
Dear Chancellor Girod and Provost Mafi: 

In February 1972, 30 students, faculty, and community members occupied a campus 
building and issued demands for changes to KU policies and resources affecting the 
lives of women on campus. Among the lasting changes won through the action of these 
“February Sisters” was the creation of the Hilltop Childcare Center. For more than 50 
years, Hilltop has provided quality childcare to KU students, faculty, staff, and members 
of the broader community. 

On Tuesday, September 22, 2026, parents with children currently enrolled at Hilltop 
learned that the center would close permanently in little more than a month. 

We draw inspiration from the February Sisters in calling on KU once again to recognize 
childcare as essential infrastructure for an academic community. Today, Hilltop supports 
parents across our university, and its closure will have consequences extending far 
beyond the families whose children are currently enrolled. 

Those families now face an extraordinarily difficult timeline in which to secure alternative 
childcare while continuing to work, teach, conduct research, and pursue their education. 
In a community where affordable childcare openings are already limited, many families 
will be forced to make untenable choices between their caregiving responsibilities and 
their education or careers. These burdens will not fall equally. Students, graduate 
students, employees with fewer financial resources, and families with limited 
alternatives will face particularly difficult choices. 

We are also deeply concerned about the process through which this decision was 
made. A decision with such significant implications for students, faculty, staff, academic 
programs, and the broader KU community warranted meaningful engagement with the 
people and units most directly affected. Instead, families were given little more than a 
month to respond to the loss of a resource around which they have structured their 
work, education, and family lives. 

As Department Chairs, faculty members, administrators, staff, and members of the KU 
community, we are already seeing the academic consequences. Departments are 
receiving requests from faculty seeking emergency accommodations because 
alternative childcare is unavailable. We are talking with parenting students, particularly 
graduate students, who are trying to determine whether they can continue their 
programs without affordable childcare. 

The effects will extend well beyond the families directly enrolled at Hilltop. When a 
faculty member cannot teach because childcare has disappeared, students are 
affected. When a graduate student must interrupt or abandon a degree, research 



programs and departments are affected. When employees reduce their work or leave 
KU because they cannot secure childcare, their colleagues and units absorb the 
consequences. The potential results include disrupted courses, delayed degree 
progress, lost productivity and research, diminished retention, and ultimately a 
weakening of KU’s academic mission. 

Hilltop also has significance for KU’s ability to recruit and retain outstanding faculty, 
staff, and graduate students. Access to reliable childcare is an important consideration 
for many scholars and professionals deciding where to build their careers and raise their 
families. For decades, Hilltop has been an institutional resource that KU could point to 
when recruiting prospective employees and students. Eliminating that resource will 
make recruitment and retention more difficult at precisely the moment when KU is 
competing nationally for talented faculty, staff, and students. 

We recognize that Hilltop faces financial, structural, and liability challenges in its current 
form. Those challenges deserve serious attention. But they should prompt the 
University to bring together its expertise and resources to find a sustainable 
solution—not to abandon campus childcare with little notice to the families who depend 
upon it. 

We therefore urge you to pause the planned closure of Hilltop Childcare Center and 
immediately convene affected families, faculty, staff, students, academic leaders, and 
other relevant stakeholders to identify viable short- and long-term solutions. We ask KU 
to use the full range of its institutional resources and collective expertise to develop a 
financially and operationally sustainable model for continuing to provide childcare to our 
university community. 

Closing Hilltop comes at a time when many members of our community are already 
confronting rising costs of living, limited resources, and significant demands on their 
time. Financial decisions necessarily reflect institutional priorities. We believe supporting 
the ability of students to complete their education and employees to carry out KU’s 
teaching, research, and service missions should be among those priorities. 

More than five decades ago, the February Sisters challenged KU to recognize that 
supporting the people who learn and work here is fundamental to the University's 
mission. Hilltop is part of their legacy. This is an opportunity for KU to honor that 
legacy—not simply by invoking our institutional values, but by demonstrating them 
through our actions. 

We ask you to reconsider this decision, engage the KU community in developing a 
solution, and preserve access to campus childcare for the students, faculty, staff, and 
families who make the work of this university possible. 



In solidarity and anger, 

Katie Batza, Professor and Chair of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, former 
Hilltop parent 

Alesha Doan, Associate Dean CLAS, Professor of WGSS and School of Public Affairs & 
Administration, former Hilltop parent  

KU Center Directors: 

1.​ John Colombo, Professor of Psychology and Director, Schiefelbusch Institute for 
Life Span Studies  

2.​ Misty L. Heggeness, Professor of Public Affairs & Economics, Co-Director of the 
Kansas Population Center 

3.​ Jonathan Perkins, Director of the Open Language Resource Center  
4.​ Justin Blumenstiel, Co-Director, Undergraduate Biology Program, Professor of 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  
5.​ Andrew Denning, Director of the Museum Studies Program and Professor of 

History  
6.​ Erik Scott, Director of the Center for Russian, East European & Eurasian Studies 

and Professor of History  
7.​ Lauren P. Bruno, Associate Director of Education & Training, Assistant Research 

Professor, Kansas University Center on Disabilities  
8.​ Ari Linden, Director of Jewish Studies, Associate Professor of German Studies  
9.​ Luciano Tosta, Director, Center for Global and International Studies, Associate 

Professor of Spanish and Portuguese  
10.​ Alejandro D. Tamez, Assistant Research Professor and Research Program 

