The Need for Inclusive Prayer Spaces
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Textual Activism

Exodus 23:25

You shall serve the LORD your God,
and He will bless your bread and your
water. And I will remove sickness
from your midst.

Baal Haturim on Exodus 23:25

The verse speaks in the plural because
it speaks of communal prayer which is
not despised. And "bless your bread"
is in the singular because each person
blesses according to their unique
issues.

Taanis 2a

“To love the Lord your God and to
serve Him with all your heart”
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Which is the
service of God that is performed in
the heart? You must say that this is
referring to prayer.

The Kotzker Rebbe
All things of holiness necesitate each

and every person to do them together,
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as a unit of Israel in the name of the
Jewish People and that is why the
verse is written in the plural for
"service", however in matters of the
physical there isn't an application of
the togetherness of the masses. Even if
people are eating together, still each
person is only ingesting food into their
own bodies and it doesn't affect the
other. What comes out is Torah and
prayer, even in solitude, is in unity
with the Nation of Israel. But in
matters of the physical, even in a
group it is still each person by

themselves.

Yoma 86b

It was taught in a baraita that Rabbi
Meir would say: Great is repentance
because the entire world is forgiven
on account of one individual who
repents, as it is stated: “I will heal
their backsliding, I will love them
freely; for My anger has turned
away from him” (Hosea 14:5). It
does not say: From them, i.c., from
the sinners, but ‘“from him,” i.e., from
that individual. Because he repented,
everyone will be healed.
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Gilyon HaShas
The R'Ma M'Pano explains that it is
the portion in the covenant of being a

guarantor that is forgiven in this merit.

Imrei Emes

Israel is a klal u’prat u'klal. Each
person is a portion of the whole and is
sent to this world to fix something
unique and that is specific. This is
what is meant by "If I am (only) for
myself, what am I?". It is the klal
u'prat u'klal, we only find in the

general what exists in the specific.

Ohav Yisrael

Each person, according to their unique
identity, however they are gathered to
the place and united with all of the
service from the lower world.
Everything goes to one place... and the
G-d influences from G-d's goodness

and kindness to the entire world and
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all receive the Holy blessing from the
source on high and if so the influence
if from the source and root is complete

togetherness.

Ariz"l

The twelve months of the year
correspond to the 12 tribes, according
to the way in which they were
encamped. The month of Adar, which
is the last month of the year,
corresponds to the tribe of Naftali,

which was the last of the tribes.

Rashi on Genesis 30:8

°'n?>> ox AND I HAVE PREVAILED
— Onkelos translated it in the sense of
prayer (7950), in this way: 2798 71091
°’n7n51 means prayers that were
pleasing to God I offered and I was
accepted and was answered like my
sister.

Targum Jerusalem, Genesis 49:21

NAPHTALI is a swift messenger
declaring good tidings. He first
declared to our father Jacob that
Joseph was yet in life, and he went
down to Mizraim in a little time, and
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brought the contract of the Double IRW2172 90
Field from the palace of Joseph. And

was the one who lead prayers in

Jacob's synagogue, his tongue is sweet

as honey.
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