
 
If you're hunting for designer handbags in Japan, you're probably wondering if the hype is 
real—and the handbag community on Reddit confirms it is. Shoppers report saving anywhere 
from 20% to 60% on luxury brands depending on the label, the exchange rate, and whether you 
qualify for tax-free shopping. But here's what most guides miss: Japan's secondhand luxury 
market is so massive and regulated that finding authentic pre-loved designer bags is often safer 
and cheaper than buying new. 
 
 
 
The real question isn't just where to shop, but how to navigate a market so flooded with 
inventory that one Reddit user described Don Quijote in Shibuya as having "cases after cases 
after cases of pre-loved bags from every kind of brand." That overwhelming selection is both a 
blessing and a curse—you need a strategy to avoid walking away with a discount bag that isn't 
actually your style. 
 
 
 
This guide pulls together real shopper experiences from the handbag community to show you 
exactly where to buy secondhand designer bags in Tokyo, how much you'll actually save, which 
brands offer the best deals, and the mistakes that could derail your hunt. Whether you're buying 
new luxury at department stores or treasure hunting through vintage shops, you'll learn the 
insider tactics that serious collectors use to score authentic bags at fraction-of-retail prices. 
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Where to Buy Secondhand Designer Bags in Tokyo 
 
 
 



Don Quijote (Don Quixote) locations in Shibuya and Shinjuku stock massive inventories 
of secondhand luxury bags, often with multiple display cases dedicated to LV, Chanel, 
Prada, and Celine. One Reddit user shared genuine shock at the scale: they walked into the 
Shibuya location expecting a typical discount store and instead found walls of pre-loved 
designer handbags. This isn't a luxury boutique—it's a discount retail chain that happens to 
carry legitimate secondhand inventory because Japan's licensing requirements make resale 
highly regulated and safe. 
 
 
 
Beyond Don Quijote, Tokyo's dedicated vintage and secondhand luxury districts offer curated 
selections if you want to avoid the overwhelming volume. Harajuku and Omotesando have 
smaller boutique-style secondhand shops where staff can help you hunt for specific pieces. The 
trade-off: fewer total options but more expert guidance. 
 
 
 
FindLuxuryJapan is a concierge service that Reddit shoppers mention when they're tired of the 
random hunt and want someone to track down exact pieces. One user described using this 
service after realizing they cared more about owning a specific style than just getting a discount. 
It costs more upfront but saves time and prevents you from buying something that's a deal but 
not actually your bag. 
 
 
 
For serious collectors, visiting multiple locations across different neighborhoods yields the best 
results. Tokyo prices run higher than regional cities, but the variety and inventory depth in the 
capital make it worth the search. [INTERNAL LINK: budget travel in Tokyo] 
 
 
 

How Much Money Do You Actually Save? 
 
 
 
Average savings range from 20% on globally price-adjusted brands to 60% on Japanese 
luxury labels like Issey Miyake, depending on tax-free status and exchange rates. A 
Reddit user paid $1,400 for a Loewe Hammock Hobo that retails for $1,900 plus tax in the 
US—a real-world 26% savings just from the combination of lower base prices, tax-free 
shopping, and favorable exchange rates at the time of purchase. 
 
 
 
Savings vary dramatically by brand category. Here's what Reddit shoppers report: 
 



 
 

●​ LV and Prada: Expect roughly 20% savings when factoring in tax-free status and 
exchange rates. These are globally price-adjusted brands, so the base price difference is 
modest, but tax-free shopping and yen strength add up. 

●​ YSL and Loewe: Similar to LV—approximately 20% savings with favorable conditions. 
●​ Chanel: Save only on sales tax since Chanel prices are already globally adjusted. One 

commenter noted they save around 8-10% maximum on Chanel because the brand 
maintains consistent pricing worldwide. 

●​ Hermès: Savings are minimal or nonexistent. If you're buying Hermès specifically, Japan 
isn't the destination—you'll see better deals hunting waitlist strategies and seasonal sales. 

●​ Japanese luxury (Issey Miyake, Comme des Garçons, Junya Watanabe): The biggest 
savings happen here. One shopper bought a Junya Watanabe leather jacket that retailed 
for $2,000 in the US for around $800 in Japan. Japanese designers are 40-60% cheaper 
in their home market when you factor in exchange rates and tax refunds. 

