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Operating in both Manhattan and Garden City, Nassau County, New York, Lebedin Kofman 
LLP is a law firm that is committed to assisting individuals who are confronted with criminal 
charges, including intricate DWI cases. Our goal is to attain favorable outcomes for our 
clients through effective representation and skillfully navigating the legal system. 
 
Does DUI and DWI mean the same in New York law? 
In New York, drunk driving offenses are usually classified into DWI, which can be a 
misdemeanor or felony, and DWAI, a violation, as per Vehicle and Traffic Law 1192. 
Although similar offenses are termed DUI in other states, in New York, these offenses are 
referred to as DWI or DWAI. 
 
What does 'Hardship Privilege' signify in the context of DWI charges? 
The 'Hardship Privilege' refers to a provision in New York law that allows a person charged 
with DWI, and whose license has been suspended, to apply for limited driving privileges, 
particularly when no other transportation means to work are available. However, certain 
eligibility requirements must be met to avail of this privilege. 
 
How are DWI and DWAI offenses categorized in New York? 
In New York, DWI is generally a misdemeanor, while DWAI is a traffic infraction. However, 
specific situations can escalate a DWI to a felony and a DWAI to a misdemeanor, such as if 
there's a previous DWI conviction within the last ten years or if an underage passenger was 
present in the vehicle. 
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Other Services we are known for 
Criminal Defense 
Sex Crimes 
DWI / DUI 
Civil Rights Litigation 
Debt Defense 
 
GBP Categories 
Criminal justice attorney 
Bankruptcy attorney 
 
Areas we serve: 
Alphabet City 
Battery Park City 
Carnegie Hill 
Chelsea 
Chinatown 
Civic Center 
East Village 
Financial District 
Flatiron District 
Gramercy Park 
Greenwich Village 
Harlem 
Hell’s Kitchen 
Inwood 
Kips Bay 
Little Italy 
Lower East Side 
Meatpacking District 
Midtown East 
Midtown West 
Morningside Heights 
Murray Hill 
NoHo 
NoLita 
NoMad 
Roosevelt Island 
SoHo 
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South Street Seaport 
Tribeca 
Union Square 
Upper East Side 
Upper West Side 
Washington Heights 
West Village 
Yorkville 
Hempstead 
Freeport 
Valley Stream 
Long Beach 
Glen Cove 
Rockville Centre 
Garden City 
Mineola 
Lynbrook 
Massapequa Park 
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24/7 
 


