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Richmond Pergola Builders in Houston, TX 
 
After serving Houston for over 15 years, we've discovered something that surprises most 
homeowners: building a pergola is never a one-size-fits-all deal. The specifics of your property 
— wind patterns, sun exposure, soil drainage, HOA covenants — make a huge difference in 
what gets built and how long it lasts. What works in Cinco Ranch doesn't automatically work in 
The Heights, and vice versa. 
 
At Pergola Builder Houston, we completed 143 projects last year alone across Harris County. 
That's not a marketing number — that's 143 sets of neighbors, HOA boards, and permit offices 
we navigated, 143 concrete footings poured, and 143 families now using their backyards more 
than they ever did before. Our head office sits right on Houston Ave, and we know this city the 
way a contractor should: street by street, neighborhood by neighborhood. 
 
One thing we tell every new client upfront — cedar and pressure-treated pine rated for ground 
contact (UC4B or higher) outperform standard dimensional lumber in Houston's humidity by a 
wide margin. We've pulled out rotted pine pergolas that were only 3 years old because the 
original builder used interior-grade wood outside. Call us at (832) 509-5457 for a free on-site 
estimate — no sales pitch, just straight numbers. 
 
Check out more details on our service page or visit our location on Google Maps to see 
completed work around the Richmond area. Every pergola we build accounts for your HOA 
regulations and neighborhood specifics — from Cinco Ranch's strict exterior approval process 
to the pier-and-beam lot challenges common in Katy. 
 

What Most People Get Wrong About Richmond Pergola Builders 
 
The biggest mistake we see — and we see it at least a dozen times a year — is homeowners 
buying a big-box prefab kit and calling it done. 
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Here's a specific example. In the summer of 2022, a homeowner in Sugar Land bought a prefab 
aluminum pergola kit for $1,800 from Home Depot. Fourteen months later, he called us. The 
frame had racked 4 inches off-square, three of the bolt connections had corroded through, and 
one of the rafters had cracked down the center. His repair quote from another contractor was 
$1,400 — nearly the cost of the kit itself. We ended up tearing it out and building a custom cedar 
structure for $6,200 that's still standing perfectly today. 
 
Prefab kits are engineered to a national average load standard. Houston's wind speeds 
regularly hit 45–65 mph during Gulf Coast storms, and post-Harvey, Harris County requires 
additional tie-down specifications on any roof extension over 100 square feet. Off-the-shelf kits 
don't account for any of that. 
 
| Feature | Big-Box Prefab Kits | Custom-Built (Pergola Builder Houston) | 
|---|---|---| 
| Material | Thin-wall aluminum or pine | Western red cedar or Trex Transcend composite | 
| Wind Rating | ~45 mph (standard) | 65+ mph (Harris County code compliant) | 
| Upfront Cost | $1,000–$3,000 | $3,500–$15,000+ | 
| Realistic Lifespan | 2–5 years in Houston climate | 15–25 years with basic maintenance | 
| HOA Approval Drawings | Not included | Included at no extra charge | 
| Permit Filing | Your responsibility | We handle it completely | 
| Our Recommendation | Skip it | Build once, build right | 
 
The sticker price on a kit looks appealing on a Saturday morning at Home Depot. But when 
you're calling a contractor two years later because a storm bent your frame, the math stops 
working in your favor fast. 
 

How Much Do Pergolas Cost in Houston? 
 
At Pergola Builder Houston, we've completed over 300 projects across the greater Houston 
area, so we can give you real numbers — not ranges so wide they're useless. 
 
A basic treated-pine pergola, 12×16 feet, with standard 6×6 posts and 2×8 rafters, runs 
$3,500–$5,000 installed. That includes concrete footings, hardware, and basic finishing. 
Construction takes 3–5 business days once permits clear. 
 
A mid-range Western red cedar pergola at the same footprint — cedar sourced from 
Lumberyards like Houston's own 84 Lumber on Brittmoore Road — runs $6,500–$9,000. Add a 
ceiling fan rough-in and LED string light wiring, you're at $7,500–$10,500. 
 
