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Writing compare and contrast essays is quite common but writing good ones is not that common. 

There are people like me who are good with ideas but poor with the organization. It is the fruit of 

my years of hard with the organization of an essay that I am sharing with you. 

I struggled to write compare and contrast essays, not because I lacked ideas but because I lacked 

coherence. I would sit to write my essay but I would end up writing irrelevant details that 

disturbed the organization of my essay. Most days I just randomly wrote my ideas without giving 

much thought to the organization of the essay. 

Make an outline. 

We all are familiar that making an outline is key to writing a good essay. In a compare and 

contrast essay, the outline not only helps you create a balance between various segments but it 

keeps you from deviating from your argument. Sticking to the topic and sticking to the 

arguments, in turn, ensure the organization of your essay. Like any ideal outline, your outline 

would include the introduction, body, and conclusion. The body paragraphs would compare and 

contrast the sources that are the focus of your essay. 

Make subsections within an outline. 

This was a simple but hard-learned lesson. Now, when I write essay for me I make sure that I 

prepare an outline that has sections and subsections. This helps me focus my essay narrowly and 

keep it to the point. This minimizes the chances of any extra detail that I might mistakenly add to 

my essay. You should also make subsections regarding the similarities and differences between 

your sources and what makes them alike and unalike. Depending on the length of your essay and 



the depth of your topic you can divide your essay into as many subsections as you want. They 

streamline and narrow the focus of your essay. 

Relate your topic sentences with your thesis. 

If you wish to have a well-organized compare and contrast essay then you must create a direct 

link between your thesis statement and your topic sentences, as I did. If the thesis statement is a 

one-line outline of your essay then the topic sentence is a one-line outline for your paragraphs. 

We don’t give headings in an essay because the topic sentences serve as the headings. Your topic 

sentence should directly address your thesis statement. They should be so constructed that even 

if you see them in isolation they must convey the meaning and essence of your whole essay.   

Follow the topic sentence. 

Everyone knows that a thesis statement is the most important in an essay but not everyone knows 

the importance of topic sentences. We do write to them if we are mindful of them but then we do 

not follow them throughout the paragraph. In a Compare and Contrast Essay, it is vital to the 

arrangement of text and to make sure that our essay is engaging. Jumping across themes within a 

paragraph leaves a bad impression on the reader. 

Discuss one idea in one paragraph. 

This is a common mistake that disturbs the organization of our compare and contrast essay. We 

make a well-developed thesis statement and write responsive topic statements as well but adding 

irrelevant information makes our essay look less coherent. The above-mentioned tip of making 

sub-sections would prove to be quite helpful in this regard. You would know what to discuss in 

one paragraph. Write a topic sentence that reflects your thesis. Elaborate on your topic sentence 

and provide the reason for your claim. Then add direct references from the sources to strengthen 

your arguments and explain these references as well. 



These simple tips will not only help you write a good compare and contrast essay but would also 

help you improve your observation and argument.  

 


