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Rules and Regulations for the School Speech, Recitation, and Storytelling
Competition
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1. Eligibility

a) Groups 1-5:
1) Participating students must have resided in non—Chinese-speaking
regions for a longer period than in Chinese-speaking regions, calculated
from the age of 2 years and 0 months (infancy is not counted).
2) Students in these groups who, within the three years prior to the event
date (May 2, 2026), have resided continuously in a Chinese-speaking
region for more than 180 days must compete in Group 6.

b) Group 6: Participating students are those who have resided in
non—Chinese-speaking regions for a shorter period than in Chinese-speaking
regions, calculated from the age of 2 years and 0 months (infancy is not
counted), or those who meet the requirements specified in Items 1(a) or 2(b)
and 2(f).

c) Groups 7 & 8 — Storytelling Competition:

1) Students participate in the Storytelling Competition as a team. The
competition group will be determined by the highest grade level among
the team members. For example, if a team includes both 7th- and
8th-grade students, the team will be placed in Group 8.

2) For teams of three students, if one member is absent, the team may
still compete, but no replacement is allowed.

For teams of two students, if one member is absent, the team will be
disqualified.

d) Groups 9—-11 — Recitation:

The parents of participating students in Groups 9 through 11 must not be fluent
Chinese speakers, regardless of whether the student is enrolled in a CFL
program.

e) Age Calculation for Groups 9—-11:

The actual age of participating students in Groups 9 through 11 will be
determined based on the inter-school competition date of May 2, 2026.

f) Group 9 Students: Students aged 4 to 10
g) Group 10 Students: Students aged 11 to 15
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h) Group 11 Students: Students aged 16 to 17
i) Group 12 Students: Students aged 18 and above), not subject to the restrictions
in 1(d). TCML Students may participate in this group.

2. Competition Groups and Time Limits

Competition U.S. School Grade Level / Time Limit
Group CFL Age Group
Group 1 Kindergarten and below 45 seconds — 2 minutes

(Speech & Recitation)

Group 2 Grades 1-2 45 seconds — 2 minutes
(Speech & Recitation)

Group 3 Grades 34 45 seconds — 3 minutes
(Speech & Recitation)

Group 4 Grades 5-6 1 minute 30 seconds — 3 minutes
(Speech & Recitation)

Group 5 Grade 7 and above 1 minute 30 seconds — 3 minutes
(Speech & Recitation)

Group 6 No grade restriction 1 minute 30 seconds — 3 minutes

Group 7 Storytelling — Grade 7 and 1 minute 30 seconds — 3 minutes
below, teams of 2—3

Group 8 Storytelling — Grade 8 and 1 minute 30 seconds — 3 minutes
above, teams of 2—3

Group 9 CFL Recitation 30 seconds — 2 minutes
Students aged 4-10

Group 10 CFL Recitation 45 seconds — 3 minutes
Students aged 11-15

Group 11 CFL Recitation 45 seconds — 3 minutes
Students aged 16 -17

Group 12 CFL or TCML Recitation 45 seconds — 3 minutes




Students aged 18 and above

Additional Rules

a) If the speech is shorter than the minimum time or longer than the maximum time, 1 point
will be deducted from the overall average score.

b) First-place winners from Groups 1-5 last year must advance one group higher than the
group they competed in previously, or they may choose to compete in Group 6.

c) The first-place winner of Group 6 last year may participate in the Storytelling Competition,
or may be invited by the organizers to perform as a demonstration group after the
competition.

d) The first-place team of Group 7 last year must sit out for one year if the same team
members participate again this year.

e) The first-place team of Group 8 last year must sit out for one year if the same team
members participate again this year.

f) First-place winners of Groups 9-12 last year must sit out for one year in the CFL Recitation
Competition, or they may compete in Groups 1-6 based on age eligibility.

3. Judging Criteria

Speech
Categor Criteria Weigh
y t
A Articulation and Pronunciation 35%
B Fluency and Content 35%
C Facial Expression, Gestures, and 30%
Emotion
Storytelling
Categor Criteria Weigh
y t
A Story Logic and Coherence 40%
B Fluency, Articulation, and 30%
Pronunciation
C Facial Expression, Gestures, and 30%
Emotion
Recitation



Categor Criteria Weigh
y t

A Fluency and Intonation 35%

B Articulation and Pronunciation 45%

C Content, Facial Expression, Gestures, and 20%

Emotion
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