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| - Promoting Freedom, Crushing Dissent E
| | i
-\ . Over the past decade, the digital world has become an increasingly important arena for promoting and
1 protecting human rights. The Internet, texting, and social media allow people to expose abuse, organize,
1‘ ~ andmobilize as never before—especially in repressive countries. o

But just as technology can be a tool for freedom, it can also be used to crush dissent. Authoritarian
governments use digital tools to spy on citizens, harass defenders, censor information, and manipulate the

| truth. In the worst cases, governments target advocates and bloggers, subjecting them to torture, jail, and

even murder for their online activities. Some governments have tried to pull the plug on the digital world

g entirely - shutting down the Internet and mobile networks so activists cannot connect with each other or
1 be heard by the outside world.

N

Advocates have shown remarkable ingenuity in finding ways around these restrictions, making it clear that
the digital world will play a significant role in human rights activities for years to come.




Facebook Revolution Egypt

1n 2010, Wael Ghonim, a marketing executive in his twenties,
as checking out Facebook when he came acrossa photo of the
id. a young man who had been beaten
to death by police in Egypt.
Moved to take action, Ghonim created a Facebook page calle
Wi 1 Khialed Said? Tw 00 peoplehad
joined his page. Within three months he had more than 250,000
“frier
ith this simple act. Ghonim joined an energetic gro

technolog vho were using blogs, texts,

Desperate to undermine the growing protests, Egyptian
authorities shut down all digital communications on January 27,
2011. Little did President Hasni Mubarak know how this would in
fact help mobilize the demonstratos

| Twitter Revolution Iran
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pening in Iran, making th

ensor what o
he Intermet. among them Saud| Arabia. Iran,

Tunisia. In China, however, authoritie tablish

elaborate system for digital content contro] In the e
researcher called China's online censorship ‘the lar

man communication in the hist

Tiananmen Square, Taiwan. forelgn news repos
Lamaare among the types of sites blocked or
Chinese government.

Blogger Released
After Outcry Cuba

Yoani Sanchez, Cuba’s most well-known dissident journalist
and blogger, was driving to cover a trial about the murder of
another dissident when she and her husband were pulled ot
and taken into custody, The police accused the couple of trying
ato starta provocation and a media show o harm the proper
conduct of a trial”

After news agencies broadcast word of her arrest, human
rights groups condemned the move. Public outcry made the
ince police returned her cell phone
sed the couple from custody, Sinchez tweeted:
have been freed! Thank you toall of those who raised their
jces and their tweets, and allowed usto go home-










Police stand guard after arresting local residents for
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| for palm oil forces
people from their land

roughly half of all packaged foods—such as
breakfast cereal—as well as in fast food,
ers, lipstick, and other cosmetics.




e is no treat for
children on cacao plantations

beans are the main ingredient in chocolate—and roughly
t of these beans come from plantations in West

cacao plantations are expos
awn: workdays
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do universal human
12 In small places, close to
ne—so close and so small that they
be seen on any maps of the world.
are the world of the individual
Without concerted citizen
Id them close to home,

invain for progress in the
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1968 OLYMPICS
Civil Rights Are
Human Rights

On October 16, 1968 at the Olympic Games in
Mexico City, American sprinters Tommie Smith
and John Carlos shook the world when they
used their victories in the 200 meter dash
to protest the denial of civil rights to African
Americans in the United States. Smith, who
ran a world record time of 19.83 seconds to
win gold, and Carlos, who finished third to
take the bronze, were members of the Olympic
Committee for Human Rights (OCHR), and
had planned to take advantage of the moment
should the opportunity present itself. Standing
atop the podium to receive their medals, they
lifted their clenched fists in protest as the Star
Spangled Banner played. Almost immediately,
a collective gasp could be heard throughout
the stadium. Silver medalist, Australian Peter
George Norman, stood on the podium with
them and wore an OCHR button in support.
Broadcast around the world, their gesture was
met with derision by some while others saw it
as an act in solidarity with those fighting for
equality, justice, and human rights.

UNZIPPED TRACK SUIT:
SOLIDARITY WITH AMERICAN
BLUE COLLAR WorkgRs

BEADED NECKLACE:
IN MEMORY OF THOSE LMNCHED op KILLED
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The Chinese government prevents access to
topics it deems threatening.
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Does China restrict Internet access?

Tactics range from making pages load slowly to
seyenng or disrupting Internet connections to
pulling the plug on the Internet entirely.







= i)nscﬂmu]ated agamst becausenf gender, skm color religious
=== bé1|ef5 -OF any fundamental characterlstnc of who they are

Tortured or mlstreatecl
Heldin prlson WIthout areason

'Enslaved
- Cpncrlemned'a'g a criminal without a fair opportunity fo present -
~hisor her case‘in a court

A person must be able to:

Live in freedom and safety
- Be protected by laws
Vote iﬁ fair elecﬁo nsr
E Thind and'speék freeiy
_Enjoy personal priva;y
Choose a mate and have a family

Own property

Move to a different place
Flee government persecution

Meet with ethers without government interference

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

A person-must have the opportunity to:
Seek gainful employment

Have adequate food and shelter

Get a decent education

Have access to medical care




