
 





 

Argument: 

“Remarking radically on the similarity between literature and law provides a focus that fuses 
Mandela’s conception of law and Derrida’s of justice – fuses them to the effect that justice is found 
to be intrinsic to law, and so much so that law takes on the resistant, even revolutionary, force 
associated with justice. Whilst this ‘law’ hardly corresponds to standard notions, nonetheless this is a 
reading of the law that will claim to be both accurate and operative. It is a radical reading of the law 
in that it would go to the root of law (and borrow the etymology of ‘radical’: radix, root). The work 
that impels this reading is the surprisingly neglected ‘The Laws of Reflection: Nelson Mandela, in 
Admiration’ by Derrida.” 