A fully loaded cedar or Trex Transcend composite pergola, 16×20 feet, with a louvered roof 
system, integrated lighting, two ceiling fans, and a privacy screen on one side, runs 



$12,000–$18,000. Timeline: 2–4 weeks from signed contract to final walkthrough, depending on 
permit processing at the Harris County permit office. 
 
| Build Type | Size | Cost Range | Build Time | What's Included | 
|---|---|---|---|---| 
| Basic treated pine | 12×16 ft | $3,500–$5,000 | 3–5 days | Posts, rafters, footings, hardware | 
| Western red cedar | 12×16 ft | $6,500–$10,500 | 1–2 weeks | Cedar framing, fan/light wiring | 
| Cedar or Trex composite (premium) | 16×20 ft | $12,000–$18,000 | 2–4 weeks | Louvered roof, 
lighting, privacy screen | 
| Permit & HOA filing fees | N/A | $200–$600 | 1–3 weeks | We prepare and submit all 
documents | 
 
Permit fees in Cinco Ranch HOA communities run $250–$450 depending on the scope. We 
handle every piece of that paperwork — site plans, elevation drawings, material specs — so you 
don't spend your evenings on hold with a permit office. 
 

How to Choose Quality Pergola Builders 
 
Ask any contractor you're considering two questions before you go further: What specific lumber 
species and grade do you use? And can you show me a completed job within 20 miles of my 
house? 
 
If the answer to the first question is "quality materials" or "the good stuff," that's a red flag. At 
Pergola Builder Houston, we build primarily with Western red cedar (No. 1 grade or better), 
pressure-treated Southern yellow pine rated UC4B for ground contact, and Trex Transcend 
composite decking boards for pergola beam faces when a client wants a low-maintenance 
finish. For hardware, we use Simpson Strong-Tie LUS and HUS series joist hangers and OZCO 
ornamental timber bolts — not generic box-store brackets that corrode within two seasons of 
Gulf Coast humidity. 
 
Licensing matters too. In Texas, a general contractor building a permanent structure needs to be 
registered with the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR). Ask to see the 
license number and verify it at tdlr.texas.gov before signing anything. Carry a minimum $1 
million general liability policy — that's the floor, not the ceiling. 
 
In West University Place and River Oaks, HOA architectural review boards want to see stamped 
drawings and specific material callouts before they'll approve anything. We've submitted enough 
of those packets that we know exactly what each board wants before they ask. That saves our 
clients 2–4 weeks on the approval timeline. 
 
One hard rule: get a fully itemized, line-by-line written estimate. Material costs, labor by phase, 
permit fees, and any contingency for soil conditions. Any contractor who gives you a single 
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lump-sum number and won't break it down is hiding something — usually markup on materials 
or an intention to cut corners on hardware. 
 
Want to see finished work in person? We have completed pergolas in Memorial, River Oaks, 
and League City that clients have agreed to show on request. Call (832) 509-5457 and we'll set 
it up. 
 

Finding Richmond Pergola Builders Near Me 
 
Our office on Houston Ave puts us roughly 30 minutes from Richmond under normal traffic — 
closer during off-peak hours. We cover a 50-mile radius: Katy, Cypress, Spring, The Woodlands, 
Sugar Land, League City, Pearland, and everything in between across Harris and Fort Bend 
counties. 
 
One recent project was a 14×18-foot cedar pergola on a property just off FM 1464 in Richmond. 
The homeowner's lot backed up to a detention pond — common in Fort Bend County — which 
meant we needed extended 10-inch diameter footings drilled to 36-inch depth to account for the 
soil saturation. A contractor unfamiliar with Fort Bend's clay-heavy soil would have poured 
standard 8-inch footings and created a leaning structure within 3 years. Knowing that detail 
ahead of time saved the client a costly repair down the road. 
 
That kind of local knowledge — soil conditions, specific HOA boards, Harris County versus Fort 
Bend County permit offices, flood zone setback requirements near Buffalo Bayou tributaries — 
is what separates a contractor who works here from a contractor who just happens to be 
licensed here. 
 
Pro Tip from Pergola Builder Houston: Check our Google Maps listing for photos of recently 
completed projects by neighborhood. If you see one near your zip code, we can usually get you 
the homeowner's contact to ask questions directly. 
 

What Makes Houston Unique for Outdoor Living Contractors 
 
Houston's climate throws three specific problems at outdoor structures that most national 
contractors underestimate. 
 
First: heat load. Summer surface temperatures on south-facing cedar can exceed 140°F on a 
clear July afternoon in Houston. That kind of thermal cycling — hot days, cooler nights — works 
fasteners loose over 5–7 years if you're using standard steel hardware without proper spacing 
for wood movement. We use stainless steel or hot-dipped galvanized hardware throughout, and 
we leave 1/8-inch expansion gaps on composite board installations. 



