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Durrus (Evanson) and  Carrigmanus Mizen (Coughland) ancestry of Lady Di and Elizabeth, 
daughter and heiress of the Duc de Castries who married Marshall McMahon 
(1808-1893) of France who descend from Patrick McMahon and Margaret O’Sullivan who 
married in Bantry in 1707.  
 
 
The Coughlans of Ardmore, fleet of cargo vessels Bristol, Newfoundland of which the north 
part has many Coughlans we don't know if Cathoilic or Protestant or related to Jeremiah.  
The black servant taking the Coughlan name and  buried 1820s in Youghal, one of the 
women painted by Gainsboro 
 
 
In summary 
 
Was amazed to learn that Lady Dianna Spencer1 (Diana's grandmother was Lady Fermoy,), 
is a Coughlan (Carrignmanus) and Durrus (Evanson) descendant as is the wife of Marshall 
McMahon (1808-1893) of France.   Marshal McMahon (President and Marshal of France in 
1873) on his marriage to Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of the Duc de Castries Marie 
Edme Patrice Maurice de MacMahon, marquis de MacMahon, duc de Magenta was a 
French general and politician, with the distinction of Marshal of France. He served as Chief 
of State of France from 1873 to 1875 and as President of France, from 1875 to 1879 
 
 
In the Paddy O’Keeffe papers in the Cork Archives dealing with a query on the Symms 
family there is a letter from Edward Keane (National Library) of the 5th September 1961.   
He states that the Marshall and a few other famous McMahons are descended from  Patrick 

1Re Lady Di and West Cork 
Thank you for the most interesting item that links Lady Diana Spencer with West Cork. In fact the 
Spencers of Althorp also had an earlier connection with West Cork. This involved the wife of the 
notorious 2nd Earl of Castlehaven who ended up being executed in London in 1631 for crimes of 
sexual depravity. His wife Anne was the eldest of three daughters of Lord Derby and Alice Spencer of 
Althorp. If King Henry VIII's will had been strictly followed Anne would have succeeded Queen 
Elizabeth I. However Elizabeth thought otherwise, perhaps with good reason given the above, and 
favoured James VI of Scotland who then became James I England. The Earls of Castlehaven, 
beginning with the 1st Earl who fought under Mountjoy at the Battle of Kinsale and then took over 
much of the historic lands of the O'Driscolls and the O'Mahonys, continued as Lord Audleys until after 
the Great Famine. They developed the four copper mines in Ballydehob in the early 1800s, a project 
that was riddled with fraud and deception and fed into the horrors of the famine years in the locality. 
These lands were finally disposed of as an encumbered estate in the post-famine years. 
 
I have recently published a book which discusses the above story in detail, 'The Earls of Castlehaven 
Lord Audleys of Cork and Kildare - War, Sex, Corruption, Land' (2018), see covers attached. Its 
available in some local bookshops, eg Skibbereen, Bantry, Clonakilty, Bandon, Macroom and 
Waterstones and Vibes and Scribes in Cork city, as well as online at o'mahonys.ie, hannas.ie and 
Amazon. Also available indeed from myself, price â‚¬20 which includes postage. 
Michael Keane 
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McMahon and Margaret O’Sullivan who married in Bantry in 1707.   He asks Paddy O’Keeffe 
for knowledge of this Margaret. 
 
O'Coughlans clients of the O'Mahonys of Mizen.  About 1600 a falling out they switch to 
Boyle and Hull and become Protestant.  According to Maziere Brady enclosed after the 1641 
'Rebellion' they hightail to England.  Slight error in Maziere Brady last page he refers to Rev. 
Fisher Teampall na mBoche his father he says is 2nd name Devonshire wrong it should be 
Devonsher old Cork merchant family. 
 
Of the family Jeremiah (Jeremy) an attorney marries Susann Evanson of Durrus.  He is 
involved in a number of deeds in Durrus with his brother in law Nathanaiel Evanson.  These 
deeds are part of the former McCarthy lands west of the current Durrus Village. 
 