Director, Institute for Information Sciences   
11.​ Kate Nygren, Associate Director, Education Programs, KU Public Management 

Center  
12.​ Sonya Lancaster, Director of First Year Writing  
13.​ Richard Yi, Professor of Psychology, Director of the Cofrin Logan Center for 

Addiction Research and Treatment  
14.​ Tera Fazzino, Associate Professor of Psychology, Associate Director of the Cofrin 

Logan Center for Addiction Research and Treatment  
15.​ Andrew Hodgson, Assistant Director, Hall Center for the Humanities  
16.​ Giselle Anatol, Professor of English, Director of the Hall Center for the 

Humanities   
17.​ Emily Ryan, Director, The Commons  
18.​ Dana Lattin, Research Project Director, Life Span Institute-KUCD  



19.​ Lindsay Rentschler, Associate Director Communications and Dissemination, 
Assistant Research Professor, Kansas University Center on Disabilities  

20.​ Ashley Taconet, Associate Director Project Evaluation and Management, 
Assistant Research Professor, Kansas University Center on Disabilities   

21.​ Rebecca Whelan, Professor of Chemistry and Co-Director of T32 Graduate 
Training Program in Chemical Biology  

22.​ Michael Amlung, Professor, Director of Graduate Studies Applied Behavioral 
Science; Senior Scientist, Life Span Institute; Associate Director for Training, 
Cofrin Logan Center for Addiction Research and Treatment; Proud former Hilltop 
parent.   

23.​ Donna K. Ginther, Professor, Department of Economics, Director, Institute for 
Policy & Social Research  

24.​ Christine Bourgeois, Assistant Professor of French, Director of Graduate Studies, 
Department of French, Francophone & Italian Studies  

25.​ Scott Harris, David B. Pittaway Director of Debate, Dept of Communication 
Studies  

26.​ Alesia Woszidlo, Director of Institute for Leadership Studies, Associate Professor 
of Communication Studies, former Hilltop parent  

27.​ Dave Tell, Professor of Communication Studies; Co-Director of the Institute for 
Digital Research in the Humanities; faculty fellow in the office of research   

28.​ Brent Metz, Professor & Director, Anthropology & Ctr for Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies  

29.​ Maja Holmes, Professor and Director, School of Public Affairs and 
Administration   

30.​ Kodithuwakku Indika, Lecturer, Director- Kansas Math Pathways, Dept. Of 
Mathematics  

31.​ Heather Anderson, Director of Communications & Marketing, College Dean’s 
Office  

32.​ Amanda Morgan, Director of Online Education, College Dean’s Office  
33.​ Sarah Crawford-Parker, Director, University Honors Program   
34.​ Brittnee Carter, Associate Professor Political Science, Associate Director Center 

for Global and International Studies  
35.​ Celka Straughn, Deputy Director for Public Practice and Curatorial, Spencer 

Museum of Art  
36.​ Rachel Davis, Interim Director of Academic Programs – Undergraduate 

Education  
37.​ Joshua Potter, Associate Director, Center for Teaching Excellence  
38.​ Rachel Auten, Director of Student Support and Case Management, Student 

Affairs 



39.​ Brian D. Ackley, Professor Molecular Biosciences; Co-Director, Program in 
Undergraduate Biology  

40.​ Andrea Follmer Greenhoot, Professor of Psychology; Director and Gautt 
Teaching Scholar, Center for Teaching Excellence  

41.​ Courtney Foat, Associate Director of Organizational Strategy & Culture, KU 
Libraries (former Hilltop parent of two)  

42.​ Glenn Adams, Professor, Department of Psychology; Director, Kansas African 
Studies Center  

43.​ Alex Bertuccio, Tunison Professor of the Chemical and Petroleum Engineering 
Department, Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Chemical and 
Energy Engineering  

44.​ Kristen Hensley, Associate Professor of the Practice and MS Program Director, 
Counseling Psychology/Educational Psychology, former Hilltop parent  

45.​ Noel Rasor, Assistant Director, KU Public Management Center (former Hilltop 
parent, and former Hilltop Board Member, 2014-2017)  

46.​ Lori Schlenker, Associate Director, Biodiversity Institute & Natural History 
Museum (former Hilltop parent of two)  

47.​ Thom Allen, University Honors Associate Director, Assistant Professor of 
Practice, SPAA  

48.​ Tonya Waller, Director, KU CCAMPIS  
49.​ Brian P. Cole, Associate Professor and Director of Clinical Training, Counseling 

Psychology (former Hilltop Parent)  
50.​ Jennifer Duhamel, Assistant Director of Center for Global & International Studies, 

BRASA (Brazilian Studies) Administrative Director  
51.​ Rob Moyle, Professor (Ecology and Evolutionary Biology), Curator and Associate 

Director for Research (Biodiversity Institute)  
52.​ Mulu Lemma, Director, Center for Undergraduate Research and Fellowships  

Faculty, Staff, and Graduate Students 

53.​ Sarah Deer, University Distinguished Professor, ISP, WGSS, and School of Law 
(courtesy) 

54.​ Ann Schofield, Professor Emerita, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
55.​ Aimee Wilson, Associate Professor of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
56.​ Kelly Sharron, Assistant Professor, WGSS 
57.​ Marta V. Vicente, Professor, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies and History 

Departments 
58.​ Siobhan Kelly, Assistant Professor, WGSS 



59.​ Elise Higgins, Lecturer, Department of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, 
Hilltop parent 

