
Genres & Cross-curricular Content of STAAR Redesign Passages Spring 2024 
2023     fiction      poetry        drama        opinion        informational         Genres folder 

 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th English I English II 

 

A Lens to the 
Past 

drama 
 

Parks with a 
Purpose 
opinion 

PUBLIC PARKS 

Fashion 
Forward 
opinion 

RECYCLING 

from Sports & 
Society 

informational 
SPORTS 
HISTORY 

Why We Need 
Solo Sports 

opinion 

The Great 
Aviation 

Communicator 
informational  

AVIATION 
HISTORY 

Credit Where 
Credit is Due 

opinion 
CITING 

SOURCES 

That’s Not 
What 

Happened 
drama 

 

 Digging on Dirt 
informational 

SOIL 

from Surprise 
Kick 

realistic 
fiction 

 

from Tales 
from Watership 

Down 
fiction 

The Age of 
Language 
opinion 

BILINGUALISM 

A Different 
Approach to 
Budgeting 

informational 
FINANCIAL 
LITERACY 

from Mr. 
Linden’s 
Library 
fiction 

 

from 
Parnassus on 

Wheels 
fiction 

Antarctica: 
Governing the 
Icy Continent 
informational  
GEOGRAPHY 

 from A Forest 
Full of Stars 

fiction 
 

Riding Out 
West 

informational 
EL PASO/ 

RAILROADS 

A Country 
Connected 

informational 
RAILROADS 

from The Last 
Wild Place 
realistic 
fiction 

Art For the 
People, Art By 

the People 
informational 

TEXAS 
HISTORY/ ART 

Cameras in the 
Courtroom 

informational  
JUDICIAL 
SYSTEM 

 

from Finding 
Dorothy 
realistic 
fiction 

from What the 
Octopus Knows 
informational  

ANIMALS 

More Than Air 
informational 

MUSIC 
 

Going Home 
(Burlington 

Route) 
poem 

The World is at 
My Fingertips 

poem 

A Wave of a 
Day 

poem 

Grandfather’s 
Legacy 
literary 

nonfiction 

Challenging 
the Status Quo 

opinion 

from Big 
Wheels Keep 
on Turning 

informational  
FERRIS WHEEL 

Narwhals are 
Real 

poem 

 

A Favorite 
Author 

informational 
AUTHOR 

A New Pet 
informational 

pet care 
 

Sunspots 
informational 

SPACE 

The Yellow 
Spotted 
Goanna 

informational 
ANIMALS 

Author J. 
Frank Dobie: 

Preserving the 
Lore of Texas 
informational 

TEXAS 
HISTORY/ 
AUTHOR 

The Painters of 
Paradise 

informational 
AMERICAN 

ARTIST 

Sawyer’s New 
Co-Worker  

realistic 
fiction 

The Hike 
realistic 
fiction 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dfZSl_MlOzF4mUPOl8I_cM7X8gw2KRGAZ8pKdPtZQAY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1btxhika_QW8ai4d-ReXpi4YO767HJ8T9?usp=drive_link


 

Making a New 
Kind of Pizza 
informational 

How-to 

Marvelous 
Marfa 

informational 
TEXAS 

An Unexpected 
Adventure 

informational 
 

My Treasures 
informational 

An Unexpected 
Friend 

informational 

Our Original 
Constitution 

informational 
US HISTORY 

The Problem 
of Urban Heat 

Islands 
informational 

URBAN 
GARDENS 

Finding Their 
Way 

realistic 
fiction 

 

 
 

Life on Venus 
8 sentences 

informational 
SPACE 

Strawberry 
Cake 

9 sentences 
Informational 

How-to 
 

A Famous 
Protest 

9 sentences 
informational 
BOSTON TEA 

PARTY 

Kids Need 
Breaks from 

Screens 
8 sentences 

opinion 
TECHNOLOGY 
 

Twin Space 
Study 

8 sentences 
informational  

SPACE 

Core Values 
8 sentences 

realistic 
fiction 

Tutoring 
Grandma 

12 sentences 
realistic 
fiction 

The Panama 
Canal 

informational  
30 sentences 

PANAMA 
CANAL 

 A Nighttime 
Show 

10 sentences 
informational 

Brave Bessie 
10 sentences 
informational  

BESSIE 
COLEMAN 

Extra, Extra 
9 sentences 

realistic 
fiction 

Nana’s 
Surprise 

9 sentences 
realistic 
fiction 

 

A Grand 
Discovery 

8 sentences 
informational 

TEXAS 
CAVERNS 

A Stubborn 
Toe 

8 sentences 
realistic 
fiction 

 

Mayan 
Weaving, A 

Thread 
Through 

Generations 
informational  

MAYAN 
CULTURE 

Refund for 
Unsatisfactory 
Fruit Basket 
11 sentences 

correspondence 

 
Fine print underneath the blueprint: “The majority of the topics for these cross-curricular passages will 

come from social studies and science. The rest will come from fine arts, health, physical education, 
technology applications, and mathematics (personal financial literacy.) 


