Book of Leviticus

Structure, Themes, and Law

Introduction

What does it mean that God is holy—and how can we, as flawed people, ever come close to Him?
The book of Leviticus tackles that very question. It might seem like a dry list of laws and offerings,
but it's actually a powerful guide to living in the presence of a holy God.

Let’s be honest—many of us skip Leviticus in our Bible reading plans. The detailed rituals and
commands can feel overwhelming or confusing. However, when we slow down and look closer, we
discover deep spiritual truths woven through every chapter. These truths reveal God's character, His
mercy, and His desire to live among His people.

Even more, Leviticus lays the foundation for understanding Jesus. The sacrifices, priests, and purity
laws all point forward to the work of Christ. Without Leviticus, we miss the full meaning of the cross
and what it cost for us to be forgiven.

In this outline, we’ll explore the structure of the book, its major themes, and the key laws that shaped
Israel’s worship. We’'ll also highlight important stories and theological insights that still apply today. As
we walk through each section, we’ll see how this ancient book speaks directly to our faith and our
daily lives.

The book of Leviticus may seem distant at first, but with a little guidance, it becomes a rich and
rewarding journey into God's heart.

Writer of the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus is traditionally attributed to Moses. From the very first verse—*“The Lord called
Moses” (Leviticus 1:1)—we see his central role. Not only did Moses receive God’s instructions, but he
also passed them on faithfully to the people of Israel. Because of this, Moses is often called the
mediator of the old covenant.

Other parts of the Bible confirm his authorship. For example, in Luke 24:44, Jesus refers to “the Law
of Moses,” which includes Leviticus. Additionally, many Old Testament passages credit Moses with
writing down God’s commands. Although Leviticus doesn’t say, “Written by Moses,” the evidence fits.

Since Moses led Israel out of Egypt and met with God at Mount Sinai, he was in the right place to
record these laws. Through Moses, God revealed how His people could live in holiness. That's why
the book of Leviticus stands as a vital part of Moses’ legacy.



Date Written

The book of Leviticus was likely written during Israel’s wilderness journey, sometime between 1445
and 1405 BC. Since the events and instructions occur right after the construction of the tabernacle,
many scholars believe Moses recorded it during Israel’s one-year stay at Mount Sinai. During that
time, God gave detailed laws for worship, sacrifice, and holy living. Because Leviticus fits so closely
with Exodus and Numbers, it makes sense that it was written early in Israel’s history. While we can’t
know the exact date, the timing helps us understand the purpose and urgency behind the book of
Leviticus.

To Whom Written

The book of Leviticus was written to the Israelites, especially the newly established priesthood and
the wider community. God had just delivered them from Egypt, but now they needed to learn how to
live as His holy people. That's why Leviticus focuses on worship, sacrifice, and daily conduct. It
wasn’t just for the priests—it was for everyone. Through these instructions, God showed His people
how to stay in covenant with Him. As a result, the book of Leviticus became a guide for living set
apart in a world filled with sin and spiritual confusion.

Purpose of the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus was written with a clear and powerful purpose—to show Israel how to live
near a holy God. Although they had been rescued from slavery, they still needed to learn how to walk
in obedience. That's where Leviticus comes in. It teaches God’s people how to worship, how to
remain pure, and how to live holy lives.

Because God is perfectly holy, sinful people can’t approach Him on their own terms. However,
through sacrifices, cleansing, and the priesthood, God made a way for His people to come near. The
book of Leviticus lays out this path.

It introduces important concepts like atonement, purity, and consecration. These were not just
religious rules—they were life-giving instructions for a people called to be different. As we read
Leviticus today, we still see that God desires holiness from His people. Even though we now have
Jesus as our perfect sacrifice, the message remains: God calls us to live set apart.

Historical Context for the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus picks up right where Exodus ends. God had just rescued Israel from Egypt
and led them to Mount Sinai. There, He gave them the covenant and detailed instructions to build the
tabernacle. Now that the tabernacle was finished, what came next? Leviticus shows them how to use
it.

God was preparing His people to live in His presence. However, they couldn’t just come to Him in any
way. That's why He gave them laws for worship, sacrifice, and purity. Through these, they would learn
how to approach Him with reverence and trust.



At this point, Israel hadn’t entered the Promised Land. They were still camped at Sinai, learning how
to be God’s holy nation. So, the book of Leviticus is like a spiritual training manual. It helped shape
their identity and guided their daily lives.

Even today, this context matters. When we understand where Israel was and what God was doing,
the book becomes clearer. We see that Leviticus isn’t just about rules—it’s about relationship. It
shows how God lovingly taught His people to walk with Him before they stepped into the land He
promised.

Key Themes in the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus may seem like a list of ancient laws, but it’s full of deep spiritual truths. Its
main themes teach us how a holy God made a way for His people to live close to Him. Let’s explore
these key themes together—and see how each one points us to Jesus.

Holiness

The heartbeat of Leviticus is holiness. God says, “Be holy, for | am holy” (Leviticus 11:44). That call
wasn’t just for the priests—it was for all of Israel. Holiness means being set apart for God’s purposes.
Since God is pure and perfect, His people must reflect His character. Even today, this call to holiness
still applies. Thankfully, Jesus makes us holy through His Spirit and sacrifice.