60.​ Kara Kopchinski, Graduate Program Coordinator, English, History, WGSS 
61.​ Abe Weil, WGSS 
62.​ Helen Ugah, Department of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
63.​ Jeanne Vaccaro, WGSS and MUSE 
64.​ David Roediger, Distinguished Professor, Africana and American Studies 
65.​ Araceli Masterson-Algar, Professor of Africana and American Studies 
66.​ Ben Chappell, Professor, Africana and American Studies, former Hilltop parent 

and spouse of a Hilltop alum 
67.​ James Yeku, Associate Professor, AAS, former and stranded Hilltop parent 
68.​ Shawn Leigh Alexander, Professor and Chair, Africana and American Studies 
69.​ Neill Esquibel-Kennedy, Lecturer, Africana and American Studies 
70.​ Meghan Allen, Administrative Associate, Africana and American Studies 
71.​ Samantha Moore, Administrative Associate, Africana and American Studies 
72.​ Betsy Esch, Associate Professor, Africana and American Studies 
73.​ Jennifer Raff, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology (former Hilltop 

parent) 
74.​ Lauren Norman, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology 
75.​ Ted Goebel, Professor and Chair, Department of Anthropology 
76.​ Ava Jackson, Ph.D. Student/Graduate Teaching Assistant, Applied Behavioral 

Sciences 
77.​ Thomas Zane, Department of Applied Behavioral Sciences. 
78.​ Jennifer Grode, Senior Lecturer, Applied English Center, and former Hilltop 

parent 
79.​ Michael Garnett, Senior Lecturer, Applied English Center, and former Hilltop 

parent 
80.​ NIls Gore, Professor, Architecture Department 
81.​ Shannon Criss, Professor, Architecture Department 
82.​ Bethany Falvey, Department of Architecture Lecturer 
83.​ Anne D. Hedeman, Distinguished Professor Emerita, History of Art 
84.​ David Cateforis, Professor and Chair, Kress Foundation Department of Art 

History 
85.​ Emily C. Casey, Hall Assistant Professor of American Art and Culture, Art History 
86.​ Emily Monty, Judith Harris Murphy Assistant Professor of Early Modern European 

Art, Kress Foundation Department of Art History 
87.​ Rachel Osborn, PhD, Entomology Collection Manager, Biodiversity Institute 
88.​ Andrew Bentley, Collections Specialist in the Biodiversity Institute and Affiliate 

Faculty in Museum Studies 



89.​ Jilu Li, Associate Research Professor, The Center for Remote Sensing and 
Integrated Systems 

90.​ Judy Eddy, Program Manager, Center for Teaching Excellence 
91.​ Nikki Perry, Faculty Initiatives Manager, Center for Teaching Excellence, former 

Hilltop parent 
92.​ Omar Jamil Safir, Center for Teaching Excellence 
93.​ Elizabeth Corson, Assistant Professor in Chemical & Energy Engineering 
94.​ Prajna Dhar, Professor, Chemical and Energy Engineering 
95.​ Xiaoli Li, Associate Professor, Department of Chemical and Energy Engineering, 

former Hilltop parent 
96.​ Zachary Campbell, Assistant Professor, Chemical & Energy Engineering 
97.​ Heather Desaire, University Distinguished Professor, Chemistry 
98.​ Barbara Schowen, Professor Emerita, Chemistry 
99.​ Aaron Teator, Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
100.​ Brian B. Laird, Professor of Chemistry 
101.​ Chris Elles, Professor of Chemistry 
102.​ Dingran Chang, Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
103.​ James D. Blakemore, Professor of Chemistry 
104.​ Jon Tunge, Professor of Chemistry 
105.​ Lisa Sharpe Elles, Associate Teaching Professor Department of Chemistry 
106.​ Meredith Hartley, Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry 
107.​ Minae Mure, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry 
108.​ Misha Barybin, Professor of Chemistry 
109.​ Rachael Farber, Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
110.​ Shuai Sun, Associate Teaching Professor of Chemistry 
111.​ Tim Jackson, Professor and Chair, Chemistry 
112.​ Ward Thompson, Professor of Chemistry 
113.​ Dongjun Mah, Assistant Professor, Department of Civil, Environmental & 

Architectural Engineering 
114.​ Huijeong Kim, Assistant Professor, Department of Civil, Environmental & 

Architectural Engineering 
115.​ Emma Scioli, Associate Professor of Classics and former Hilltop parent of two 

children 
116.​ Phil Stinson, Associate Professor of Classics 
117.​ Whitney LaFave, Research Assistant, Center Administrator, Cofrin Logan Center 

for Addiction Research and Treatment 
118.​ Melinda Robinson, Office Manager, College Dean's Office 
119.​ Tara Welch, Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Professor 

of Classics 



120.​ Patrizio Ceccagnoli, Associate Professor of Italian, CLAS; former Hilltop parent 
121.​ Jennifer Jordan, Lecturer, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
122.​ Cari Ann Kreienhop, Student Program Manager, College Office of Graduate 

Affairs 
123.​ Katie Gannaway, Graduate Affairs Assistant, College Office of Graduate Affairs 
124.​ Karen Ledom, Assistant Dean, College Undergraduate Academic Services (and 

former Hilltop family) 
125.​ Mego Londeen, Front Office & Education Program Coordinator, College 