 
 
 
Secondhand luxury adds another layer of savings. A Reddit user purchased a perfect-condition 
LV pochette at Don Quijote for $450 USD. Another scored a Chanel Reissue 255 Camera Bag 
with gold hardware in Sapporo "for much lower" than European prices. The secondhand market 
in Japan is so deep that you're finding past-season styles that are still on-trend and classic 
pieces in rare iterations. 
 
 
 
The wildcard: location. Tokyo prices are notably higher than regional cities like Osaka, Kyoto, 
and Nagoya. If you have time to travel beyond the capital, your savings can increase by another 
10-15%. 
 
 
 

Which Brands Offer the Best Deals in Japan? 
 
 
 
Japanese heritage brands (Issey Miyake, Comme des Garçons) offer the steepest 
discounts at 40-60% off US retail; European luxury (LV, Prada, Yves Saint Laurent) saves 
15-25% through tax-free status and exchange rates; Chanel and Hermès offer minimal 
savings. This hierarchy matters because it determines whether your trip is worth the travel cost. 
 
 
 



Best Value Brands 

 
 
 
Japanese luxury dominates savings. Issey Miyake bags, wallets, and accessories cost 
significantly less in Japan than in the US or Europe. The same applies to Comme des Garçons 
and Junya Watanabe. If you're specifically hunting Japanese designers, Japan is 
unquestionably the right place to shop. 
 
 
 
Onitsuka Tiger, a Japanese heritage sportswear brand, also appears frequently in Reddit 
comments as a great buy. One user mentioned "Nippon made onitsukas are also a score," and 
multiple commenters flagged great deals on the brand. 
 
 
 

Moderate Savings Brands 

 
 
 
LV, Prada, YSL, and Loewe all offer meaningful but not dramatic savings. The base prices are 
lower in Japan, the tax-free benefit helps, and if the yen is weak relative to the dollar, your 
purchasing power increases. But you're not saving 50%—expect 15-25% if conditions align. 
 
 
 
One shopper created a detailed pricing spreadsheet for specific LV items before traveling and 
found most designs saved around 20%. They noted YSL and Loewe offer "similarly discounted" 
prices. The key: these brands price globally, so you're capturing tax savings and exchange-rate 
advantage more than true price differences. 
 
 
 

Minimal Savings Brands 

 
 
 
Chanel and Hermès are not good shopping targets in Japan unless you find them secondhand. 
Chanel adjusts prices globally to maintain brand consistency, so buying new saves you only the 
sales tax you'd pay at home—roughly 8-10% depending on your state. One commenter 
described Hermès pricing as "not anything crazy," and another noted that buying Hermès new in 



Japan yields "not anything amazing" returns. 
 
 
 
For Chanel and Hermès, focus your energy on the secondhand market or skip Japan entirely. 
The real value in Japan for these brands is finding pre-owned pieces that have already 
depreciated. 
 
 
 

Tax-Free Shopping and Customs: What You Need to 
Know 
 
 
 
Japan's tax-free shopping process gives you a linked coupon at purchase showing the 
tax amount removed; you present it to customs upon departure and typically don't pay 
duties if you're importing goods personally for use, not resale. The mechanics matter 
because getting this wrong costs you money. 
 
 
 
When you buy a new bag at a department store and request tax-free status, the store won't 
apply the 10% consumption tax to your purchase. Instead, they give you a receipt and a linked 
coupon showing the tax amount removed. You must bring both the original paper bag (or box) 
and the coupon with you when you leave Japan. Present them to customs, and typically no 
import duty is applied because you're importing personal goods, not merchandise for resale. 
 
 
 
One Reddit user shared their experience: "Tax was not applied to my purchase though I believe 
japan is changing this process at some point in 2026 maybe. They'll give you a linked coupon 
that shows the price that you'll need to save for customs." This suggests the system may shift, 
so verify current policy if you're reading this beyond 2025. 
 