1705, in Cork​ Susanna Evanson, Jeremiah Coghlan​ Assuming that Jeremiah is the same as 
Jeremy who appears in Bandon records 1730 re Gearhameen townland. legally trained Seneschal 
Dungarvan, agent with Andew Crotty of Devonshire Estates​ Prob. Durrus Court, Carriganus 
Three Castle Head. Jeremiah/Jeremy's great grandson Rev.Demetrius O'Coghlan of Carrigmanus  
fled to England during rising 1641 and died there.​ Nathaniel​ 1730 Bandon estate records 
show Nathaniel and his brother-in-law renting townlands from the Bernards around Gearhameen and 
surrounding townlands.  Conjectured that Jeremy's relations were settled on one of the better farms in 
Clashadoo, now occupied by the Johnston family.  Thomas Dukelow married into that farm in 1818 to 
Frances Coghlan, probably a relation of Jeremy Coughlan​ Coughlans of Carrigmanus working 
with Hull from the early 17th century acquired former O'Mahony lands.  Among children Rev. Henry 
Coughlan, George Esq, possible nephew Joseph.   Jeremiah died before 1737.  See Registry of 
Deeds project.​ Susanna 3rd child Evanson family history, MLB​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
I see in 1790 Charles and Ricahrd Coughlan were renting probably the former townlds in 
Kilcrohane owned by the College of St. Mary in Youghal after the relation Nathaniel Evanosn 
is renting. 
 
Jeremiah Coughlan is joint manager of the Boyle (Devonshire Estate West Waterford) 
 
Durrus  Marriages, quite a number of Durrus C of I families, Attridge, Dukelow, Shannon are 
Coughlan descendants so going back 10,000 to first people in the area.: 
 
It may be that either Richard  or Charles Coughlan who are in Kilcrohane deed 1790 are the 
father of Elizabeth and Frances maybe no male heir.  Marriage Licence Bonds for Cork only 
go to 1750. 
 
The late Mary Dukelow, Brahalish, Coughlan/Dukelow marriage and descendants,  Dukelow 
Genealogy: 
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1805​ Robert Ferguson Elizabeth Coughlan​Possibly Clashadoo​ Some time later a marriage 
Frances Coughlan, Clashadoo (Johnson farm) to Dukelow​ ​ ​ ​ MLB  I 
would think the Fergsons are the local enforcers of the Evanson landlord family.  Now the farm of the 
late John McCarthy, Clashadoo.  It also adjoining the farm that Frances Coughlan married from 
 
1814​ Thomas Dukelow Fran(ces) Coughlan​Clashadoo (now Johnson farm)  Crottees?​
​ Margaret m 1845 John Attridge Gearhameen 4 children, Sarah m 1851 David Shannon, 
Brahalish  son Thomas m Ursula Dukelow 1881​ Frances M 1st Charles Dukelow Carrigbui 1852 2nd 
Paul Shannon 1858 lived in Clashadoo 1st marriage Robert 1854- m Mary dukelow Upper Crottees 
lived there, Frances 1855 m 1878 Charles dukelow Dunbittern​ Frances 2nd Marriage Elizabet m 
1887 George Shannon Rooska Sarah m George KIngston, Drimoleague Mary m 1893 Thomas Hurst 
Bantry, Thomas m Kate Allen Goleen lived in Clashadoo, Paul m ellen Newman​ ​ There is a 
lease c 1730 from Francis Bernard later the Lord Bandons to one (Durrus Court) of the Evansons of 
Coolnalong and his brother-in-law of a few of the townlands around Clashadoo.  Coghlan was from 
Crookhaven and a minor landowner.  Is Frances Coghlan connected?​ Johnson farm, Clashadoo 
 
.. 
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From Maziere Brady2 he refers to the O’Coghlans/O’Coughlans/Coughlan: 
 

2 http://www.corkpastandpresent.ie/history/batch2/brady_vol1_cropped.pdf 
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Coughlan3 West Waterford: 
 

Ardmore Memory and Story - The Landed Gentry 

3. Ardo House 
 

 

 

Ardo House, Ardmore 

A very interesting account of Ardo House (by W. Fraher) appears in the 1990 issue of the 
Ardmore Journal. He says, "One of the earliest references to Ardo appears in the Civil 
Survey 1654-56. The proprietor's name was James Fzt Gerald gent, Irish papist. The 
property consisted of 280 acres and was valued at £23.15.0. 

Local tradition records that a family named Costen was associated with the house in the 
17th century. There appears to have been several subsequent owners and it was acquired in 
the later 17th century by Sir Francis Prendergast. Fascinating and sinister stories have been 
told about the place. One story tells of the young heir being wrongfully accused of 
appropriating valuable silver. He fled and was pursued and died on the cliff since called 
Croch an Oidhre (The Heir's Gibbet) having been hanged by his pursuers, or his horse failed 
to make the jump and he was caught and hanged in the reins. This story is well known but 
we do not know to what particular period if refers. 