Undergraduate Academic Services, (concerned soon to be mom) 
126.​ Brett Doze, Degree Analyst, College Undergraduate Academic Services 
127.​ Cortney Grubbs, Degree Analyst, College Undergraduate Academic Services 
128.​ Alcides Velasquez, Associate Professor, Department of Communication Studies 
129.​ Cameron Piercy, Associate Professor, Department of Communication Studies 
130.​ Jeffrey Hall, Professor and Chair, Communication Studies 
131.​ Rikki Roscoe, Assistant Professor, Communication Studies 
132.​ Robert McDonald, Associate Professor, Department of Communication Studies 
133.​ Anna Jewell, Lecturer, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Communication 

Studies 
134.​ Chandler L. Classen, Lecturer, Department of Communication Studies 
135.​ Joseph E. Kauffman, Department of Communication Studies, PhD Student and 

Lecturer 
136.​ Michelle D. Wilson, Lecturer, Department of Communication Studies 
137.​ Shelby Bailey, Multi-Term Lecturer & Academic Program Associate, Department 

of Communication Studies 
138.​ Anne Kretsinger-Harries, Assistant Specialist, Communication Studies 
139.​ Josh Morgan, Department of Communication Studies 
140.​ Barbara A. Kerr, Distinguished Professor Emerita of Counseling Psychology 
141.​ Anna Yonas, Assistant Professor, Curriculum and Teaching 
142.​ Hyesun Cho, Professor, Department of Curriculum and Teaching 
143.​ Jaclyn Dudek, Assistant Professor, Curriculum and Instruction, SOEHS 
144.​ Molly Stover-Brown, Undergraduate Student, KU Theatre and Dance Marketing 

Assistant, Department of Theatre and Dance and the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications 

145.​ Mechele Leon, Theatre & Dance and French, Francophone, and Italian 
146.​ Jaime McGovern, Professor, Clinical Associate, Department of Pediatrics, UMKC 
147.​ Jay T Johnson, University Distinguished Professor, Earth, Energy, and 

Environment 
148.​ Dave Rahn, Professor, Department of Earth, Energy, & Environment 



149.​ Erin Seybold, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth, Energy, and 
Environment 

150.​ Marina Suarez, Associate Professor, Department of Earth, Energy, & 
Environment, (Former PhD advisor to a former Hilltop Parent) 

151.​ Naupaka Zimmerman, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth, Energy, and 
Environment 

152.​ Noel M. Jackson, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth, Energy, & 
Environment 

153.​ Robert Hagen, Lecturer, Department of Earth, Energy, and Environment and 
former Hilltop parent 

154.​ Hazlett Henderson, PhD Student, Department of Earth, Energy, and Environment 
155.​ Nathaniel Brunsell, Department of Earth, Energy, and Environment  
156.​ Crispin Williams, Associate Professor and Chair of East Asian Languages and 

Cultures 
157.​ Eun Ah Cho, Assistant Professor, East Asian Languages and Cultures 
158.​ Ji-Yeon Lee, Associate Teaching Professor, East Asian Languages and Cultures 
159.​ Yan Li, Associate Professor, East Asian Languages and Cultures 
160.​ Minjoo Hwangbo, Lecturer, East Asian Languages and Cultures 
161.​ Kyoim Yun, East Asian Languages and Cultures 
162.​ James D Bever, Foundation Distinguished Professor, Department of Ecology and 

Evolutionary Biology 
163.​ Sharon Billings, Distinguished Professor of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, 

Senior Scientist Kansas Biological Survey & Center for Ecological Research; 
former Hilltop parent 

164.​ Maria E. Orive, Professor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, 
Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences; former Hilltop parent 

165.​ Benjamin A. Sikes, Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
166.​ Deborah Roan Smith, Professor, Dept. Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, former 

Hilltop parent 
167.​ Jae Young Choi, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology 
168.​ James R. Walters, Professor, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
169.​ Jennifer Gleason, Associate Professor, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
170.​ Jennifer Johnson, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary 

Biology 
171.​ Jocelyn Colella, Associate Professor & Curator, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, 

Biodiversity Institute 
172.​ Katya Mack, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 



173.​ Kelly Matsunaga, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology, Curator, Biodiversity Institute 

174.​ Kirsten Jensen, Professor, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
175.​ Lena Hileman, Professor and Chair, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology 
176.​ Maggie Wagner, Associate Professor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary 

Biology 
177.​ Mark Holder, Associate Professor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
178.​ Mark Mort, Professor Ecology and Evolutionary Biology; Chancellors Club 

Teaching Professor, parent of two former Hilltop Kids. 
179.​ Victor H. Gonzalez, Assistant Professor & Curator, Ecology & Evolutionary 

Biology, Biodiversity Institute 
180.​ Kristina Holder, Multi-term Lecturer, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
181.​ Alex Maile, Doctoral Student, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
182.​ Austin T. Nguyen, Ph.D. Student, National Science Foundation Graduate 

Research Fellow, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
183.​ Calvin Belton, PhD candidate, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
184.​ April Haight, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
185.​ David Slusky, Professor and Chair, Department of Economics, former Hilltop 

parent 
186.​ Eungsik Kim, Associate Professor of Economics, Director of Graduate Studies 
187.​ Misty L. Heggeness, Professor of Public Affairs & Economics, Co-Director of the 

Kansas Population Center 
188.​ Amanda Mollet, Associate Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies 
189.​ Bryan Mann, Associate Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies 
190.​ Lena Batt, Assistant Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies 
191.​ Stephen Jackson, Associate Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy 