 
 
Important: you can only exchange items to the store where you bought them, and you need to 
bring the original paper bag. One shopper wanted a different color LV than what they 
purchased, discovered the exchange policy mid-trip, and had to track down their original 
packaging. The lesson: buy with intention, not on impulse, because returns and exchanges 
require the original presentation. 
 
 
 



Language can complicate this process. Unless you speak Japanese, bring a translator app 
(Google Translate works) or ask if the store has English-speaking staff. One shopper relied 
heavily on a translator app, though they were fortunate that one of the sales associates spoke 
English. 
 
 
 
[DATE SENSITIVE: verify before publishing] Japan's tax-free policy may change in 2026, so 
confirm current rules before you travel. The linked coupon system and customs process 
described here reflect 2024-2025 procedures. 
 
 
 

Location Matters: Tokyo vs. Osaka and Other Cities 
 
 
 
Tokyo prices are 10-15% higher than regional cities like Osaka, Kyoto, and Nagoya; if you 
have time to travel beyond the capital, you can increase savings by an additional 10-15% 
depending on inventory availability. This single fact can swing whether a trip breaks even or 
delivers real value. 
 
 
 
Tokyo is the obvious destination because it's the main hub and has the most inventory. Don 
Quijote locations in Shibuya and Shinjuku are genuinely massive. But if you're flexible on 
location, regional cities offer two advantages: lower base prices and less tourist inflation. 
 
 
 
One Reddit user specifically mentioned buying a Chanel Reissue 255 Camera Bag with gold 
hardware in Sapporo "for much lower after tax returns of what it would have cost in Europe," 
suggesting that smaller cities have competitive pricing and strong secondhand inventory. 
Another noted that "if you're patient to search through general thrift stores there are also some 
hidden gems," implying that the treasure-hunt aspect is even more rewarding outside Tokyo. 
 
 
 
The trade-off: Tokyo has the deepest inventory of specific high-end brands. If you're hunting a 
particular model or color, Tokyo gives you more chances to find it. But if you're flexible on exact 
style and willing to hunt, Osaka and Kyoto might deliver better prices. 
 
 
 



How to Avoid Common Mistakes When Buying 
Designer Bags in Japan 
 
 
 
Send specific photos, dimensions, color preferences, and condition requirements to 
friends or use a concierge service instead of giving vague instructions like "find me a 
handbag"—Japan's inventory is so overwhelming that specificity prevents you from 
coming home with a discounted bag that isn't actually your style. This is the single most 
actionable piece of advice from the entire Reddit thread. 
 
 
 
One commenter nailed this: "Japan has so much secondhand inventory that if you just say 
handbag your relative is going to be staring at walls of LV Prada Chanel Celine and have no 
idea what to pick." The solution? "Send photos size color whether you want crossbody or 
shoulder and whether you care more about condition or price." 
 
 
 
A follow-up insight from the same thread: "I did this once and realized I cared way more about 
getting a specific style than just getting a discount. I ended up using FindLuxuryJapan for a later 
purchase because I was tired of the random hunt and wanted someone to track down the exact 
piece." This is the emotional arc that happens to many shoppers—they arrive excited about 
savings and leave frustrated because they've prioritized price over preference. 
 
 
 

Specific Mistakes to Avoid 

 
 
 
Don't assume all brands save equally. Chanel and Hermès are not good bets. YSL and 
Loewe require checking current exchange rates and base prices. Focus your hunt on Japanese 
luxury and LV/Prada if savings matter most. 
 
 
 
Don't buy without the original packaging if you might want to exchange. One shopper 
learned this the hard way when they needed to return for a different color and discovered the 
original paper bag was required for the exchange. Keep all packaging until you're certain you're 
keeping the item. 
 



 
 
Don't rely on influencer pricing. One Reddit user cautiously noted: "I've seen people buy Dior 
at a relatively cheaper rate in Japan but then again I am basing my opinion upon random 
influencers I see online so I could be wrong." Influencers cherry-pick their best deals; you need 
real data from price comparison sites or your own spreadsheet. 
 
 
 
Don't underestimate the exchange rate impact. A shopper mentioned they "always make a 
pricing spreadsheet for specific items so I can select item with max discount." This takes 20 
minutes and prevents you from buying at the wrong moment in the currency cycle. 
 
