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CS+Earth Lesson Plan: 
Week 4 Lesson 4 

Note to Teachers: Teach from the web page and use it as your lesson guide. You do not have to be 
the expert in the room. You get to be the lead learner, modeling life-long learning for your students 
throughout these CS+Community lessons! There is not a detailed script, because your goal is to talk as 
little as possible and to focus on facilitating CS Talk between students. 
 
Prepare: Print and make copies of the student handouts and share them with the students. 

●​ What's copyright? Student Handout 
●​ What's copyright? Student Handout (Spanish) 

 
Review Learning Goal with Students: I can “ask and attribute” to use media appropriately. 
 

UCSD DOES 

1 
Project and play the video: Video Lesson Overview.  (Students are not using 
computers during the UCSD DOES). 

WARM UP 

2 
This section is designed to encourage discussion among students; plan to facilitate 
pairs, groups, or the whole class. 
Ask: What does the word "creator" mean? Have students take turns sharing their 
ideas with their partner. Then have students share their responses. Clarify that a 
creator is simply someone who creates something, like a photo, a song, or even a 
dish of food. Point out to students that they are all creators.  
Ask: Think about a time you created something, when you wrote down an idea, 
took a picture or video of something, made a piece of art, or uploaded something 
you made to the internet. What was it? 
Ask: What about a time when you've used someone else's creation online, like an 
image or a quote from an article?   
Invite students to share their answers. 

WE DO 

3 
Explain to students that when we create something, it's automatically ours. We 
have protections in place to make sure others don't use our work and say it's 
theirs.  
This protection is called copyright. Open and project for students the Vocabulary: 
Copyright.  
Ask: Have you heard of the term "copyright"? What comes to mind when you hear 
that word? Take turns sharing with a partner. 

YOU DO 

4 
Distribute copies of the What's Copyright? Student Handout, one per student, 
and read the directions for Part 1 aloud. Allow students to work in groups to 
complete Part 1 of the handout. Use the Teacher Version to support students as 
they work.  
Review the correct answers for Part 1 by inviting students to share out. Below are 
some helpful notes for clarifying student misunderstandings: 
Copyright: It does not matter if a work is hard copy or digital, it is still protected by 
copyright. A regular copyright (with this symbol) means you must get permission 
from the creator to use the work. 
License: Creators can choose what kind of copyright license they want. They can 
determine how strict or open to be about others using, sharing, altering, or making 

https://sites.google.com/sandi.net/cs-earth/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/sandi.net/cs-earth/lessons/week-4/week-4-lesson-4?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/193-eFzHhG1xMPe-PBMWIdAzVRhi-b0HyFwVZ7iFQ5G0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QiQFvYMvBsmHEm0N5momCsVREZMNRgh1aQGm6hlUgdY/copy
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money from their work. Creative Commons is a copyright license that allows for 
flexibility in how others use the work (such as to copy, alter, or make money from 
it). 
Attribution: A citation is a formal version of attribution with very specific 
information about the work (MLA, APA, etc.). See best practices for Creative 
Commons attribution. 
Plagiarism: When you don't provide attribution to the creator of the work, it's like 
stealing. 
Have students work in groups to complete Part 2 of the handout. Clarify that 
students should discuss their ideas as a group before writing down their 
responses. Then, invite students to share their responses to Part 2. 

WARM UP 

5 
This section is designed to encourage discussion among students; plan to facilitate 
pairs, groups, or the whole class. 
Ask: Do you think copyright is important? Why does it matter who gets credit for 
something? 
Invite students to respond. Emphasize that in addition to concrete benefits like 
money or fame, there is also fairness: If someone puts in the effort and time to 
create something, that person deserves to get the credit and have a say in how it 
gets used. 
Say: As a digital citizen and creator, you have a right to decide how your creative 
work is copyrighted. But you also have a responsibility in how you use the work of 
others. 

WE DO 

6 
Ask: Let's say you're doing a report on the history of the World Cup. You search 
Google for images and find the perfect image of a crazily screaming fan you want 
to use in your report. How will you decide whether you can use it or not? 
Invite students to respond. Emphasize that before using any images, or anyone's 
creative work of any kind, students should follow the practice "Ask and Attribute." 
Project the Ask Attribute Slide and explain that "Ask and Attribute" means that 
before you use a photo online, you should: 
"Ask" what kind of copyright license a photo has and whether you need permission 
to use it, and If the license allows you to use it, make sure to "Attribute" it to it's 
creator. 
Then project the second Ask Attribute Slide and explain to students that to figure 
out what type of license an image has: 
Do a reverse image search to try to find the original creator of the image. 
If the photo has a regular copyright, email or get ahold of the creator to ask 
permission. 
(Note: Though students and educators have the right to use copyright-protected 
work for education purposes, it's best to follow the tenets of "fair use." See the 
Common Sense Education video on copyright and fair use and the Fair Use 
Evaluator for more information.) 
If students get permission, they should provide attribution by listing the author and 
date and linking back to the photo's source. You could also have them use a 
citation, depending on your classroom practice. 

https://sites.google.com/sandi.net/cs-earth/home?authuser=0
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REFLECT & 

 SHARE 

7 

This section is designed to encourage discussion among students; plan to facilitate 
pairs, groups, or whole class. 
1.Say: I'm going to read you a scenario aloud. After I finish, give a thumbs up or a 
thumbs down for whether this is OK, according to copyright protections. 
 
Here is the scenario: Manny has to write a science report about where his local 
water comes from. He finds a paragraph on a website that is just right for his 
report. Manny copies it in his own handwriting and changes a couple of words to 
make it sound like something he would say. Is this "OK" or "no way"? 
 
2. Allow students to hold their thumbs up or down, and invite students to share out 
their reasoning. Clarify that the correct answer is "no way" because Manny copied 
the article. Even though he changed a few words and wrote it in his own 
handwriting, it's still plagiarism. In addition, he didn't provide attribution. 
 
3.Have students complete the Lesson Quiz. Send home the Family Activity and 
Family Tips. 

 

https://sites.google.com/sandi.net/cs-earth/home?authuser=0
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