
Of Mice and Men Essay  
Crooks tells Lennie that “a guy goes nuts if he aint’s got nobody… I tell ya, a guy gets too lonely an’ he 

gets sick” (72-73). What is the importance of friendships and relationships in the novel? Write a 
5-paragraph essay showing the importance of friendship in the novel and what it can tell readers about 

the importance of staying connected to other people.  

PARAGRAPH 1- Introduction paragraph 

Hook: (how does friendship and relationships affect people and keep them connected?) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bridge: (Connect friendship/relationships to the novel) _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background: (state the title, author, SHORT summary of story) ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Theis: In the novel, Of Mice and Men, many characters experience friendships differently, ____ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PARAGRAPH 2 – Body paragraph #1: BE SURE TO ANSWER: How does Lennie and George’s 

friendship make them “different” from other guys? How does their plan make them different? How do characters 

like Candy and Crooks change when they try to become part of the plan? 

Topic sentence: (restate part of your thesis and who you will discuss) _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: (in your own words introduce & discuss the above questions based on the novel) 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence: (introduce and cite your quote that supports your answers) _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: (HOW does that quote prove/support your evidence) _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing sentence: (restate reason and lead to the next/transition) _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PARAGRAPH 2 – Body paragraph #2: BE SURE TO ANSWER: How does not having strong 

relationships, or any relationships at all, affect characters like Crooks, Candy, and Curley’s wife? How are characters 

changed for the worse by not having someone to care for them? 

Topic sentence: (restate part of your thesis and who you will discuss) _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: (in your own words introduce & discuss the above questions based on the novel) 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing sentence: (restate reason and lead to the next/transition) _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PARAGRAPH 2 – Body paragraph #3: BE SURE TO ANSWER: Does George’s decision at the 

end of the book show how much he cares for Lennie, or his loneliness? Was this the right decision or not, and why? 

Topic sentence: (restate part of your thesis and who you will discuss) _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: (in your own words introduce & discuss the above questions based on the novel) 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing sentence: (restate reason and lead to the next/transition) _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PARAGRAPH 5 – Closing paragraph 

Concluding transition: (In conclusion…) 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary of ideas: (restate the thesis and main ideas) __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Final Thought: (what should the reader take away from this) ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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