 
 

Safety and Authentication: Why Japan Is a Trusted 
Market 
 
 
 
Japan requires all secondhand luxury resellers to be licensed, making it safer to buy 
pre-owned designer bags there than in many other countries because regulatory 
oversight prevents counterfeit inventory. This is a massive advantage that most shopping 
guides overlook. 
 
 
 
One Reddit user expressed genuine surprise: "You have to be a licensed reseller in Japan for 
secondhand goods so it's extremely safe to buy luxury products there because it's highly 
regulated." This isn't just a convenience—it's a meaningful protection. Licensed resellers are 
accountable to authorities, which means they can't knowingly sell counterfeits without serious 
legal consequences. 
 
 
 
Compare this to unregulated secondhand markets in other countries where authentication is 
your responsibility and seller accountability is limited. Japan's licensing system shifts the burden 
to merchants, not customers. 
 
 
 
That said, always inspect items in person before paying. Even regulated markets have 
occasional bad actors. But the regulatory framework is a genuine layer of protection that 
deserves weight in your decision to shop in Japan. 
 



 
 
The quality feedback from buyers confirms this: "Quality seemed good and the prices were a 
fraction of second hand in the US." Another shopper noted they bought "a perfect condition LV 
pochette" through the system, suggesting that condition descriptions are accurate. 
 
 
 

How to Plan Your Shopping Strategy Before You Go 
 
 
 
The best shoppers create a plan before arriving in Japan. Here's how to do it: 
 
 
 

1.​ Identify your target brands: Decide if you're hunting Japanese luxury (biggest savings), 
LV/Prada (moderate savings), or Chanel/Hermès (minimal savings). This choice 
determines where you focus energy and whether the trip makes financial sense. 

2.​ Create a price comparison spreadsheet: Look up retail prices for specific items in the 
US (or your home country), check current yen/dollar exchange rates, and estimate what 
you'll pay in Japan after tax-free discounts. One shopper does this routinely: "I always 
make a pricing spreadsheet for specific items so I can select item with max discount." 

3.​ Decide on exact specifications: Don't say "a Chanel bag." Choose size, color, 
hardware, and condition tolerance. Photos help tremendously if friends are shopping for 
you. This prevents decision paralysis in stores overwhelmed with inventory. 

4.​ Research store locations outside Tokyo if time allows: Osaka and Kyoto have 
competitive pricing and less tourist inflation. If you're flexible, compare drive times or train 
costs against expected savings. 

5.​ Understand tax-free requirements: Confirm you're a foreign visitor eligible for tax 
exemption. Bring your passport. Ask the store to walk you through the linked coupon 
system. Ask about returns and exchanges before you buy, not after. 

6.​ Consider using a concierge service for high-value items: If you're hunting a specific 
rare piece or style, FindLuxuryJapan or similar services can track it down for you. The 
upfront cost is worth it if it prevents you from traveling home with a "discount bag that isn't 
your bag." 

7.​ Plan time for physical shopping: Don't schedule your entire trip around handbag 
hunting. Dedicate half a day to browsing Don Quijote or boutique secondhand shops, but 
keep expectations flexible. You might find your exact target on the first visit or spend time 
hunting without success—both outcomes happen. 

 
 
 
The Reddit community emphasizes patience and specificity repeatedly. One user summed it 
perfectly: "This is probably the most useful advice in the thread honestly Japan has so much 



secondhand inventory that if you just say handbag your relative is going to be staring at walls of 
LV Prada Chanel Celine and have no idea what to pick." 
 
 
 
The key is moving from "I want a good deal on a designer bag" to "I want to buy a Prada Nylon 
shoulder bag in black, condition 7-8/10, for under $X." That specificity transforms you from a 
tourist wandering through cases of bags into a targeted buyer who knows exactly what success 
looks like. 
 
 
Real savings in Japan come from doing your homework, understanding which brands deliver 
value, and treating the shopping trip as one component of a larger Japan experience rather than 
the main event. Combined with Japan's regulated secondhand market, strong yen pricing, and 
tax-free shopping, you'll likely find better value than buying new at home or hunting secondhand 
in your own country—if you're buying the right brands and you plan intelligently. 
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