
AI and Academic Writing  
Analysis Project 

*adapted from Dr. Moises Santos, Santa Rosa Junior College 

Overview 
This 3-part project asks you to use AI chatbots to help us deepen our understanding of how 
writing works through both critical reflection and analysis.  

Many of you are probably aware of the conversations in the media about AI, such as: 

●​ AI will help us think 
●​ AI affects work productivity 
●​ chatbots like Chat GPT are dangerous  
●​ students are using AI to write assignments and plagiarize work from the internet. 

Aspects of all these discussions are important to consider and we are going to embrace this 
opportunity by learning how to use AI responsibly and deepen our understanding of how 
language works. We will learn how to use AI as a tool to learn, think critically, and analyze 
language and writing. 

We will be using Chat GPT and Chatsonic to compare and contrast the work you produce and 
the work the chatbots produce. I will provide the prompts, then you will input those into the AI 
platform(s) and analyze the responses they produce. Then we will use the responses that we 
get from these chatbots to learn how to critically analyze texts, and ultimately edit, expand, and 
revise the information that we are provided with.  

Goals 
Anything we get from an AI chatbot is informed by the same dynamics of power and cultural 
ideologies that we find in society. The information provided by AI is not necessarily wrong or 
right, and most likely it will produce a very generic response that lacks the variety and emotion 
that is part of the human voice. In fact, many proponents of AI chatbots argue that the 
technology is meant to help spark ideas for what we can write on a particular subject and we 
aim to “test” that theory by using ChatGPT AND Chatsonic.  

Ultimately, the primary goal with this project is to analyze what is being provided, and make it 
better by thinking critically about the subject and editing the text. In other words, we will provide 
the AI platform with a prompt, get a response, and use that response as a template for 
something we want to write so we can write it better!  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/jun/19/the-big-idea-will-ai-make-us-stupid
https://fortune.com/2023/06/18/wharton-professor-employees-hiding-ai-productivity-gains-from-employers/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/30/technology/ai-threat-warning.html
https://www.wired.com/story/chatgpt-college-university-plagiarism/
https://chat.openai.com/auth/login
https://writesonic.com/chat
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cindygordon/2023/04/30/how-are-educators-reacting-to-chat-gpt/?sh=48405e0e2f1c


Format 
●​ Part #1: AI generated essay and analysis 

○​ 250-500 word AI generated essay in a word document or gDoc with your 
reflection and analysis added using the track changes “comments” feature 

●​ Part #2: Working with sources and doing research 
○​ Source verification and analysis 

●​ Part #3: Revised essay 
○​ Revised 500-750 word essay using both the AI generated text and your own 

customization 

Approach 

Part #1: AI generated essay and analysis 

Step 1: Choose a Prompt  

Choose a prompt from the following list  

1.​ Tell me what makes college writing good. 
2.​ Tell me what literacy is. 
3.​ Tell me how writing connects to identity.  
4.​ Tell me the history of grades in universities. 
5.​ Tell me the history of teaching college writing.  
6.​ Tell me what information literacy is. 

Step 2: Enter the Prompt into Chat GPT (openAI) and Chatsonic 
(writesonic)  

It doesn’t matter which chatbot you use first, but please do enter prompts into BOTH 
platforms. Both of these AI chatbots will require you to create an account but you can 
use a gmail account to sign in as well.  

●​ Chat GPT can be found here: https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt 
●​ Chatsonic is run by the site "Writesonic" (just make sure you are using Chatsonic 

and not one of the other functions on Writesonic): https://writesonic.com/chat 

For all of these prompts you should get about a response of a paragraph or two from 
each chatbot. Chatsonic will also provide some citations, or references to information it 
found on the internet. Make sure that the "Include latest google data" button is turned on.  

https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt
https://writesonic.com/chat


After you have entered the prompts, check that the chatsonic response has references 
to it, if not try clicking the "Regenerate Response" button to have it produce a new 
response until you get one with references.  

Step 3: Copy and Paste the Responses and Analyze Them 

After you have gathered responses from both Chat GPT and Chatsonic;  

●​ copy and paste them onto a Google Doc or Word Document. Make sure you 
identify which response is from each chatbot.  