Studies 
192.​ Zak Foste, Associate Professor and Chair, Educational Leadership & Policy 

Studies 
193.​ John Poggio, Professor Emeritus, Department of Educational Psychology 
194.​ Bruce Frey, Budig Teaching Professor, Educational Psychology 
195.​ Christopher R. Niileksela, Associate Professor, Department of Educational 

Psychology, School of Education and Human Sciences 
196.​ Joy Wang, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Psychology, Hilltop 

parent 
197.​ Matt Reynolds, Professor, Department of Educational Psychology 



198.​ Emma Watson, Doctoral Candidate, Educational Psychology Program; 2026 
recipient of Vance and Marylin Hall Graduate Research Assistant, Juniper 
Gardens Children’s Project, stranded Hilltop pre-school parent 

199.​ Perry Alexander, AT&T Distinguished Professor, Electrical Engineering & 
Computer Science 

200.​ Alex Bardas, Associate Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
201.​ Bo Luo, Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
202.​ Drew Davidson, Associate Professor, Department of Electrical Engineering and 

Computer Science 
203.​ Hongyang Sun, Assistant Professor, Department of Electrical Engineering and 

Computer Science 
204.​ Prasad Kulkarni, Professor and Associate Chair for graduate studies, Electrical 

Engineering and Computer Science 
205.​ Anna Neill, Professor of English and LA&S Director 
206.​ Jonathan P. Lamb, Professor of English 
207.​ Misty Schieberle, Professor of English 
208.​ Pritha Prasad, Associate Professor, Department of English 
209.​ Sarah Van der Laan, Associate Professor of English 
210.​ Sean Kamperman, Assistant Professor, Department of English 
211.​ Iain Ellis, Senior Lecturer, Department of English 
212.​ Stephen Johnson, Senior Lecturer, Department of English 
213.​ Sarah Ngoh, Department of English 
214.​ Ali Brox, Associate Teaching Professor, Environmental Studies Program 
215.​ Paul Stock, Associate Professor, Sociology and the Environmental Studies 

Program 
216.​ Bob Hurst, Professor and Chair, Department of Film & Media Studies 
217.​ David Mai, Assistant Professor, Department of Film & Media Studies 
218.​ Deidre Backs, Assistant Professor, Department of Film & Media Studies 
219.​ Hispano Duron, Associate Professor, Film & Media Studies 
220.​ Lindsay Ly, Administrative Associate, Film & Media Studies 
221.​ Lourdes Kalusha-Aguirre, Technical Assistant, Department of Film and Media 

Studies 
222.​ Bruce Hayes, Professor, Dept. Of French, Francophone & Italian Studies 
223.​ Francesca Beretta, Assistant Teaching Professor, French, Francophone & Italian 

Studies 
224.​ Kimberly Swanson, Assoc. Teaching Professor, French, Francophone & Italian 

Studies 
225.​ Carrie Lewis-Merritt, PhD Candidate, Department of Geography and Atmospheric 

Science 



226.​ Isabelle Castelo Branco, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of 
Geography & Atmospheric Science 

227.​ Marike Janzen, Associate Professor of German Studies, alumna of Hilltop 
(1974-75) 

228.​ Michelle Ward, Coordinator, Global Awareness Program and Global Scholars 
Program 

229.​ Eliott Reeder, Program Coordinator, Hall Center for the Humanities 
230.​ Andrew Isenberg, Hall Distinguished Professor of History 
231.​ Christopher Forth, Dean’s Professor of History 
232.​ N. Ray Hiner, Emeritus Professor of History and Education 
233.​ Elaine Marie Nelson, Assistant Professor of History’ 
234.​ Megan Greene, Professor of History and Associate Vice Provost for International 

and Global Engagement 
235.​ Kent Blansett, Langston Hughes Professor of Indigenous Studies and History 
236.​ Melissa Peterson, Assistant Research Professor, Indigenous Studies (current 

Hilltop parent) 
237.​ Allan Jackson, IT Architect, KU Information Technology, Former Hilltop Parent 
238.​ Jacob Stutzman, Mult-Term Lecturer, Institute for Leadership Studies 
239.​ Caty Movich, Research Project Specialist, Institute for Policy & Social Research 
240.​ Carolyn Caine, Associate Researcher Institute for Policy & Social Research 
241.​ Whitney Denning, Manager of Internationalization & Events, International Affairs 
242.​ Rami Zeedan, Associate Professor, Jewish Studies 
243.​ RB Perelmutter, Professor, Jewish Studies and Slavic, German, and Eurasian 

Studies 
244.​ Samantha M. Cooper, Robert M. Beren Assistant Professor in Jewish Studies 
245.​ Tyra Kalman, Program Coordinator, KU Jewish Studies Program 
246.​ Evan Dean, Associate Research Professor, KU Center on Disabilities 
247.​ Jill Becker, Associate Librarian, KU Libraries 
248.​ Michael Peper, Associate Librarian, KU Libraries 
249.​ Kaylen Dwyer, Assistant Librarian, KU Libraries 
250.​ Rebekah Ramos, Assistant Librarian, KU Libraries 
251.​ Samantha Bishop Simmons, Assistant Librarian, KU Libraries 
252.​ Brian D. Moss, Library Manager 
253.​ Christen A. Caton, Library Access Coordinator, KU Libraries 
254.​ Brian Rosenblum, Librarian, KU Libraries 
255.​ Erika Earles, Library Associate, KU Libraries; former Hilltop pre-school employee 
256.​ Jamene Brooks, Librarian, KU Libraries 
257.​ Josh Bolick, Librarian, KU Libraries 
258.​ Michiko Ito, Japanese Studies Librarian, KU Libraries 



