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As Typhoon Usagi and three other storms approach, migrant fishers
fear that government inaction could endanger their lives

Migrant fishers and civil society groups once again urge the Taiwanese government and
seafood industry to ensure the safe evacuation of migrant fishers

During Typhoons Krathon and Kong-Rey, migrant fishers were forced to stay on their
vessels during the storms, risking their safety and livelihoods

Taipei - As a rare November typhoon and three other powerful storms approach, unions and
civil society organizations with the Wi-Fi NOW for Fishers’ Rights campaign urgently call on the
government and the seafood industry to take immediate action to protect fishers’ lives and
facilitate their safe evacuation, in accordance with Taiwanese law, agency guidelines, and
international standards.

“Authorities must take decisive action by proactively visiting fishing ports to guarantee that
crews are evacuated before a typhoon makes landfall. Waiting until a storm is underway poses
significant danger, and timely evacuations are essential for ensuring safety,” said Mudzakir,
Chair of the Indonesian Seafarers Gathering Forum (FOSPI).

“Crew members are so fearful of being terminated that we do not dare to take the risk of looking
for shelter during a storm. We believe we must remain on the ship because if damage occurs



due to a storm, we, as crew members, will be held responsible,” said Nofian, a fisher and
FOSPI member.

According to news reports, migrant fishers were compelled to remain on their vessels during
Typhoon Krathon in early October and again during Typhoon Kong-rey in late October, despite
demands from unions and civil society organizations. The government and industry’s failure to
safely evacuate crew members during historically powerful typhoons breaches Taiwan’s
Disaster Prevention and Protection Act and the guidelines outlined in the Fisheries Agency’s
“Principles for Docking Fishing Vessels and Sheltering Crew Members,” as well as disregards
international labor standards that affirm workers' fundamental right to a safe and healthy
working environment. The failure of governments at both the national and county levels to
enforce existing laws and regulations has permitted employers who violate these standards to
avoid accountability and continue this negligent practice.

There are no clear signs that the Fisheries Agency and county governments will enforce their
laws and regulations to require employers to permit crew members to take shelter on land. With
yet another typhoon approaching Taiwan this season, the seafood industry is once again
disregarding safety concerns for fishers. Vessel owners are failing to adhere to labor safety
standards, while seafood buyers and brands that source from them continue to turn a blind eye.

“‘Enough is enough. Forcing fishers to remain on vessels during a typhoon shows a shocking
disregard for their lives. The government’s own Fisheries Agency is allowing vessel owners to
break the law by keeping migrant fishers on board during typhoons,” said Lennon Wong,
director of the Migrant Workers Policy Office of the SPA.

“Fishers should not be forced to stay on board during a dangerous storm to guard and protect
the ship. This is unthinkable and should not be practiced for any reason,” said Father Nguyen
Duy Trinh from Stella Maris Kaohsiung.

“The government and seafood industry must prioritize the safety of fishers over vessels. We are
a nation that prides itself on our commitment to human rights. It is unacceptable that we must
keep reminding the government and seafood industry that human lives should be prioritized
over equipment,” said Shih Yi-hsiang from Taiwan Association for Human Rights (TAHR).

“‘How many typhoons must hit Taiwan before the seafood industry, including seafood brands,
stops allowing migrant fishers' lives to be discarded? The seafood industry is fully aware that
fishers are being abandoned on vessels during one typhoon after another, yet it chooses to turn
a blind eye,” said Valery Algaza, Deputy Director of Global Labor Justice.
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