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Your first visit to a new Nigerian state can be an exciting experience. Discovering new food 
and meeting new people can be an exciting experience. You will discover new places to 
explore. But if you're unsure where to go, it can feel unsafe and confusing. 

Many visitors come into Nigeria with positive intentions. They are keen to explore, relax, and 
enjoy the culture. But one wrong turn, poor advice, or lack of local knowledge can lead to 
stress, fear, or loss.   

That is why understanding areas to avoid in Nigerian states when visiting for the first time is 
essential. This is not to scare you, but to help you stay safe and enjoy your trip with peace of 
mind. 
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This guide will teach you what to avoid, why some areas are dangerous, and how to travel 
safely in Nigeria. 

Understanding Why Some Areas Should Be Avoided 

Understanding that not every area in Nigeria is unsafe or visitor-friendly is helpful when 
visiting for the first time.  

Nigeria is safe for tourists. However, as with any other country, there are certain areas that 
locals frequent daily and others that visitors should steer clear of. 

From a visitor’s perspective, the challenge is simple. You do not yet know the city. You may 
not understand local routes, times, or neighbourhood boundaries.   

This is why guides on areas to avoid in Nigerian states when visiting for the first time are 
important. The goal is not to scare you but to help you move smart.  

With the right awareness, you can enjoy Nigeria’s culture, food, and people while staying 
safe and confident in a new environment. 

Areas to Avoid in Nigerian States When Visiting for the First 
Time 
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Not every place in a Nigerian state is unsafe. However, as a novice, it's advisable to avoid 
certain areas until you have a thorough understanding of the surroundings. These spots 
often have higher risks, especially for first-time visitors. 

1. Poorly Lit Areas at Night 

Many Nigerian cities become quiet after dark. Streets that look normal in the daytime can 
feel unsafe at night. 

Poor lighting makes theft or harassment more likely. Some areas also have limited police 
presence after dark. 

As a visitor, avoid walking or driving through dark streets late at night, especially if you do 
not know the area well. Stick to well-lit main roads, busy streets, and places with active 
shops or security. 

2. Known High-Crime Neighbourhoods 

Every city has areas locals warn about. These places may have frequent reports of robbery, 
phone snatching, or scams. 

If locals say, “Don’t go there,” listen. Nigerians are very open about which areas are risky. 
Ask hotel staff, drivers, or trusted residents before moving around. 

When you visit a new state, knowing which areas to avoid in Nigerian states can help you 
stay safe and relaxed. 

3. Isolated Bus Parks and Transport Stops 

Bus parks are useful, but some become unsafe late in the evening or very early in the 
morning. 

Isolated or poorly managed parks may attract pickpockets or scammers who target 
newcomers. 

Try to travel during the day. Use well-known transport companies and busy terminals. If 
possible, arrive before nightfall when visiting a new Nigerian state. 

4. Crowded Markets Without Local Guidance 

Markets are part of Nigerian culture, but large ones can be confusing for visitors. 

In very crowded markets, it is easy to lose your way or attract unwanted attention if you look 
unsure. 

If you want to visit major markets, go with someone who knows the area. Keep valuables 
hidden and avoid flashing phones or cash. 



5. Uncompleted or Abandoned Areas 

Some neighbourhoods have abandoned buildings, unfinished roads, or empty housing 
projects. 

These places often lack security and can be hotspots for illegal activity. 

As a visitor, avoid exploring abandoned or poorly developed areas, no matter how curious 
you are. They are not tourist sites and offer little benefit. 

6. Political Or Protest Hotspots 

During elections, protests, or political events, certain areas may become tense. Roads may 
be blocked, and security presence may increase. 

Visitors should avoid protest locations completely. Stay indoors if advised and follow updates 
from local news or hotel staff. 

This is a key safety tip for anyone visiting Nigerian states for the first time: avoid areas with 
high crime rates. 

7. Border Areas And Conflict-Prone Zones 

Certain border regions and remote areas may experience security challenges due to 
conflicts, banditry, or unrest. These situations can change quickly. 

As a first-time visitor, avoid travelling to border towns without proper guidance. Check travel 
updates before moving between states and follow local news and advice from residents. 

This issue does not affect most tourist areas, but awareness is important. 

