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NDSU Solidarity Statement With Political Prisoner Mahmoud
Khalil and All Students Persecuted for Political Activism

UNIO

Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem Union (NDSU), member shop in The Association of
Legal Advocates and Attorneys - UAW Local 2325 condemns the detention of Mahmoud Khalil and
Leqaa Kordia, as well as the increasing repression of student and union organizers and weaponization
of immigration policy to detain and separate families. Consistent with ALAA’s past expressions of
unwavering support for Palestinian liberation, we call for Mahmoud and Leqaa’s immediate release,
as well as the cessation of all deportation proceedings against them. We also stand in solidarity with
student activists and Student Workers of Columbia UAW 2710 (SWC), who are being punished out of
retribution for union and Palestine solidarity activities.

NDSU members represent residents of Harlem and the Bronx, many of whom have themselves been
targeted by the already vicious criminal and immigration systems. We see our clients in Mahmoud,
Leqaa, and their family members, who must now navigate this horrific overreach of state power. We
see ourselves in immigrants and union members across the country, repressed for speaking out against
the genocide of Palestinians.

The Trump administration has been coalescing its mass deportation campaign with its attacks on
pro-Palestine and anti-genocide activism. By detaining these organizers, the administration has made
explicit what was already obvious: it will criminalize anyone inconvenient or opposed to its violent,
racist agenda. Exercising their First Amendment right to protest against the genocide of their people
made Khalil and Kordia a target for arrest, imprisonment, and separation. Given_reports that the State
Department, Department of Justice, and DHS plan to launch a “Catch and Revoke” Al tool that
identifies students who engage in disfavored political activity, many more students will be
criminalized. Trump himself said Khalil’s arrest was the first of “many to come.”

NDSU, as a member shop of ALAA, calls for the immediate release of Mahmoud Khalil, joining over
3.4 million people (as of March 16) who have signed a petition urging the same. We demand that
Khalil and Leqaa Kordia be reunited with their families, and the immediate cessation of the
government’s egregious efforts to repress speech and deport immigrants. Anyone opposed to this
dangerous escalation must join in this demand. The livelihood of two Palestinian students who have
been taken and unlawfully detained hangs in the balance. So too do our most fundamental
constitutional rights to due process and free speech. The kidnapping and detention of these activists is


https://laborforpalestine.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Statement-on-NYPD-Violence-and-Arrests-at-Encampments-ALAA-UAW-2325-.pdf
https://www.alaa.org/media-releases/alaa-joint-council-resolutions-regarding-the-mass-arrests-by-the-nypd-and-the-uaw-international-executive-boards-failure-to-divest-from-genocide
https://www.alaa.org/media-releases/resolution-calling-for-a-ceasefire-in-gaza-an-end-to-the-israeli-occupation-of-palestine-and-support-for-workers-political-speech
https://www.alaa.org/media-releases/resolution-calling-for-a-ceasefire-in-gaza-an-end-to-the-israeli-occupation-of-palestine-and-support-for-workers-political-speech
https://www.alaa.org/media-releases/resolution-on-divestment-from-israel-bonds-and-on-transparency-in-investmentsfunded-through-union-membership-dues
https://www.alaa.org/media-releases/solidarity-with-workers-in-a-better-nylag-and-uaw-local-4811-organizing-for-palestinian-liberation-and-against-management-repression
https://uaw.org/in-shocking-move-columbia-university-fires-union-president-one-day-before-contract-negotiations-begin-in-further-crackdown-on-free-speech/
https://www.axios.com/2025/03/06/state-department-ai-revoke-foreign-student-visas-hamas
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gdwy1gjjjo
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/demand-the-immediate-release-of-columbia-student-pro-palestine-advocate-mahmoud-khalil-from-dhs-detention?source=direct_link&

but one small piece of the U.S. Empire’s increasingly dehumanizing and violent racist and
McCarthyist policies.

Demands:

We call on the Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem Management to publicly denounce the
unconstitutional, illegal, and immoral acts taken against immigrants and protestors by the U.S
empire.

We call on NDS Harlem to demand that its neighbor and partner in academia through law clinics
and internships/externships - Columbia University - stop cooperating with ICE/DHS far beyond
its legal requirements.

We call on the management of other public defense providers in ALAA to speak out against this
political violence.

We call on the federal government to end its egregious campaign of anti-immigrant bias and
deployment of racist policies like the Alien Enemies Act against Venezuelan immigrants.


https://apnews.com/article/alien-enemies-trump-immigration-deportations-21a62ede23b8c493b60d00a9c125722f

	 

