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Beckey 
Agnes-Spruce Creek Route. This may be the best access to the Gunsight Peaks and Dome 
Peak, but the ferry on Lake Chelan and the shuttle up the road from Stehekin add time and 
logistical challenges. From the E, leave the Agnes Creek Trail just past 8 mi. (just N of Spruce 
Creek Junction). Leave the trail where it crosses an avalanche swath (find footbridge at a 
marshy section adjacent to Agnes Creek and just downstream from the Agnes-Spruce 
confluence). Find a log crossing or ford. Then head upstream within 100 ft of the bank. Cross 
through a long avalanche patch. Then aim straight up a gentle rib and old timber. The long 
hillside steeply rises with tall trees, giving way to alpine terrain (about 3000 ft of ascent). 
After leaving the highest tree stands, sidehill left and aim for the ridge between Agnes Creek 
and the Gunsight Peaks. 
Pass a minor basin at 6400 ft and proceed to good camp locations near point 7070. Time: 6+ 
hours. For the East Faces of Gunsight Peaks and the Cannonhole Ridge of the South Peak, 
proceed up the Blue Glacier to reach the Gunsight West Faces, cross to the Chickamin Glacier 
via the notch, which is the second S of the Gunsight group. 
 
PCT Southbound to Agnes Mountain 

About 8.2 miles from High Bridge was the Swamp Creek fork. After walking for 

another 1.5 miles, we soon reached the confluence of Agnes Creek and 

Spruce Creek. 

https://cascadeclimbers.com/forum/topic/74323-tr-gunsight-peak-s-face-6172010/
https://onehikeaweek.com/2020/07/20/agnes-mountain/
https://www.nwhikers.net/forums/viewtopic.php?t=8027576


 

Agnes Creek flows through the deep gorge 

Navigating the Raging Agnes Creek 

We carefully looked for sturdy logs to cross the raging Agnes Creek and soon 

saw one near the camp. It looked like the same one other parties had used 

before to cross the fast-moving water safely. But we continued on the trail, 

hoping to find something larger. Without any luck upstream, the tiny log was 

our only viable option to continue the approach. It took impressive acrobatic 

moves to get ourselves and the heavy packs to reach the heftier downed tree. 

Then we took turns scooching over two annoying upright stobs in the midpoint 

of the slippery log. 



 

A downed log used to cross the raging Agnes Creek 

Crossing the Mighty Spruce Creek 

We had completely forgotten about Spruce Creek until we were near it. 

Luckily, the only downed tree over the rushing creek was much beefier than 

the last one we found. So we took turns and carefully walked right to the other 

side of the fast-moving creek. But our challenging battle was far from over. 

Soon, we entered the open forest north of Spruce Creek, and the terrain 

became more difficult to navigate. I had initially wanted to go up the steep 

slopes and then traverse west over the top of two gullies. But as it quickly 

became too brushy to continue, we backtracked toward the creek, our last 

water source before camp. 



 



Crossing over Spruce Creek on a sturdy downed log 

Making Camp Below Asa Peak 

It only took a short traverse east before we had to stop and reassess our 

planned route. We then realized that the only feasible way was to go straight 

up before drowning in a sea of vine maples. From 3000 to 3600 feet was the 

most excruciating, as there was no easy way around the continuous dense 

brush. 

As luck would have it, we stumbled upon some faint animal trails and eagerly 

followed them for a while. The steepness of the terrain persisted as we finally 

reached the semi-open forest at around 4000 feet. We made a makeshift 

camp at 5000 feet. 

 



A stunning sky of star trails in the Glacier Peak Wilderness 

Ascending Toward Icy-Spruce Creek Pass 

We awoke to another glorious day with the sun shining brightly through the 

trees. Our first goal for today was going up to the 6760-foot pass, involving 

1800 feet of steep ascent. Then, we would set up camp before making our 

push toward the majestic Agnes Mountain.  

We continued up the steep slopes so we could successfully bypass the two 

ravines I had intended to avoid yesterday. At 5400 feet, we started moving 

west-northwest while aiming for the 6760-foot pass as we went through 

several ribs. Later, at 6400 feet, our goal for day three, the impressive 

Gunsight Peak, came into our view. 

