SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

EDUC 5945: Reading in the Content Area

Case Study of a Writer
Practicum Assignment

Tutee: Isaiah Martin Shurtz
Teacher Candidate: Carolyn Taylor Wu



Characterize the Writer

The elementary school student is from Woodstock, Georgia and attends King’s
Academy in Woodstock. This is a local, Christian private school that focuses on character
development, social development and academic development for students. Isaiah Martin
Shurtz is an eight -year old student in the second grade. He enjoys extracurricular
activities such as basketball, soccer, mud digging and lego building. In school he has a

student interest in the subjects of mathematics, science, STEM projects, and art.

Isaiah is a kinesthetic and auditory learner. He enjoys working independently on
project objectives. He also enjoys playing in groups, going to social clubs (like running
club) and attending children’s Bible studies. He is a logical, hands-on thinker that enjoys
putting “pieces of the puzzle” together. He’s also a quick thinker when it comes to

building sets using an instruction manual.

He is good at following directions and he is a joy to work with! He takes his time
on all assignments and he’s an avid reader. He especially enjoys the Dog Man book
series. You can find him at play with his two younger siblings, Jonathan and Aliza. He

also has a pet bird named Blue.

Below you will find a link to the tutee’s writing attitude survey and his 2™ grade

interest inventory assessment:



Writing Attitude Survey



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9mQH7RI1I4U7fj_JddFcx1X8WIZTM1t/view?usp=sharing






https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tC9htPzqssHnuQ11zU54JPl7PtqVRwsl/view?usp=sharing

Assessment Report

Student Writing Sample for Pre-Assessment:
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Here is the six-trait writing rubric used to grade the students writing sample:



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TfCM_vjebSG0fSlb9QrlyURlRyLgyVPS/view?usp=sharing
















In the reading interest inventories, the tutee was less interested in formal writing
activities done for school and more excited about social writing for fun. Isaiah enjoys
letter writing and coming up with make believe stories. He also prefers to do his own
work by himself and write independently.

On the sixth trait writing rubric the tutor assessed the tutee pre-assessment writing

sample for ideas, organization, word choice, and conventions.



Diagnosis

The tutee has great confidence in his writing abilities and is a good writer. He
understands the placement of ending punctuation, and spacing between words. These are
his strengths. He also is adequate in his penmanship and his spelling. His letters were
neatly written and clearly understood. His spacing between words made his writing easily
read by the reader. His penmanship of each letter was orderly and clean. His spelling was
excellent in all but one word in his writing. He only misspelled the word would. His
reading ability, fluency and comprehension skills are sufficient for his age and grade
level. He was able to read at a fast rate. His understanding of what he was reading was
excellent and he was able to answer the question and discussion oral response. He seems
to be a slightly above average student in literacy, logic and comprehension.

As far as areas of improvement needed, he could learn more about the — o u
phonemic sound to help him to spell words like would, could, should etc. In addition to
this, he needs to continue to work on elaborating in supporting details. He is good at
making a logical point and main idea. However, he needs to improve upon his supporting
evidence. He seems to have been a bit repetitious in his writing, and would do better to
continue modes of thought into transitional thinking. He could also improve upon making
his capital P’s at the beginning of a sentence, more dramatically capitalized. He made
them a bold color, however he did not make them to stand above the other letters that
follow the initial letter that were lowercased.

In addition to his reading skills, the tutee needs to work on his prosody, which is a
common need for students his age. He can learn to enunciate words better and to avoid

speaking in a monotone voice. However, again his rate and pace of reading is excellent.



He rarely stumbles over reading a word and can continue the flow of his reading very
well. I also saw that the student refrained from using other colors in the first lesson. He
only “colored” with the color blue. He didn’t want to make the grass green or the trees
green or the turtles green. He only wanted to get the work done as quickly as possible it
seems- so he streamlined the process and only colored his pictures with one marker.
However, in a later lesson (of making a treasure map), he took his time and used more
than one color. He made the island green, the water surrounding the island blue, and a
volcano erupting with red. So he began to get creative by the end of the assessment and
lessons! This was encouraging to me as a teacher, because he went from being quiet (at
the beginning) to being more excited, more responsive and more engaged towards the
end.

Below you will find the one-on-one personal videos of the four different

demonstrative parts of the case study assignment:

- Link to Reading Inventories -

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8§R31saR6dfKvy
XANDJI5xq1dzZKIZD16096dwQULNeSH7DRKE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?

startTime=1665514383000

- Link to Mini Lesson #1 -

https://us02 .zoom.us/rec/share/ KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKv

XANDJISxq1dzZKIZD16096dwQULNeSH7DRKE.sM3qimdjMTgaiKé6p?

startTime=1665515289000


https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665514383000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665514383000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665514383000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665514383000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665515289000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665515289000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665515289000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665515289000

- Link to Mini Lesson #2 -

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvy

xANDJI5xq1dzZKIZD16096dwQULNeSH7DRKE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?

startTime=1665516695000

- Link to Mini Lesson #3 -

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvy
SH7DRKE.sM3qimdiM TaiK6p?

startTime=1665518015000

Here are the Mini Lesson Plans regarding the case study:
Mini Lesson on Finding Meaning in A Story and Organization of Writing

(ELA) in Pouting Peter

Mini Lesson Plan #1
Reading in the Content Area

EDUC 5945

Objectives: Student will use the suffix -ing in the reading of the story Pouting Peter.
Student will become familiar with spelling words that end in -ing. In addition the
student will work on elements of the story such as setting, order of events and moral

values.

