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Why Plagiarism is not “Theft.”

What is Plagiarism?

Pagiarism - the attempt to pass off the ideas, research, theories or words of others as
oneg's own = 18 1 senous academic offence. A new study by the Qualifications and
Curriculum Authority warns that exam boards appear to be failing to spot cheating, even
though the number of cases of fraud is increasing. Last vear, 3,600 teenagers were caught
breaching the rules - a 9% rise on the pr-wlnusyw‘.

[Twentieth-century dictionaries define plagiarism as "wrongful appropriation,” "close
imitation,” or "purloining and publication,” of another author's "language, thoughts,
ideas, orexpressions,” and the representation of them as one's own original work, but the
notion remains problematic with nebulous boundaries. There is no ngorous and precise
distinction belween imitation, stylistic plagiarism, copy, replica and rOIE!I')’I

Giving Plagiarism a Face B

Al the core of any discussion about plagiansm is the question of intent. Was another’s
work or ideas absconded with the intent to deceive or was the instance of plagiansm a
case of the misusc of sources (for reasons other than outright fraud)? In other words, is
an instance of plagiansm in student writing a case of academic misconduct or a teachable
moment?

I the context of tis question, writing instructors have tumed to the approach of
preemipling anv questionable practices by clanfving for students what defines plagiansm.
These diseussions typically open with a companson of plagiansm to intellectual “the™
or “fraud.” For exanBle, the oft-relerenced Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL),
describes plagiarism as follows:

There are some actions that can almost unquestionably be labeled plagiarism.
Some of these include buying, stealing, or borrowing a paper (including, of
course, copying an enfire paper or article from the Web); hiring someone to
write your paper {or vou; and copying large sections of text from a source
without quotation marks or proper cilabion.

It's not difficuli for siudenis to grasp the seveniy of plagianism when if's cast in such bald
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