
HAWAIʻI TRIVIA QUESTIONS 
 

1.​ Which island is associated with the Menehune after the 1820 Hawaiʻi 
Population Census was taken?​
 

2.​ Which goddess sometimes hitchhikes on the east side of Oʻahu?​
 

3.​ Which hike on the west side of Oʻahu is famed for being the entrance to 
the underworld?​
 

4.​ What is the first thing you should do before going on a hike?​
 

5.​ What is the first Buddhist temple established on Oʻahu?​
 

6.​ Which bank did Charles Reed Bishop establish in 1858?​
 

7.​ Which Oʻahu born surfer won the Olympic Gold Medal in 1912?​
 

8.​ Which hotel in Waikīkī is known to be haunted?​
 

9.​ Which US President was on good terms with Queen Liliʻuokalani? 

10.​ How do you say “encore” in Hawaiian? 

11.​ What is the name of the shark that protected Puʻuloa? 

12.​ What local noodle dish can you get at Hawaiʻi McDonald’s? 

13.​ What high school did US President Barack Obama go to when he lived in 
Hawaiʻi? 

14.​ Which church on Oʻahu was built with coral harvested from Honolulu 
Harbor? 

15.​ What is the name (Hawaiian and/or scientific name) of this commonly 
eaten fern found on all Hawaiian islands except Big Island?  



ANSWER KEY - HAWAIʻI TRIVIA QUESTIONS 
Question  Answer Book 

1: Which island is associated with the 
Menehune after the 1820 Hawaiʻi 
Population Census was taken? 

Kauaʻi “Menehune mystery : the original tales and the 
origins of the myth” 

2: Which goddess sometimes hitchhikes 
on the east side of Oʻahu? 

Pele “The best of Hawaiʻi's best spooky tales” 

3: Which hike on the west side of Oʻahu 
is famed for being the entrance to the 
underworld? 

Kaʻena Point “The hikers guide to Oʻahu” 

4: What is the first thing you should do 
before going on a hike? 

Tell someone where 
you’re going 

“The Hawaiian survival handbook” 

5: What is the first Buddhist temple 
established on Oʻahu? 

Honpa Hongwanji 
Betsuin (1889) 

“Japanese Buddhist temples in Hawaiʻi : an 
illustrated guide” 

6: Which bank did Charles Reed Bishop 
establish in 1858? 

First Hawaiian Bank “Firsts and almost firsts in Hawai'i” 

7: Which Oʻahu born surfer won the 
Olympic Gold Medal in 1912? 

Duke Kahanamoku “Things Hawaiʻi : a celebration of the history, 
landmarks, flavors, trends, and traditions that 
make Hawaiʻi special” 

8: Which hotel in Waikīkī is known to be 
haunted? 

Princess Kaiʻulani Hotel “Detours : a decolonial guide to Hawaiʻi” 

9: Which US President was on good 
terms with Queen Liliʻuokalani? 

Grover Cleaveland “Hawai'i's Story” 

10: How do you say “encore” in 
Hawaiian? 

Hana hou! “The Hawaiian word book : over 50 most 
commonly used Hawaiian words and more : how 
to pronounce them, what they mean, when to 
use them” 

11: What is the name of the shark that 
protected Puʻuloa? 

Kaʻahupāhau “Sharks of Hawaii : their biology and cultural 
significance” 

12: What local noodle dish can you get 
at Hawaiʻi McDonald’s? 

Saimin “The food of Paradise : exploring Hawaii's 
culinary heritage” 

13: What high school did US President 
Barack Obama go to when he lived in 
Hawaiʻi? 

Punahou “A president from Hawaiʻi” 

14: Which church on Oʻahu was built 
with coral harvested from Honolulu 
Harbor? 

Kawaiahaʻo Church  “Pōhaku : the art & architecture of stonework in 
Hawaiʻi” 

15: What is the name (Hawaiian and/or 
scientific name) of this commonly eaten 
fern found on all Hawaiian islands 
except Big Island? 

Pohole, Hō‘i‘o; 
Diplazium esculentum. 

“Hawai'i's ferns and fern allies” 
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