3 
https://www.waterfordmuseum.ie/exhibit/web/Display/article/371/3/Ardmore_Memory_and_Story__Th
e_Landed_Gentry_Ardo_House.html. 
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Much of our information on the history of Ardo is in an article written by Frances Currey of 
Lismore and published in 1853. The Coghlans of Ardo are listed as one of the principal 
families of Co. Waterford in 1710. "Henry Coughlan of Ardo, High Sheriff 1776 married to a 
widow Lindsay of the Co. Tipperary" appears on a list of the principal gentry of the county in 
1775, compiled by the Right Hon. George Ponsonby. 

The Coughlans must have fallen on evil days. There are several accounts of the Widow 
Coughlan and her smuggling activities, of her two handicapped children and her two 
beautiful daughters. One daughter became Lady Barrymore and her sister Eliza went to live 
with her in London, where she met the widowed emigré Duc de Castries and married him 
and returned with him to France after the Revolution. The Castries family was-and still is-a 
prominent French family. At the coronation of Louis 18th in Notre Dame cathedral in Paris, 
Eliza as the Duchess de Castries occupied a seat of honour. She never came back to Ardo. 

Lewis' Topographical Dictionary of Ireland 1837 described the property as 'Ardo, the 
residence of P Lawlor…… a castellated mansion'. By the late 1830's, the Lawlors were gone 
from Ardo. Griffiths Valuation for co. Waterford 1848-51 notes the house as vacant and in the 
possession of the Directors of the National Bank. The house and offices are valued at only 
£1.15.0 which indicates it must have been in bad repair. A garden was occupied by the 
Directors of the National Bank but was owned by the Duc de Castries. The Duc also had four 
lots of land and an orchard valued at £103 and occupied by the Bank. 

The Ardo estate came into the de Castries family through the marriage of Eliza Coghlan of 
Ardo and the Duc de Castries. It was later acquired by Marshal McMahon (President and 
Marshal of France in 1873) on his marriage to Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of the Duc de 
Castries (Marshal McMahon i.e. The Duc de Magenta deserves special mention and is dealt 
with by Renagh Holohan in her book, The Irish Chateaux; In Search of Descendants of the 
Wild Geese". The Ardo connection is mentioned.) 

In 1985, my son, my sister and I were on a tour in southern France and visited the Tourist 
Office in Montpellier and happened by chance on a brochure of Castries, so went to visit it. 
There was an enormous chateau with appropriate gardens and we were shown through the 
various apartments. In one place, were photographs of the family with the pope, also with 
the present Queen-Mother who had visited them. There was a large portrait of Marshal 
McMahon. 

It was Marshal McMahon who put the Ardo property up for sale, and Sir Joseph McKenna 
was the buyer. The McKenna family (who took over Ardo in 1865) was a distinguished one 
too. Sir Joseph (he was knighted in August 1867) was a nationalist M.P. for Youghal 1865 - 
68 and from 1874 - 1885, later for Monaghan. He had been born in Dublin in 1819, was 
educated at Trinity College and called to the Bar in 1848. The family was very proud of its 
connection with St. Oliver Plunkett through Sir Joseph's mother. (A nephew of Sir Joseph's, 
Reginald McKenna had a most distinguished career in English politics, having been Hon. 
Sec, to the Treasury, President of the Board of Education, Home Secretary; succeeded 
Churchill as First Lord of the Admiralty and finally became Chancellor of the Exchequer 
under Asquith). Sir Joseph married in 1842, Esther Lousia Horne of Dublin who died in 1871 
and Tony Collis her great grandson says she is buried with her young daughter in Ardmore 
graveyard. There is a set of purple vestments in Ardmore Church, made from a ball-gown of 
Lady McKennas. 
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The tenure of the McKennas seemed to have initiated a period of refurbishment and 
prosperity at Ardo. Frances Curry (mentioned previously) talks in 1895 "of the scrupulously 
white washed walls, gleaming brilliantly in the sun". In fact, those years from the 1860's to 
the 1920's seem to have been the heyday of Ardo House. The photographs of the early 20th 
century show a delightful family home, well looked after as were the splendid out-offices of 
the adjoining farm. It exuded an air of prosperity and contentment. 

