Communicative English — 1

Experiment — 3 (Reading)
Date:

1. Read the following passage with proper stress and intonation:
Truth (by M. K. Gandhi)

The word Satya (Truth) is derived from Sat, which means ‘being’. Nothing is or
exists in reality except Truth. That is why Sat or Truth is perhaps the most important
name of God. In fact it is more correct to say that Truth is God, than to say that God is
Truth. But as we cannot do without a ruler or a general, such names of God as ‘King of
Kings’ or ‘The Almighty’ are and will remain generally current. On deeper thinking,
however, it will be realized, that Sat or Satya is the only correct and fully significant
name for God.

And where there is Truth, there also is knowledge which is true. Where there is
no Truth, there can be no true knowledge. That is why the word Chit or knowledge is
associated with the name of God. And where there is true knowledge, there is always
bliss (Ananda). There sorrow has no place. And even as Truth is eternal, so is the bliss
derived from it. Hence we know God as Sat-chit-ananda, One who combines in Himself
Truth, Knowledge and Bliss.

Devotion to this Truth is the sole justification for our existence. All our activities
should be centred in Truth. Truth should be the very breath of our life. When once this
stage in the pilgrim’s progress is reached, all other rules of correct living will come
without effort, and obedience to them will be instinctive. But without Truth it is
impossible to observe any principles or rules in life. Generally speaking, observation of
the law of Truth is understood merely to mean that we must speak the truth. But we in
the Ashram should understand the word Satya or Truth in a much wider sense. There
should be Truth in thought, Truth in speech, and Truth in action. To the man who has
realized this Truth in its fulness, nothing else remains to be known, because all
knowledge is necessarily included in it.
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2. Read the following passage with proper stress and intonation:

Swami Vivekananda: On the Wisdom and the Goal of Life

Each soul is potentially divine. The goal is to manifest this divinity by controlling nature,
external and internal. Do this either by work, or worship, or psychic control, or philosophy — by
one, or more, or all of these — and be free. All love is expansion, all selfishness is contraction.
Love is therefore the only law of life. He who loves lives, he who is selfish is dying. Therefore
love for love’s sake, because it is the only law of life, just as you breathe to live.

All power is within you; you can do anything and everything. Believe in that, do not believe that
you are weak; do not believe that you are half-crazy lunatics, as most of us do nowadays. You
can do anything and everything, without even the guidance of any one. Take up one idea. Make
that one idea your life; dream of it; think of it; live on that idea. Let the brain, the body, muscles,
nerves, every part of your body be full of that idea, and just leave every other idea alone. This is
the way to success, and this is the way great spiritual giants are produced. Be not afraid of
anything. You will do marvelous work. It is fear that is the great cause of misery in the world. It is
fear that is the greatest of all superstitions. Therefore, “arise, awake and stop not until the goal
is reached.”

You have to grow from the inside out. None can teach you, none can make you spiritual. In a
day, when you come across any problems, you can be sure that you are travelling in a wrong
path. We reap what we sow. We are the makers of our own fate. The wind is blowing; those
vessels whose sails are unfurled catch it, and go forward on their way, but those which have
their sails furled do not catch the wind. Is that the fault of the wind? We make our own destiny.
The greatest truths are the simplest things in the world, simple as your own existence. Do not
believe a thing because you have read about it in a book. Do not believe a thing because
another man has said it was true. Do not believe in words because they are hallowed by
tradition. Find out the truth for yourself. Reason it out. That is realization. The mind is in its own
nature when it is calm. The moment you can calm it, that moment you will know the truth.
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