=bass+mute+%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-3