 



A climber traverses a steep slope with the sharp Needle Peak visible in the background 

En Route to Agnes Mountain 

I had initially planned to spend the night in the beautiful 6400-foot basin that 

was adorned with lovely streams. But now, we could be much closer to our 

first goal by staying on the saddle. We set up camp and relaxed a bit before 

grabbing our gear and heading up toward Point 7458. 

 
Day 1 

Once in Stehekin, a National Park Service shuttle delivers you up valley to High Bridge, where the trail up 
the West Fork of Agnes Creek begins. Nine miles and 1400’ later, you arrive at the relatively plush Swamp 
Creek Camp, one of many established sites for thru-hikers on the PCT. After all was said and done, Daniel 
and I arrived in camp at 6PM.   

Day 2 

https://onehikeaweek.com/2023/09/11/needle-peak/


S Fork of Agnes creek was flowing heavily, but we were able to find a huge log to cross on about a 9 
minute hike up the trail from Swamp Creek. From the valley bottom, we worked up between two giant 
swaths of slide alder, within earshot (and climber’s left) of a small watercourse. There is no avoiding 
dense Slide Alder and Vine Maple here, you pretty much have to just dive in. We bushwhacked for about 
400 vertical feet before breaking out into the open on a steep, grassy, slabby rib. From here, the brush all 
but ends. 

 

Typical Bushwhacking above Spruce Creek 

We ascended the rib as high as we could go before it enters cliffy terrain below Asa Peak. At the apex of 
the rib, we traversed left for about a mile below Asa Peak and the Yew/Spruce Creek divide, finally gaining 
the divide itself at the obvious saddle SE of Pt 7458. This would be our camp for the remainder of the trip. 
 
Sinister Peak Notes 
Northwest Face 
Summit Post 



Ascend to the N shoulder of Dome ~8500’ (good bivy sites to the south at 8700') and descend 
the Chickamin Glacier (crevasses) until about 7200' where you can traverse right and climb to 
the 7640’ Dome-Sinister col: a 'shrund may pose problems in late season. 

 

From the col, Stephenson & Bongiovanni advise climbing moderate snow on the NW face until 
an easy scramble yields the summit as shown below.

 

—------ 

Eric Gilbetson​
Most parties on Sinister either climb the exposed class 3+ ridge directly from the 
Dome-Sinister col, or wrap around to the south side of Sinister and climb up a loose 
gully to gain the ridge. Since we were so early in the season, there was a snow ramp on 
the northwest face, climbers left of the col, that reached all the way to the level area of 
the west ridge. 

—------- 

Onehikeaday has a a day pic below:​  

https://www.summitpost.org/upper-chickamin-glacier/749847/c-749245
https://www.summitpost.org/upper-chickamin-glacier/749847/c-749245


 

 

West Ridge 
West ridge: Becky suggests continuing from the col to the south side of Sinister's west ridge 
under a notch, then climbing a dirty gully to the ridge followed by steep, exposed snow and a 
final easier scramble. Class 3 and steep snow.  

Mountaineers:  

Descend the Chickamin Glacier northeasterly to 7,200 ft where you can traverse right and climb 
to the 7,640 ft Dome-Sinister col; a bergshrund may pose problems in late season. From the 
col, climb moderate snow on the NW face, ending with an easy scramble (Class 2-3) to the 
summit (8,440 ft). 

Onehikaday: 

 ​ Steep snow below Sinister Peak north ridge: I didn’t think it was as scary as it looked.  



 

Went then went up the ridge on exposed terrain.  



 

Finished on class 2 terrain up to the top. 

Lemke: 

By 5:30am in the morning, we started up the Dome Glacier, over the Dome Col and 
descended the Chikamin. The route finding was already done for us since Fred had 
made steps the day before. Weaving around crevasses, we dropped all the way down to 
7,100 feet, then ascended to the Dome/Sinister Col, bypassing the giant schrund 
guarding the saddle on the far left. We then crossed over to the south side and 
ascended around below the lower west ridge, and up a steep Class 3 gully to a notch in 
the ridge. The remaining snow/rock walk was an easy class 2 romp to the summit.  

Some exploring on the summit led us to the top of a steep couloir on the NE face of 
Sinister, that ended merely a few feet from the summit! I wonder if anyone has ever 
climbed it? It was a little broken up now, but a few weeks ago would have been a good 
route. Approach for it would be same for North Face, just a little further around the 
north side of the mountain.  