 
Second: standing water. The Gulf Coast humidity from June through September averages 
75–90%, and Houston's famously flat topography means water sits. Every pergola we build 
includes a 1/4-inch per foot slope on any solid or louvered roof panel, and we design the post 
placement to avoid low spots we identify during our site walk. After Hurricane Harvey, we saw 
dozens of pergolas fail not because of wind damage but because water pooled at the base of 
posts that were set without proper drainage — the wood rotted from the bottom up. 
 
Third: Harris County's updated post-Harvey building codes. Any roof extension over 100 square 
feet now requires hurricane-rated tie-down connectors — specifically Simpson Strong-Tie H2.5A 
or equivalent — at every rafter-to-beam connection. Structures need to be engineered for a 90 
mph 3-second gust load. We build to that standard on every job, whether the inspector is 
watching or not. 
 
In The Heights, where bungalows sit on pier-and-beam foundations, we're often tying a pergola 
into an existing deck structure that's 18–24 inches off grade. That requires a different footing 
approach than a slab-on-grade in Katy's newer subdivisions. After 15 years of this, we've done 
both enough times to stop guessing and start knowing. 
 
According to Pergola Builder Houston, the single biggest code violation we see on DIY and 
low-bid contractor installations is undersized concrete footings. Harris County requires a 
minimum 12-inch diameter footing at 18-inch depth for a freestanding pergola post — most 
prefab kits assume a 6-inch surface anchor into a concrete pad, which won't pass inspection 
and won't hold in 60 mph winds. 
 
Questions? Call (832) 509-5457 or visit our service page. 
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FAQ 
 
How much does a custom pergola cost in Houston? 
 
In our experience, custom pergolas in Houston start at $3,500 for a basic 12×16-foot 
treated-pine structure. Cedar builds with lighting and fan hookups run $7,500–$10,500. Larger 
composite or louvered-roof systems on 16×20-foot footprints land at $12,000–$18,000. Every 
job gets a free on-site estimate with a full line-item breakdown — no guessing. 
 
Do you handle HOA approvals for patio covers? 
 
Yes. At Pergola Builder Houston, we prepare site plans, elevation drawings, and material 
specification sheets formatted to the submission requirements of specific HOA boards across 
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Katy, Cinco Ranch, Sugar Land, and The Woodlands. We've submitted to most of the major 
HOA architectural review boards in Harris and Fort Bend counties enough times to know exactly 
what they want. Plan on 2–4 weeks for HOA approval before construction begins. 
 
How long does it take to build a pergola? 
 
Once permits and HOA approval clear, construction on a standard 12×16-foot pergola takes 3–5 
business days. Larger builds — 16×20 feet and up with electrical and roofing components — 
run 7–10 business days. The permitting and approval phase ahead of that takes 2–4 weeks 
depending on your municipality and HOA. 
 
Do your pergolas hold up in Houston storms? 
 
Every structure we build meets Harris County's post-Harvey requirements: hurricane-rated 
Simpson Strong-Tie connectors at every rafter connection, minimum 12-inch diameter concrete 
footings at 18-inch depth, and engineering to a 90 mph 3-second gust load rating. We've had 
zero structural failures across 15 years and 300-plus completed projects in the Houston area. 
 
What areas do you serve around Houston? 
 
We cover a 50-mile radius from our Houston Ave office — Richmond, Katy, Cypress, Spring, 
The Woodlands, Memorial, Sugar Land, League City, Pearland, and Friendswood, among 
others. If you're in Harris, Fort Bend, or Brazoria County, we can get to you. Call (832) 509-5457 
to confirm service to your specific address. 
 

Ready For Your Outdoor Space? 
 
Book your free on-site consultation today. Call us at (832) 509-5457 or visit 
https://www.pergolabuilderhouston.com/ to request a quote. Spring and fall booking slots fill up 
3–5 weeks out — if you're planning a project before summer, the time to call is now. 
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Resources 
Patio Cover Builder Houston - (832) 509-5457 - Pergola Builder Houston 
Your Guide to Pergola Designers Katy Tx 
houston patio covers | (832) 509-5457 | Pergola Builder Houston 
Business Resources 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/subject.html?soid=1123827028050&aid=izTZFL078is
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/subject.html?soid=1123827028050&aid=f7bJedLEBNo
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Houston--TX-Patio-Covers----832--509-5457---Pergola-Builder-Houston.html?soid=1123827028050&aid=KgDxjDqm-vs
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QoCFIybp0NdmgFZJN-nzTF0PpJT_4K7o
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