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Session summary (for Group co-chairs) 

We will use the content in the table below to highlight your work to the RDA community as a 

report organised by the Technical Advisory Board.  

Please complete ALL fields below by Friday 25th April, close of business to be included in 

the report & social media activities. 

Summarise your session in three sentences: 

This session presents the outcomes of the MaLDReTH Working Group and introduces 
MaLDReTH 2.0, which will focus on establishing standardized approaches for describing 
and documenting tool interoperability across the research data lifecycle. 

Key outcomes/actions/takeaways 

1.​ Showcasing the MaLDReTH framework and visualization prototype for tool 
categorization 

2.​ Presenting the methodology for mapping tool interoperability and data flow 
patterns 

3.​ Introducing plans for tool metadata standardization and automated validation 
4.​ Discussing community-driven governance for sustainable tool documentation 
5.​ Outlining integration pathways with existing research infrastructure initiatives 
6.​ GORC II Collaboration kickoff 

Synergies and/or possible collaborations identified with RDA groups and other groups:  

GORC II, IOI Infra Finder 

 
Get involved in RDA Community ​
This meeting will take place according to the RDA Code of Conduct 
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Collaborative Session Notes (To be used by 
participants and chairs during the session) 
Link to slides 

MaLDReTH Overview 
MaLDReTH 1.0 produced a harmonised research data lifecycle model, mapping of research 
tools, and a prototype database. See group page for details. 

MaLDReTH 2.0 
Builds on 1.0 
Focus on standardising approaches for tool interop 
Setting up documentation patterns 
Exploring how to make all this sustainable 
Engagement with adopters (collaborative co-design) 
 
Tool interop: looking at vertical integration patterns between RDL stages 
 
Looking to develop machine-readable tool interoperability profile, aiming ultimately for 
automatic tool composition  
 
Possible tool integration patterns: API, shared storage integration, authentication gateway, 
standard format exchange (but surely the authn gateway is an underpinning element for the 
other three?) 
 
Co-design via three separate workshops (Q3 2025, Q4 2025, Q1 2026). Aiming to be 
steered by those who are implementing 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bVuYNEgvqzhd9SxyvHzkAL2IRfbFRTlq/edit#slide=id.p2


 

Collaboration with GORC II WG 
CJ provided an overview of the GORC work to date, noting it is complementary to 
MaLDReTH. 
 
Have now realised that mapping from MaLDReTH to GORC is right, so need to work on a 
more nuanced approach. CJ presented some possible approaches 
 
RMN: Really looking forward to working with GORC on this 

Community Engagement 
To date: use of MaLDReTH as an assessment/reference by institutions (i.e. Oxford), interest 
from InfraFinder (MaLDReTH could help here with more structure for how they describe 
tools),   
 
Aiming for an expanded group of stakeholders this time: 

 
Please let them know about other initiatives they could engage with! 
 
Technical task groups will be where the main tech work will take place 
 
Aiming for validation through participation, plus community review of deliverables 
 
Sustainability is something they are thinking about now to ensure the work is not wasted. 
Probably needs an organisation to keep updating the MaLDReTH map over time, and to 
reflect connections to other relevant initiatives. 
 

https://investinopen.org/data-room/about-infra-finder/


 

Adoption stories: Looking to set up a web presence to capture these. JISC thinking about 
using M as a way of structuring conversations with institutions. 
 
RMN: MaLDReTH is not a tools registry and does not plan to be. It focusses on categories of 
tools, with examples, but these are there to clarify what each category provides. Should 
probably engage with existing registries as they move forward. 
 
RMN: They are looking to “mine” their adoption stories for implementation patterns, and so 
the RDA website could perhaps help with that. 
 

Discussion Questions 
●​ What is your favorite method, framework, or tool to document interoperability or 

sustainable workflows? (Examples: EOSC, Lucidchart, etc.) 

 
any workflow language (1) edam (1) eosc mscr (1)  don't have one (2) lucidchart (1) 
maldreth (1) project management tools (1) there isnt a good one (1) trying to find one 
(1) whiteboarding tool (1) 

 
Gravity data 

●​ How do you see yourself or your institution utilising the MaLDReTH framework? 

https://www.gravitydata.co/product


 

 
●​ No (1)  I'm thinking about it 
●​ identify gaps, improve interoperability between our services and platforms with others 

in the research community. 
●​ If broadly validated, as a reference to realign existing registries 
●​ Use to identify gaps in our services for researchers, structure and organize our 

researcher-facing services so that researchers can better find and use them based 
on the MaLDReTh research lifecycle 

●​ Focus on standardizing approaches for tool interoperability 
 
 

●​ Prioritisation of next steps for the different MaLDReTH areas? 

 
 
Interoperability of tools got the most votes. RMN notes that interop and adoption are 
intertwined.  

Interested in joining MaLDReTH 2.0, either as a working group 
member or for a workshop? 
Please add your information below (add rows as needed): 
 



 

Full Name Affiliation Email Working 
Group? (y/n) 

Workshop? 
(y/n) 

CJ Woodford DRAC c.joseph.woodfor
d@gmail.com 

Y Y 

Chrys Wu Invest in Open 
Infrastructure 

hello@chryswu.c
mo 

Y Maybe? 
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