259.​ Samantha Greeson, Common Book Librarian, KU Libraries 
260.​ Sheila Orth, Library Associate, KU Libraries 
261.​ Whitney Baker, Librarian, KU Libraries 
262.​ Centennial Newby, Public Services Associate, KU Libraries 
263.​ Elizabeth Tarvin, Fiscal and Assessment Analyst, KU Libraries 
264.​ Angela Andres, Assistant conservator for special collections, KU Libraries, former 

Hilltop parent 
265.​ Tami Albin, Associate Librarian 
266.​ MC Mack, Library Specialist, KU Libraries 
267.​ Sarah McCall, KU Libraries 
268.​ Jessica Franz, Project Coordinator, KU Public Management Center 
269.​ Dale Walker, Research Professor, Juniper Gardens Children’s Project, Institute 

for Life Span Studies 
270.​ Alison Gabriele, Professor and Chair, Linguistics 
271.​ Allard Jongman, Professor, Linguistics Department 
272.​ Philip T. Duncan, Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics 
273.​ Stephen Politzer-Ahles, Assistant Professor, Linguistics 
274.​ Utako Minai, Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics 
275.​ Colin McRoberts, Associate Teaching Professor, Marketing and Business Law 
276.​ Margaret Bayer, Professor Emerita of Mathematics 
277.​ D. Katz, Professor, Mathematics Department  
278.​ Dionyssios Mantzavinos, Bischoff-Stouffer Professor, Department of Mathematics 
279.​ Emily Witt, Professor, Mathematics 
280.​ Hongguo Xu, Professor of Mathematics 
281.​ Jeremy Martin, Professor of Mathematics 
282.​ Mathew A. Johnson, Professor & Chair, Department of Mathematics 
283.​ Sarah Browne, Associate Teaching Professor, Department of Mathematics 
284.​ Tyrone Duncan, Professor, Department of Mathematics 
285.​ Weishi Liu, Professor of Mathematics 
286.​ Weizhang Huang, Professor, Department of Mathematics, former Hilltop parent 
287.​ Alex Schaefer, Multi-Term Lecturer/Academic Program Associate, Mathematics 
288.​ Lindsay Hyer, Multi-term Lecturer, Department of Mathematics 
289.​ Stephanie Kajpust, Lecturer/Academic program Associate, Mathematics 
290.​ Stephanie Walker, Lecturer Academic Program Associate, Mathematics 
291.​ Gloria Prothe, Office Manager, Department of Mathematics, former Hilltop parent 
292.​ Anthony DeFilippo, Assistant Professor, Mechanical Engineering, parent of 3 

Hilltop alumni 
293.​ Christopher Depcik, Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering 
294.​ Lorin Maletsky, Professor, Mechanical Engineering 



295.​ Molly McVey, Assistant Teaching Professor, Mechanical Engineering 
296.​ Rachel Carter, Associate Professor, Mechanical Engineering, former Hilltop 

parent 
297.​ Shiguang Deng, Assistant professor, Mechanical Engineering 
298.​ Coral Zhou, Assistant Professor, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
299.​ David Davido, Professor, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
300.​ Erik Holmstrom, Associate Professor, Molecular Biosciences 
301.​ Hans Dalton, Assistant Professor, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
302.​ Joanna Slusky. Professor and Associate Chair, Molecular Biosciences and 

Computational Biology 
303.​ Josephine Chandler, Professor, Molecular Biosciences 
304.​ Kristi L. Neufeld, Professor, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
305.​ P. Scott Hefty, Professor and Chair, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
306.​ Roberto De Guzman, Professor, Molecular Biosciences 
307.​ Aidan O'Hara, PhD Candidate, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
308.​ Natalie Wagoner, Ph.D. Student, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of 

Molecular Biosciences 
309.​ Tessa Eads, Graduate Student, Department of Molecular Biosciences 
310.​ Elizabeth Berghout, University Carillonist, Associate Professor of Music, School 

of Music 
311.​ Geoffrey Landman, Assistant Professor of Saxophone, School of Music 
312.​ E. Alice Zhang, Associate Professor, Vice Chair For Research, Department of 

Occupational Therapy Education; Researcher, KCART and Telehealth ROCKS, 
KUMC 

313.​ Beth Benfield, Grant Officer, Office of Research – Award Management Services 
314.​ Julie Hartness, Senior Instructional Designer, Center for Online & Distance 

Learning 
315.​ Doug Walker, Distinguished Professor of Geology 
316.​ Marta Caminero-Santangelo, University Distinguished Professor, English 
317.​ Maryemma Graham, University Distinguished Professor, Emerita 
318.​ Robert Warrior, Hall Distinguished Professor of American Literature and Culture 
319.​ Ashley Servis, Administrative Associate Senior, College Dean’s Office 
320.​ Dean Richards IV, Assistant Teaching Professor, Department of C&T 
321.​ Eva Horn, Emeritus Professor School of Education and Human Services, Adjunct 

Researcher KU’s LSI  
322.​ Alexandra Kondyli, Deane E. Ackers Professor of Civil, Environmental, and 

Architectural Engineering 
323.​ Amber Watts, Professor, Psychology, Affiliate of the KU Alzheimer's Disease 