The late Deug Connell (later to become owner of the place) spoke of a big ball given in Ardo 
(probably in the early part of the century) when the whole avenue beginning at the approach 
near his house, was lighted up with lanterns. That must have been the same one of which 
Mrs Pollock spoke, her daughter, Mrs Dowson told of her father and mother bringing up cold 
sweets (refrigeration would have been a problem in those days), dancing all night and 
walking home at dawn. Mrs Dowson also spoke of going on one occasion with her father to 
visit Sir Joseph who was sitting up in bed wearing his tall hat. He died on 15th August 1906. 
He had re-married and the second Lady McKenna died in July 1907. Both were buried in a 
vault in an adjoining field with a large stone angel on guard. Now the place is covered with 
briars. The lady had been noted for her dedication to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and the family was always resentful of the fact that this society got most of the McKenna 
money and the place was not viable. 

Sir Joseph McKenna had ten children, six girls and four boys from his first marriage. One of 
his daughters married a grandson of Daniel O'Connell. Another daughter Magdalen Mary 
aged 13 is buried in the Ardmore graveyard, as also is Kathleen Elizabeth McKenna wife of 
Joseph (who inherited the place) in 1918. Members of the family lived there for some years 
before going to England, Madeline who later became Mrs Collis was one of them. 

For a period in 1920-21 it was let during the summer to the committee of Coláiste Deuglán, 
so her father Joseph McKenna had vacated the house by then. There was no caretaker and 
the place was looted, eventually sold and deprived of its roof, so the final period of its 
desolation began. 

The Collis family (3 sons, Guy, Tony and Terrence) returned to Ardmore, bought Melrose and 
used it as a guesthouse in the late 30's, early 40's). They returned to England in the mid 40's 
(Martin Hurley, my father bought Melrose and there I spent the first ten years of my married 
life). Guy was in an anti-partition league in England, moved to Leicester and became Lord 
Mayor of that city and was in frequent communication with me until his death a few years 
ago. 

Author: Siobhan Lincoln 

 

Marshall McMahon: 
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1813-1875​ "Dr. Joshua Dowe, MRCS England 1836 
MD Glasgow 1836"​ Doctor from Carrigmanus, Goleen  went to Australia.  In June 1842 he 
was appointed coroner for the district of Windsor a position he held until 1860. He was 
appointed medical officer of Windsor Hospital in 1848.​ Father Joshuea married firstly 
Miss Coughlan after her death Miss Susan Sympson from Castletownbere, his son not the 
doctor married her sister.  Father and son married to two sisters​ Paddy O'Keeffe papers
​ "Joshua Dowe was born in Ireland in 1813.  Joshua Dowe was listed as a qualified 
Medical Practitioner for the Jerry's Plains district in 1839. 
 
287        641        188546        1771        Jul        3        Indenture                COGHLAN        
Jeremy        possessed Ballysaggartbeg, Co Waterford                O                         
14 Nov 1771        A assigned to C & D, properties, tythes, rents etc in Counties Cork, Kerry, 
Limerick, Tipperary & Waterford that had belonged to B.        RonPrice        BO                01 
Oct 2025                340 
 
326        274        215683        1778        Apr        4        Lease                COGHLAN        
Henry        Rev; Clarke        Bandon, Co Cork        P1                                                30 Apr 
1778        A leased to B, the lands of Curragrunagh containing 586 acres, Barony of East 
Carbery, Co Cork, for a term of 31 years.        RonPrice         A                01 Oct 2025                
145 
 
 
TCD Entries 
 
1726        Henry Coghlan        Pen., Dr. Hill, Lismore        15        Jeremiah, arminger, Co. 
Waterford        Marriage Susanna Evanson, Durrus,  and Jeremiah (Jeremy) Coghlan 1705.  
He was from Carrigmanus across Dunmanus Bay later attorney and seneschal of 
Dungarvan and agent with Andrew Crotty of Devonshire Estate        Jeremiah was renting 
ploughlands around Clashadoo Durrus with his brother in law Nathaniel Evanson from 
Bernards of Bandon later Bandon Estate.        
 
1725        John Coghlan        Pen., Mr. Hill, Lismore        18        Jeremiah, arminger, Co. 
Waterford        Marriage Susanna Evanson, Durrus,  and Jeremiah (Jeremy) Coghlan 1705.  
He was from Carrigmanus across Dunmanus Bay later attorney and seneschal of 
Dungarvan and agent with Andrew Crotty of Devonshire Estate        Jeremiah was renting 
ploughlands around Clashadoo Durrus with his brother in law Nathaniel Evanson from 
Bernards of Bandon later Bandon Estate.         
 
 
 
.. 
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