Materials: Pouting Peter PowerPoint, 3 pieces of paper, markers


https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665516695000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665516695000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665516695000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665516695000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665518015000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665518015000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665518015000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/KGnQBZH3bihTEEe8R31saR6dfKvyxANDJI5xq1dzZKIZDl6o96dwQULNe5H7DRkE.sM3qimdjMTgaiK6p?startTime=1665518015000

The Procedure:

1. Introduce the topic - We are going to be reading a story called Pouting Peter. This
is using -ing words.

2. Share examples - Examples from the text include: pouting, setting, sleeping and
fishing.

3. Provide Information - The teacher will present information regarding Setting (and
it’s definition), Main Characters (and it’s definition), timeline of events (first, second,
...last), and the moral of the story (and it’s definition).

4. Supervise practice - The teacher will supervise the comprehension of the text by
practicing with the student using a “Question and Discussion” (with open-ended
questions).

5. Assess Learning - The teacher will examine the student’s “Storyboard worksheet”
activity

6. Reflect - Did the student adequately understand the story? Were they able to
listen and respond? Did they adequately come up with sufficient evidence on their
storyboard worksheet? Did I teach professionally? Did [ encourage the student? Was

their ample time to finish all activities? What did the student learn?
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Here is the teacher tool that was created for the case study student in order for him
to improve upon the main features of a story. The student had reinforced to him the
concepts of setting, main characters, order of events, main idea and the moral (or motto)

of the story.



Teacher Tool on Organization of Writing (A Storyboard Activity)




Mini Lesson on Natural Disasters (Science + ELA)

Mini Lesson Plan #2
Reading in the Content Area

EDUC 5945

Objectives: The student will learn to create a family communications plan in the
event of an emergency. This lesson coincides with the Thematic 2" grade unit
regarding natural disasters. They will also help to write in a KWL chart regarding
what they know, what they wonder and what they learned. They will also begin to
make and prepare a family emergency kit. They student will also practice reading a

skit and practicing prosody.



Materials: CERT video, Emergency Preparedness Skit, and KWL chart (online

whiteboard used)

The Procedure:

1. Introduce the topic - Student will watch the Disaster Dodgers video to introduce
emergency preparedness.

2. Share examples- Student will then read the Activity 15 skit that talks about
making a family communications plan in the event of an emergency. This helps with
prosody and oral reading skills.

3. Provide Information - The student will complete the open-ended discussion
questions after completing the skit. This skit provided them information about
acting skills, enunciation and tonality in reading. It also provided them useful
information regarding what to do in the event of an emergency.

4. Supervise practice - The teacher will then supervise the learning by having the
student help complete a KWL chart.

5. Assess Learning - After completing the KWL chart, the teacher can assess the
students learning to determine comprehension and understanding of concepts.

6. Reflect - What did the student learn? Was the student able to clearly
communicate? Was their adequate time to complete the lesson? Did the student
speak with good tonality, rate and fluency while “reading their lines” in the skit?

How can I better prepare students for activities like this?



W

Kit Can we bring our
pets to the meeting
Communication place?

Have a family kit!
Have a family plan!

Have a meeting

Phone Should we bring
place!

and take care of
Note everybody?
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Mini Lesson on Maps (Social Studies + MATH + ELA)
Mini Lesson Plan #3
Reading in the Content Area
EDUC 5945
Objectives: The student will learn how to make a treasure map of their own island

by implementing the features of a title, a map key, symbols and a scale.

Materials: Map Scales book, paper, markers, online whiteboard



The Procedure:

1. Introduce the topic - Student will have the book Map Scales read to them in order
to introduce the topic of maps

2. Share examples - Student will look at the examples in the text about small scale
and large scale maps.

3. Provide Information - The student will be given information about compass rose,
cardinal directions, map key, symbols, a map scale and title.

4. Supervise practice - The student will review the whiteboard to see how the
teacher creates a map from scratch. The student will be creating his map at the same
time as the instruction.

5. Assess Learning - The teacher will review and look for student understanding by
viewing the student’s treasure map and having them discuss their map with the
teacher.

6. Reflect - What could the teacher have done differently to increase learning? What
types of map features were missing in the final project objective? Did the student
learn to read a map? Did the student learn to make a map? Did the student engage in

the instruction and find it interesting?



Student’s Final Project Objective — Treasure Map

Wild Child Island Winston & Olivia Shu...

Key
ountain MA

Forrest |
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Students Final Project Objective — Treasure Map’s Post-Assessment Rubric:

Score of 8 Score of 6 Score of 4 Score of 2
Students utilize related | Students utilize related and Students utilize related map Students does 1
and thought-provoking | thought-provoking map content and map content an
map content and content and participate. Student participate fully.
participate. Student participate. Student understands the map
understands the map understands the map concepts | concepts and puts the
concepts and puts the | and puts the features on the features on the map.
features on the map in | map in an orderly fashion. However it appears
an orderly fashion. There exists one or two dysfunctional or inadequate.

corrections.

Future Goals

The tutee was a wonderful student that was easy to work with and considerate in
all activities. He was thoughtful and logical as well as insightful and collaborative. Some
important initiatives to start with this student would be to give him more experience
reading scripts so that he can learn to read with prosody. This will be a fun activity for
him, and it will help him to read in a more energetic and heartfelt way. Another concept
that the student needs to work on is finding supporting details in a writing that would
elaborate on higher-order thinking skills. He also could work on spelling with — ou words
and capitalization of every letter in the alphabet. He did well on many aspects of reading
with an increased rate and reading with comprehension. He is a fluent reader that does
not stumble on his words and he is a clear communicator.

After talking with his parents, I sent them a “Thank you” text as well as a gift in

the mail (a STEM lesson kit for crystal growing). The following is a picture of the text:
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Olivia