Research Center, former Hilltop parent 



324.​ Andreas Moeller, Professor, Dept. of Earth, Energy & Environment 
325.​ Cheng Huang, Assistant Professor, Department of Aerospace Engineering 
326.​ Elizabeth M. Anderson, Assistant Professor, Sociology 
327.​ Jenny Archibald, Associate Teaching Professor, Undergraduate Biology 
328.​ Laura Mielke, Professor and Chair of English 
329.​ Lauren Ptomey, Associate Professor, Lifespan Institute 
330.​ Lisa-Marie Wright, Associate Teaching Professor, Sociology 
331.​ Luis R. Corteguera, Professor, History 
332.​ Maggie Unverzagt Goddard, Assistant Professor, Museum Studies 
333.​ Margaret S. Kelley, Professor, Department of American Studies, former Hilltop 

parent 
334.​ Marie Grace Brown, Hall Professor of British History 
335.​ Marsha J. McCartney, Associate Teaching Professor, Psychology 
336.​ Noah Pinkham, Assistant Professor, History 
337.​ Qinjian Jin, Associate Teaching Professor, Department of Earth, Energy and 

Environment 
338.​ Robert Schwaller, Professor and Chair of History 
339.​ Sean Seyer, Associate Professor, History 
340.​ Stacey Vanderhurst, Associate Professor, Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies 
341.​ Tiffany González, Assistant Professor, History 
342.​ Angela Rathmel, Associate Librarian, Head of Acquisitions & Resource Sharing 
343.​ Peggy A Schultz, Lecturer, Department of Earth, Energy and Environment 
344.​ Michelle Morrison, Graduate Program Coordinator, Econ & Math 
345.​ Kadir Baris Bakioglu, PhD Student and Graduate Research Assistant, 

Department of Earth, Energy & Environment 
346.​ Lakyn Leupold, PhD Student and Graduate Research Assistant, Department of 

Earth, Energy & Environment 
347.​ Marcela V. Paiva Veliz, PhD Student and Graduate Teaching Assistant, 

Department of Earth, Energy & Environment, former Hilltop parent 
348.​ Rachael Hampton, PhD Student/Graduate Teaching Assistant, Sociology 
349.​ Kathleen Kelsey Earnest, Associate Researcher Senior, Schiefelbusch Institute 

for Life Span Studies 
350.​ Mary Klayder, Emeritus and Affiliate, English and Honors 
351.​ Michael Zhuo Wang, Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, former 

Hilltop parent 
352.​ Judy Qiju Wu, Associate Teaching Professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice, 

former Hilltop parent 
353.​ Bradford Cokelet, Professor, Department of Philosophy 
354.​ Eileen Nutting, Associate Professor, Philosophy 



355.​ Kim Soland, Assistant Professor, Philosophy 
356.​ Marcy Lascano Professor of Philosophy 
357.​ Scott Jenkins, Professor, Philosophy 
358.​ Julia H. Radley, Administrative Associate and PhD Student (and former Hilltop 

parent), Department of Philosophy 
359.​ Chris Fischer, Professor and Chair of Physics and Astronomy 
360.​ Gregory Rudnick, Professor, Physics & Astronomy 
361.​ Ian Lewis, Professor, Department of Physics & Astronomy 
362.​ Jennifer Deglado, Teaching Professor, Physics and Astronomy 
363.​ Jessy Changstrom, Assistant Teaching Professor, Physics and Astronomy 
364.​ John Ralston, Professor of Physics & Astronomy 
365.​ Elisabeth Mills, Department of Physics & Astronomy 
366.​ Ian Crossfield, Department of Physics & Astronomy 
367.​ Anton Shirikov, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
368.​ Don Haider-Markel, Professor, Department of Political Science 
369.​ Hannah Britton, Professor, Political Science 
370.​ John Kennedy, Professor and Chair of Political Science Department 
371.​ Michael Wuthrich, Associate Professor, Political Science 
372.​ Sofia Vera, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 
373.​ Linda Pickerel, Administrative Associate, Political Science 
374.​ Monica Biernat, Distinguished Professor, Department of Psychology 
375.​ Ali Calkins-Smith, Assistant Professor of Practice, Department of Psychology 
376.​ Carissa Cascio, Professor of Psychology and Senior Scientist, Life Span Institute 
377.​ Jessica Powers, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Assistant 

Scientist, Cofrin Logan Center for Addiction Research & Treatment 
378.​ Jordan L. Thomas, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology 
379.​ Ludwin Molina, Professor, Department of Psychology 
380.​ Melisa Rempfer, Professor, Department of Psychology 
381.​ Nancy A Hamilton, Professor, Department of Psychology 
382.​ RaLynn Schmalzried, Assistant Teaching Professor, Department of Psychology 
383.​ Cindy Gilkey, Office Manager, Psychology 
384.​ Elizabeth Florence, Communications Specialist, Department of Psychology 
385.​ Esther Kim, Doctoral Student, Department of Psychology, Cofrin Logan Center 

for Addiction Research and Treatment 
386.​ Owen Winters, Graduate Student, Department of Psychology 
387.​ Nikia Robert, Assistant Professor, Religious Studies 
388.​ Samuel Hayim Brody, Associate Professor of Religious Studies 
389.​ Jacquelene Brinton, Department of Religious Studies 



390.​ Lisa Wolf-Wendel, Roy A. Roberts Distinguished Professor of Education and 
Senior Associate Dean for the School of Education and Human Sciences 

