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Unit Name Summary What Teachers are Saying 

Think Like a 
Historian 

 
2 weeks 

A beginning-of-the-year unit that 
introduces 6 historical thinking skills by 
asking students to “solve” two 
mysteries: The Lost Colony of Roanoke 
and The Disappearance of Amelia 
Earhart.  
 
Key Lessons:  

●​ Why Study History? 
●​ What is History?  
●​ Analyzing Primary & Secondary 

Sources 
 

Geography of 
the Western 
Hemisphere  

 
3 weeks 

●​ A year-round resource that 
thoroughly introduces the 5 
Themes of Geography and 
covers the regions of the 
Western Hemisphere ( North 
America, Central America, the 
Caribbean, and South 
America).  

 

Native 
American 
Regions 

 
3 weeks 

This unit studies Indigenous people 
from 8 cultural regions. Students learn 
about each region’s geography, 
Native American groups, and cultural 
traits.  
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Origin of Indigenous People 
●​ What is Culture? 
●​ Mapping Cultural Regions  

 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/think-like-a-historian-unit-introduction-to-historical-thinking-5th-grade-8th-grade/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/think-like-a-historian-unit-introduction-to-historical-thinking-5th-grade-8th-grade/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/western-hemisphere-geography-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/western-hemisphere-geography-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/western-hemisphere-geography-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/native-american-regions-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/native-american-regions-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/native-american-regions-unit/


Age of 
Exploration 

 
2 weeks  

This unit explores the causes and 
effects of the Age of Exploration (also 
called the Age of Discovery). Students 
learn about major European explorers, 
why they explored, and how their 
actions affected Native Americans. 
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Explorers’ Technology & Routes 
●​ Risks of Exploration Game 
●​ The Atlantic Slave Trade  

13 Colonies 
 

3 weeks 

This Colonial America unit covers the 
history of the Southern, Middle, and 
New England colonies.  
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Jamestown Gallery Walk 
●​ The Mayflower and Plymouth 

Colony 
●​ Puritan Life 
●​ The Salem Witch Trials 
●​ Colonial Fur Trading 
●​ The Quaker Way of Life 
●​ Comparing and Contrasting 

the Colonies  

Declaration of 
Independence 

 
3 weeks 

This unit covers the events that led to 
the Declaration of Independence. 
Students adopt a colonist identity and 
experience events like the tea act, 
the stamp act, and the Boston Tea 
Party.  
 
Key Lessons:  

●​ Patriots vs. Loyalists 
●​ Stamp Act Simulation 
●​ Intolerable Acts Simulation 
●​ First Continental Congress 
●​ Analyze the Declaration of 

Independence 
 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/age-of-exploration-2-week-interactive-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/age-of-exploration-2-week-interactive-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/age-of-exploration-2-week-interactive-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/13-colonies-3-week-interactive-unit-for-grades-5-8/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/declaration-of-independence-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/declaration-of-independence-unit/


Revolutionary 
War 

 
3 weeks 

This unit covers the causes, events, 
and effects of the Revolutionary War. 
It includes a week-long simulation 
where students “join the Continental 
Army” and adopt a new identity as 
soldiers, spies, or officers. 
 
Key Lessons:  

●​ Early Battles Around New York 
●​ Saratoga Campaign 
●​ Battles in the South 
●​ How “revolutionary” was the 

American Revolution?  

U.S. 
Constitution 

 
3 weeks 

This unit covers how the Constitution 
was created and how the US 
government works. Students 
participate in a simulation where they 
act as delegates at a Constitutional 
Convention and debate issues like 
presidential terms and representation 
in Congress. 
 
Key Lessons:  

●​ The Articles of Confederation 
●​ Three Branches of Government  
●​ The Constitution in Your Daily 

Life 
 

Presidential 
Elections 

 
1 week 

This unit is an engaging way to teach 
about U.S. presidential elections 
without getting into heated politics. 
Students participate in a mock 
election for fictional class presidential 
candidates.  
 