○​ NOTE: When copying the Chatsonic response, do not use the copy 
function on the site, highlight the text and references and copy and 
paste them yourselves.  

Then you will begin to analyze the text. Write a few sentences comparing the responses 
from both chatbots. Use the following questions as guidelines: 

1. How are they similar or different? How long is each response?  

2. Are they using similar language? tone? and/or arguments?  

3. Do they take the same approach to answering the prompt?  

Next, using the comments function on Google Docs or Microsoft Word, make notes on 
the text about things you find interesting, want to learn and write more about, or have 
questions about. Use the following as guidelines for your comments:  

1.​ Highlight text and note why you highlighted it. 
2.​ Ask questions using the “comment” tool.  
3.​ Mark parts of the narrative that are too vague or broad, or on the other 

hand, too specific or misleading.  
4.​ Note parts of the narrative that you may want to fact check 
5.​ Mark parts of the text that you are interested in editing, rewriting, or 

expanding on. (At this point you are just marking these parts in the 
text, later you will do a bit of your own research to be able to add to 
the text) 

Sample/Template  
You will submit the work from Steps 1-3 for Assignment #1.  



Here is an example of what Assignment #1 should look like: 

  

 

 

Note: If you are submitting a google doc, please make sure that you have allowed me to 
have “editor” access to the doc, otherwise I will not be able to see your comments on the 
margins.  

  

 



Part #2: Working with sources and doing research 

Step 1: Check the Citations/References that Chatsonic Provided  

Remember, Chatsonic will provide references from the internet that it used to create the 
response.  

In this step, you will be critically analyzing the references it used and how well it used 
them. Click on each of the hyperlinks that Chatsonic provided and use the following 
questions as guidelines to analyze each one of the sources.  

1.​ Are these citations related to the topic?  
2.​ How close is the information from the source to that of the text provided by 

Chatsonic? Is it the same? (that would be plagiarizing lol). Is it not even close? 
(that would also be bad).  

3.​ Are these scholarly sources? (not sure what that means…check this out What is 
a Scholarly article?  

4.​ Does Chatsonic use all of the sources equally? Sometimes you will find that 
Chatsonic will provide 3 references, but only cite 1 of them. So why provide the 
other two? Do those other two also have the same relevance to the subject?   

You will submit the work for Assignment #2  

 Here is an example of what Assignment #2 should look like:  

 

 

https://library.usfca.edu/scholarly-articles
https://library.usfca.edu/scholarly-articles


Step 2: Do Your Own Research 

Now that you have analyzed the references that Chatsonic used, it's time for you all to 
find your own sources that will allow you to eventually edit and revise the response from 
both Chatsonic and Chat GPT.  

Look up some sources for the topic/prompt you chose through the USF library website 
https://library.usfca.edu/home.  

Type in a keyword and hit search. Then, on the left hand side click the "peer-reviewed 
articles" filter so that you can filter your searches to readings that will be much more 
manageable.  

Choose 1-2 sources for you to read. Provide the citation for the sources you choose. The 
library website generates citations for you. When you click on an article, you will see a 
button that says "citation" then you can copy and paste that text onto your document.  

Part #3: Revised “final” essay and analysis 

Finally, edit, revise, and expand your essay using the new sources you found through 
the library website to revise the text of one of the responses from Chat GPt or Chatsonic. 
Because of the additional research and knowledge you have gained through this 
process, you are expected to expand your essay by approximately 250 words. The 
content you provide should include what you learned from the new sources you found on 
the library website.  

You will submit the your completed edited, revised, and expanded essay for 
Assignment #3 

Here is an example of what Assignment #3 should look like: 

https://library.usfca.edu/home
https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/65612/assignments/1004987


 

 

Notes 
This 3-part project is likely to feel “messy” and a bit confusing at times. That’s ok! It’s part of the 
process. We will take the appropriate time for each phase and they will be broken down and 
discussed in class. If you have any questions along the way or see challenges that need to be 
addressed PLEASE share! The process is meant to be intellectually challenging and engaging, 



and not painful. So, share the struggle so we can work together to make the process productive 
and useful.  
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