Rando on Peakbagger: 



As part of the Ptarmigan Traverse. Took the Chikamin glacier to the West Ridge of 
Sinister which we scrambled in its entirety (4th class). Looked better than the gully on 
the south side with more solid rock. 

 

Rando on Peakbagger 2: 

Once on the ridge the exposure increased but there were ample solid hand and foot 
holds that made it pretty fun. The climb up the ridge is short and there is a rap station 
at the top just where the climbing ends. I think this rap station is likely the best one to 
take, probably worth looking at the snow below to see if there is a bergschrund. 
Thinking it would be faster, we rapped down the second rap station which leads into a 
gully, which was super loose and sucked! There was a second rap station half way 
down but getting off the rock and over the bergschrund required one big heroic move. 
Would only recommend this descent if the gully is snow filled. Summit register needs 
new notepad and pencil. 

Rando on Peakbagger 3: 

Climbed over a thin snow bridge to get to the saddle before the ridge. We accessed the 
ridge from the south on a gentle scree slope then had a few class 4 moves to easier 
terrain and the summit. Removed some chewed up tat 

Rando on Peakbagger 4: (CLIMBED SAME TIME OF YEAR 2015) 

Navigating the glacier was pretty straight forward and we dropped down to 7200ft. 
before heading for the West ridge of Sinister. We scrambled the ridge from the col a few 



3rd+ class moves with exposure lower on the ridge led to easy class 2/3 all the way to 
the top. We were able to stay on rock the entire way until just below the summit. Made 
the summit around 10am. Morgan noted that Sinister had seen 5 parties in a year only 
twice before, sometimes only one party per year. Not climbed very often. We left the 
summit around 10:45am making our way back over the Chickiman to the shrund. 
Morgan and Imran kindly left their rope anchored above the crack which we gladly used 
as a hand line to get over/up the gap. We made the short climb up from the col to the 
top of Dome and made the summit at 2pm. Stan led the 4th class summit block and set 
up a hand line, pretty exposed. 

 

 



 



 

Gunsight Peak 
The last day or 2, I had been thinking I might not be able to even give Gunsight a shot due 
to the weather and Jayden not used to these big off trail trips.  I was ok with bailing but 
when I told Jayden at 4:30am that the weather looked great, he was eager and ready to go 
for it and I was surprised.  We quickly got going and headed up and down the ridge lines 
towards Gunsight.  At the low saddle above Blue Lake, we filled a couple bottles of water 
and headed up the firm slopes to what I thought was the proper col.  My mistake as I went 
one too far South and we went to what should have been the more obvious one.  I was still 
skeptical that Jayden would want to continue on steep firm snow over to the Chikamin but I 
wanted him to at least get a look at Sinister and Dome Pks.  That view was absolutely 
amazing!  

Once he got that view, he said he was good and ready to go and the slopes didn't bother 
him.  I was already feeling pretty proud of him for dealing with the miserable buggy 
approach, getting to high camp and then have a great attitude for the toughest summit.  We 
descended a couple hundred feet and traversed over towards the West face of Middle 
Gunsight.  I had a few crampon issues and Jayden reached the climbing route first. 



 

I got the rope and rock pro out and Jayden put me on belay.  The first pitch is the crux 
(5.6+) and it was wet and very slick, probably due to the heavy rain the day before.  It took 
me much time to figure out a way up the slimy slab but it went to my excitement.  Jayden 
easily followed and wondered what took me so long.  I think that was probably the hardest 
move that I've ever done in the mountains.  

Anyways, after that, we scrambled up nice grippy slabs to the col between the North and 
Middle Pks.  I found and traversed a ledge until I was underneath a chimney I spotted from 
down below.  It was some easy 5th class moves to another rap anchor on the summit ridge.  
I belayed Jayden up and we were now an exposed ridge scramble to the summit.  

 



 

The above pic is a good shot of where we step off of the snow.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dome Peak Notes 

 

View of dome/sinister from sentinel, 6/11/25 

 
The final snow slopes of Dome, pictured above.  

 



 
The final ridge summit of Dome, pictured above. [Belaying a short pitch/hand line 
seems like the move here.] I decided to check out the direct ridgeline. After one spicy 
face move, I found myself walking a narrow “sidewalk in the sky” with incredible 
exposure on either side!  
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