Key Lessons:  

●​ Citizenship & Civil Discourse 
●​ General Election & The 

Electoral College 

 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/revolutionary-war-3-week-interactive-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/revolutionary-war-3-week-interactive-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/us-constitution-unit-5th-grade-8th-grade/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/us-constitution-unit-5th-grade-8th-grade/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/presidential-election-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/presidential-election-unit/


Early Republic 
 

3 weeks  

This Early America unit covers the first 
seven U.S. presidents and economic 
and societal shifts during the Early 
Republic era (1780s – 1830). These 
shifts include the Industrial Revolution, 
the Market Revolution, immigration, 
and reform movements. 
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ George Washington’s 
Presidency 

●​ Election of 1800 Simulation 
●​ Market Revolution Simulation  

Westward 
Expansion 

 
3 weeks 

This Westward Expansion unit covers 
the causes, events, and effects of 
American Westward Expansion. 
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Manifest Destiny 
●​ Oregon Trail Simulation 
●​ California Gold Rush Game 

 

Civil War 
 

3 weeks 

This unit covers the causes, events, 
and effects of the American Civil War. 
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Events Leading to the Civil War 
●​ Election of 1860  
●​ Why Did They Fight? 
●​ Gettysburg 
●​ Reconstruction 

 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/early-republic-unit-a-new-nation-3-weeks-5th-grade-8th-grade/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/early-republic-unit-a-new-nation-3-weeks-5th-grade-8th-grade/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/westward-expansion-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/westward-expansion-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/civil-war-3-week-interactive-unit/


Reconstruction 
Unit 

 
1 week 

This unit covers the successes and 
failures of the Reconstruction Era after 
the Civil War.  
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Steps Toward Equal Rights 
●​ Resistance and Backlash 

 

Gilded Age 
and 

Industrialization 
Unit 

 
1 week 

This unit helps students understand 
how industrialization changed daily 
life, work, immigration, and politics 
during the Gilded Age.  

Reviews coming soon! This unit is 
brand new. :)  

Economics 
Simulation 

 
3 weeks 

 

This complete unit includes everything 
you need to run a classroom 
marketplace. Students team up, 
create a product, design marketing 
materials, and “sell” their items in a 
fun, real-world simulation. 
 
Key Lessons: 

●​ Scarcity and Choice 
●​ Supply and Demand 
●​ Labor and Production 
●​ Economic Systems 

 

Looking to save the most money and plan your entire 
year in five minutes?  

 
➡️ Get all the units at a discounted price here. ⬅️ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/reconstruction-unit/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/reconstruction-unit/
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https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/ultimate-savings-bundle-all-the-clever-teacher-u-s-history-resources/


U.S. History Quote of the Week (Year-long Warm Ups) 
Integrate literacy and history with U.S. History Quote of the Week.  

Resource Name Summary What Teachers are Saying 

Quote of the 
Week Part 1 

 
22 weeks 

This resource has 22 quotes from 1492 to 
1871, covering the Age of Exploration, 
Colonization, the American Revolution, 
the U.S. Constitution, Westward 
Expansion, the Civil War, and 
Reconstruction. 
 
As students learn about U.S. history, they 
practice literacy skills like: 
 

●​ making inferences 
●​ researching & summarizing 
●​ identifying the main idea, 

historical context, and author’s 
purpose 

●​ and responding to prompts 
 
Example Quote:  
 
“[A] Bill of Rights is what the people are 
entitled to against every government on 
earth.”  
– Thomas Jefferson, Letter, 1787 
 
 

 

Quote of the 
Week Part 2 

 
18 weeks 

This resource has 18 quotes from 
1877–1964, covering the Gilded Age and 
Industrialization, World War 1, the 1920s, 
the Great Depression, World War 2, the 
Cold War, and the Civil Rights 
Movement. 
 
As students learn about U.S. history, they 
practice literacy skills like: 
 

●​ making inferences 
●​ researching & summarizing 
●​ identifying the main idea, 

historical context, and author’s 

 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/u-s-history-quote-of-the-week-part-1/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/u-s-history-quote-of-the-week-part-1/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/u-s-history-quote-of-the-week-part-2-1877-1964/
https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/u-s-history-quote-of-the-week-part-2-1877-1964/


purpose 
●​ and responding to prompts 

 
Example Quote:  
 
“...in modern war there is nothing sweet 
nor fitting in your dying. You will die like a 
dog and for no good reason.”  
–Ernest Hemmingway, Letter, 1935 

 
➡️ Get part 1 and part 2 in a discounted bundle here. ⬅️ 

 
 

https://www.thecleverteacher.com/product/bundle-u-s-history-quote-of-the-week-parts-1-and-2/

