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Methods of Authoritarian Control 

Method Description How it works in In the Time of the Butterflies 

Coercion ●​ Observation of individual behavior 
(surveillance or spying) 

 
●​ Use of force to determine political 

outcomes 
 

 

Cooptation ●​ Process of making individuals dependent 
on the political regime 

 
●​ Use of corporatism: restricting the number 

of legitimate organizations 
 

●​ Use of clientelism: providing specific 
benefits to individuals to get support 

 

 

Personality 
Cult/Ideology 

●​ Mobilization of the population around a 
vision of politics and history 

 
●​ Use of media to demonstrate charismatic 

leadership 
 

●​ Creation of authoritarian myths of state 
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