Areas That Require Extra Caution, Not Total Avoidance 
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Not every area in a new Nigerian state is dangerous. Some places simply need extra care 
and awareness. First-time visitors don’t have to avoid them completely. They just need to be 
smart. 

Nightlife Zones and Entertainment Districts 

Nightclubs, bars, and popular evening spots can be lively and fun, but sometimes petty theft 
or minor scuffles happen. 

Visit with a group or a trusted local, and avoid wandering alone late at night. Keep valuables 
secure and carry only what you need. 

Border Towns or Transit Areas 

Towns near state borders or busy transit hubs often experience significant movement and 
can attract opportunists. 

Be alert to your surroundings, especially at bus stops or crowded stations. Stick to reputable 
transport options and avoid isolated areas during transit. 

Festival Grounds and Large Public Events 

Festivals, concerts, and large celebrations are exciting but crowded. Pickpockets or 
confusion can happen easily. 
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Arrive early, keep valuables safe, and stay with your group. Enjoy the event, but plan your 
exit route in advance. 

Why Timing and Awareness Matter More Than Avoidance 

Many areas that seem risky can be safe if you visit at the right time of day or follow local 
advice. 

Being aware of your surroundings, avoiding late-night visits, and staying alert is often more 
effective than total avoidance. 

Knowledge and preparation turn potentially risky areas into safe experiences. 

How to Stay Safe on Nigerian Roads During Christmas Travel 
How Safe Is Christmas Travel in Nigeria in 2025? A Clear, Honest Guide 
Safest and Most Peaceful States in Nigeria for Travel & Tourism 
Is Nigeria Safe for Tourists in 2025? Travel Safety Tips, Risks, & Safe Cities 

How to Identify Unsafe Areas Before and During Your Visit 
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Even the most peaceful states in Nigeria have some places you shouldn’t visit. Being able to 
spot unsafe areas helps first-time visitors enjoy Nigeria without unnecessary fear. Here’s 
how to do it: 

Asking Trusted Locals and Hotel Staff 

●​ Your hotel staff or hosts often know which streets or neighbourhoods to avoid. 
●​ Don’t be shy to ask about areas that are safe to explore and times when certain 

areas are best avoided. 

Checking Recent News and Travel Advisories 

●​ Local news, online forums, or social media updates give real-time information about 
incidents or unsafe zones. 

●​ Government or tourism advisories sometimes highlight areas to be cautious about. 

Observing Surroundings on Arrival 

●​ Walk around briefly when you reach a new town or neighbourhood. 
●​ Notice lighting, crowd behaviour, and general activity. Trust your instincts. 
●​ If an area feels off, leave and seek guidance before exploring further. 

Using Local Transport Drivers’ Advice 

●​ Taxi or ride-hailing drivers like Bolt often know which roads are safer, which ones to 
avoid, and which neighbourhoods can be tricky. 

●​ Ask for recommendations on the best routes to your destination. 

Trusting Instincts When Something Feels Wrong 

●​ Your intuition holds significant influence. If a place or situation doesn’t feel safe, leave 
immediately. 

●​ Don’t worry about appearing cautious; it’s better to be safe than sorry. 

By knowing the areas to avoid in Nigerian states when visiting for the first time, even places 
that require caution can be enjoyed safely with proper planning. 

Conclusion 

Visiting a new Nigerian state for the first time is exciting, but knowing which areas to avoid 
can make your trip safer and more enjoyable.   

Prepare well, follow these tips, and enjoy the vibrant culture, attractions, and experiences 
that Nigeria has to offer. Safe travels. 

FAQs 
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1. What Are The Most Important Areas To Avoid In Nigerian States 
When Visiting For The First Time? 

Focus on high-crime neighbourhoods, politically sensitive zones, flood-prone areas, and 
poorly lit or isolated streets. 

2. Can I Visit Busy Markets or Tourist Spots Safely? 

Yes, but stay alert, keep valuables secure, and avoid crowded areas at night if possible. 

3. How Can I Identify Unsafe Areas Before My Visit? 

Ask trusted locals or hotel staff, check recent news and travel advisories, and research 
online forums. 

4. Are Border Towns Dangerous For First-Time Visitors? 

They aren’t inherently dangerous but require caution, especially during transit or late at 
night. 

5. How Do I Stay Safe At Festivals Or Large Public Events? 

Arrive early, keep valuables close, stay with a group, and know your exit routes in advance. 
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