Sacrifice and Atonement

Next, the book of Leviticus lays out five main offerings: burnt, grain, peace, sin, and guilt offerings.
Each one served a unique purpose. Some expressed worship or gratitude, while others covered sin
and guilt. These sacrifices allowed people to draw near to God without being destroyed by His
holiness. Ultimately, these offerings foreshadow Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God who takes away our
sin once for all.

Clean vs. Unclean

Leviticus also deals with what is clean and unclean. This covered food, disease, bodily fluids, and
even mildew. At first, these rules might seem strange. But they taught the Israelites to honor life and
purity. They also reminded them of God’s perfect standards. Today, we're not bound by these laws,
but they help us understand how Jesus makes us spiritually clean.

Priesthood

God chose Aaron and his sons to serve as priests. Their role was vital—they offered sacrifices,
taught God’s law, and kept the tabernacle holy. They stood between the people and God. But their
priesthood wasn’t permanent. Now, Jesus is our eternal High Priest. Because of Him, we have direct
access to God without fear.

Obedience and Blessing

Finally, Leviticus highlights the connection between obedience and blessing. If Israel followed God’s
ways, they would enjoy His favor. But disobedience would bring discipline. These covenant promises



showed that choices matter. In the same way, following Jesus brings life and peace. While we live
under grace, obedience still matters.

The book of Leviticus might feel ancient, but its message still points us to Christ—our holiness, our
sacrifice, and our High Priest.

Major Events/Stories in the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus may not read like a storybook, but it includes several powerful events that
shaped Israel’s spiritual life. These moments reveal how God guided His people step by step.

First, we see the five main offerings in Leviticus 1-7. God gave instructions for burnt, grain, peace,
sin, and guilt offerings. Each one served a unique purpose. Together, they helped the people worship,
give thanks, and seek forgiveness.

Next comes the ordination of Aaron and his sons in chapters 8-10. God set them apart as priests.
However, when Nadab and Abihu offered unauthorized fire, God struck them down. This was a strong
warning—God’s holiness must be honored.

Then, in chapter 16, we find the Day of Atonement. It was the most important day of the year. On this
day, the high priest made atonement for all Israel. One goat was sacrificed, and one was released as
a scapegoat, symbolizing the removal of sin.

Chapters 17-26 form what’s called the Holiness Code. These chapters give practical instructions for
holy living—covering relationships, justice, worship, and more.

Finally, chapter 25 introduces the Year of Jubilee. Every 50 years, land returned to families, debts
were forgiven, and freedom was restored.

Clearly, the book of Leviticus is full of moments that shaped Israel’s identity—and they all point us to
Christ.

Theological Contributions of the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus may seem ancient, but its theological truths still shape how we understand
God, sin, and salvation today. Let’s take a closer look at a few key contributions.

God’s Holy Nature

First, Leviticus reveals that God is perfectly holy. Every law, offering, and ritual points to His purity and
perfection. God cannot overlook sin, and He will not dwell where sin is present. However, He also
provides a way for His people to approach Him. That balance of holiness and mercy is central to the
message of Leviticus.



The Cost of Sin

Because God is holy, sin has a price. The book of Leviticus shows that forgiveness always involves
sacrifice. Animals were offered in place of the sinner, showing that sin leads to death. This wasn'’t just
symbolic—it was God’s way of teaching His people the seriousness of rebellion and the depth of His
grace.

Substitution and Atonement

One of the most powerful ideas in Leviticus is substitutionary atonement. A spotless animal died in
the sinner’s place. This concept points directly to Jesus. As our perfect substitute, He bore our guilt
and made peace with God once for all.

Covenant Living

Leviticus also helps us understand what it means to live in covenant with a holy God. God’s people
were called to live differently. Their daily lives, relationships, and worship reflected their identity as His
chosen people. We too are called to be holy.

Jesus as Our High Priest

Finally, the priesthood in Leviticus helps us grasp Jesus’ role. He is now our High Priest—holy,
perfect, and eternal. Because of Him, we can come boldly to God.

So, the book of Leviticus does more than teach history. It lays the foundation for the gospel we trust
today.

Special Consideration for the book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus may not apply to us in the same way it did to ancient Israel, but it’s still
relevant. Even though we’re not under the Levitical law, the book teaches us about God’s unchanging
character—His holiness, mercy, and justice.

More importantly, Leviticus points us to Jesus. Hebrews 10:1 reminds us that the law was only a
shadow of the good things to come. Every sacrifice, law, and priestly act finds its fulfillment in Christ.
Because of Him, we now have direct access to God.

As we grow in faith, the book of Leviticus helps us understand what it means to live set apart. It
reminds us to take sin seriously and pursue God’s holiness with reverence. Even today, Leviticus
remains a valuable tool for discipleship and spiritual growth.

Closing Thoughts on the Book of Leviticus

The book of Leviticus may feel distant at first, but it's far from outdated—it’s a foundational part of
God’s Word. When we take time to explore it, we begin to see its deep connection to the gospel.
Every sacrifice, every law, and every instruction points us to Jesus and the holiness of God.



Even though we’re no longer under the Levitical system, God’s call to holiness hasn’t changed. In
fact, it's clearer now through Christ. Because of Him, we can live as people set apart, just like Israel
was called to do.

So, let’s approach the book of Leviticus with fresh eyes. Instead of skipping past it, let's walk
through it with purpose. As we do, we’ll discover more about God’s heart—His justice, His mercy, and

His desire to dwell with His people.

It's more than a book of laws. It's a journey into knowing our holy God.
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