391.​ Erin R. Yosai, Ph.D., NCSP, LP – Associate Professor of Practice in School 
Psychology, SOEHS 

392.​ Imogen Herrick, Assistant Professor, School of Education and Human Sciences 
393.​ Alyssa Appelman, Associate Professor, School of Journalism and Mass 

Communications 
394.​ Steven Freedman, Associate Dean of Admissions, School of Law 
395.​ Elizabeth Cateforis, Clinical Professor, School of Law 
396.​ Meredith Schnug, Clinical Associate Professor, School of Law 
397.​ Sharon Brett, Associate Professor of Law, University of Kansas School of Law 
398.​ Heather Getha-Taylor, Professor, School of Public Affairs and Administration 
399.​ Joel Mendez, Assistant Professor, School of Public Affairs and Administration 
400.​ Ward Lyles, Professor, School of Public Affairs and Administration and 

Indigenous Studies 
401.​ Diana Moore, Office Manager, School of Public Affairs & Administration 
402.​ Dorothy Daley, School of Public Affairs & Administration and the Department of 

Earth, Energy and Environment 
403.​ Becci A. Akin, Professor, School of Social Welfare 
404.​ Briana McGeough, Associate Professor, School of Social Welfare 
405.​ Claire Willey-Sthapit, Assistant Professor, School of Social Welfare, former 

Hilltop parent. 
406.​ Joonmo Kang, Assistant Professor, School of Social Welfare 
407.​ Kathryn R. Berringer, Assistant Professor, School of Social Welfare 
408.​ Kelly Jones, Professor of Practice, School of Social Welfare 
409.​ Melinda Lewis, Professor of Practice, School of Social Welfare 
410.​ Tadeo Weiner Davis, Assistant Professor, School of Social Welfare 
411.​ Kate von Achen, Adjunct Instructor, School of Social Welfare 
412.​ River Becker, MSW candidate, School of Social Welfare 
413.​ Bogi Perelmutter, Assistant Teaching Professor, Slavic, German and Eurasian 

Studies / Jewish Studies 
414.​ Nina Vyatkina, Professor and Chair, Department of Slavic, German, and Eurasian 

Studies 
415.​ Oleksandra Wallo, Associate Professor, SGES 
416.​ Vitaly Chernetsky, Professor, Department of Slavic, German, and Eurasian 

Studies 
417.​ Biljana Konatar Weber, Multi-Term Lecturer, Department of Slavic, German, and 

Eurasian Studies 



418.​ Detlev Weber, Multi-Term Lecturer, Department of Slavic, German, and Eurasian 
Studies 

419.​ David Smith, Professor Emeritus, Department of Sociology 
420.​ ChangHwan Kim, Professor, Department of Sociology 
421.​ Elizabeth Felix, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology 
422.​ Jarron Saint Onge, Professor Sociology and Population Health 
423.​ Kelly H. Chong, Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology 
424.​ Brenden Oliver, Graduate Student, Department of Sociology 
425.​ Christopher Altamura, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology 
426.​ Isidro J. Rivera, Associate Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
427.​ Patricia Manning, Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
428.​ Adriana Sommerile, Lecturer, Spanish & Portuguese 
429.​ Etty del Valle, Academic Program Associate/Lecturer, Department Spanish and 

Portuguese 
430.​ Lorena Mosquera, Ph.D. Student, Graduate Research Assistant, Spanish and 

Portuguese Department. 
431.​ Sofía del Valle Castillo I., Graduate Teaching Assistant, PhD. Student, 

Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
432.​ Valerie Mazzotti, Distinguished Professor of Special Education 
433.​ Lisa Didion, Assistant Professor, Special Education 
434.​ Steven F. Warren, Emeritus Professor of Speech and Hearing Sciences and 

former Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Studies 
435.​ Raúl Rojas, Professor and Chair, Speech-Language-Hearing 
436.​ Anjelica D. Pearson, Clinical Assistant Professor, Speech-Language-Hearing 
437.​ Cynthia Hunter, Assistant Professor, Speech-Language-Hearing 
438.​ Julie Gatts, Clinical Associate Professor, Speech-Language-Hearing 
439.​ Kris Pedersen, Clinical Professor & Associate Chair, Speech-Language-Hearing 
440.​ Margarethe McDonald, Assistant Professor, Speech-Language-Hearing 
441.​ Matthew Gillispie, Clinical Professor, Speech-Language-Hearing 
442.​ Meghan M. Davidson, Associate Professor, Department of 

Speech-Language-Hearing 
443.​ Muhammad Hashim Raza, Associate Professor, Speech-Language-Hearing 
444.​ Ryan Clasby, Curator, Spencer Museum of Art 
445.​ Kate Stewart, Assistant Librarian and Curator, Spencer Research Library 
446.​ Maria Alonso Luaces, PhD, Assistant Dean, Office of Student Affairs| KU School 

of Medicine, Associate Professor, Family and Community Medicine 
447.​ Henry Bial, Professor and Chair, Department of Theatre and Dance, former 

Hilltop parent 
448.​ Jane Barnette, Professor, Department of Theatre & Dance 



449.​ Liz Hamel, Student Experience Coordinator, University Honors Program 
450.​ Mary Anne Jordan, Professor, Department of Visual Art 
451.​ Poppy DeltaDawn, Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Art, University 

Senate President ‘25-26 
452.​ Yoonmi Nam, Professor, Department of Visual Art 


