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This Course Catalog provides a list of the courses that Zero Dropouts and the Next GED
Program offer to districts through a contractual education arrangement or as a course
provider. These courses may be modified slightly to align with the district’s decisions around
awarding credit and equivalency statements.

Direct Instruction Courses

Direct Instruction classes take place synchronously, either in person or online, with a teacher.

Subject Specific Next GED Course Descriptions - Direct Instruction

Next Math Description: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students will gain competency and essential mathematical reasoning skills through the study of
guantitative and algebraic problem solving. Content in this course focuses primarily on the
mastery of the core fundamentals of mathematics. Students will show proficiency in modeling,
constructive reasoning and mathematical procedures. Specifically, students will display
expertise in problem solving and procedural skills, data interpretation, and statistics that pertain
to both academic and workforce environments. Combined, this course will provide students
with the understanding and ability to apply their fundamental problem solving and reasoning
skills in everyday life situations.

Next Science Description: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students will gain competency and essential reasoning skills through the study of Life Science,
Physical Science, and Earth and Space Science. Content in this course focuses primarily on two
essential themes; Human Health and Living systems as well as Energy and Related Systems.
While exploring Human Health and Living Systems, students will study material that is essential
for maintaining the health and safety of humans, plants and animals. Specifically, students will
analyze the characteristics of the physical bodies of humans and how the body works on the
chemical and physical levels. Life systems of organisms including diseases, heredity and
evolution will also be covered. Students will focus on how the environment impacts society and
living things as well as how humans and other organisms can impact the environment. The
second theme focuses entirely on energy. Specifically, how energy transforms, where energy
comes from and how it is used. Students will explore how energy moves through living things
and environments. Combined, this course will provide students with the understanding and
ability to apply their fundamental science reasoning skills to everyday life situations.

Next Social Studies Description: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students will gain competency and essential reasoning skills through the study of Civics,
Government, United States History, Economics and Geography. Content in this course focuses
primarily on United States Civics and Government by integrating two essential themes;
Development of Modern Liberties and Democracy as well as Dynamic Responses in Social
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Systems. While exploring Development of Modern Liberties and Democracy, students will
analyze time periods beginning with ancient civilizations and ending with present day. Students
will understand how each reviewed era has contributed to our current ideas about democracy
and human and civil rights. Specifically, students will study policies, government structures,
major events, and historical figures to get a better understanding of how they worked together
to shape the United States Government and American Philosophies of Democracy. The second
covered theme investigates how human created policies, beliefs, and social structures respond
to each other, geographic location, and naturally occurring events. Combined, this course will
provide students with the understanding and ability to apply their fundamental social reasoning
skills to everyday life situations.

Next English Description: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students will gain competency and essential reasoning skills through the study of reading,
writing and the English language. Content in this course focuses primarily on three concepts;
the ability to read and grasp texts, written analysis of texts, and the capability to edit and
understand English. While studying reading comprehension, students will gain the ability to
determine textual details, make reasonable conclusions and accurately respond to questions.
Specifically, students will be able to determine important textual elements such as main idea,
point of view and definitions. While studying writing, students will gain the ability to conclude
relevant and adequate evidence from scholarly or informational articles to demonstrate their
abilities through analytical writing. Students will also display proficiency in the use of
technology and keyboard skills to transcribe texts. The third covered theme will ensure that
students can represent a mastery of Standard English, specifically; grammar, proper word usage,
capitalization and punctuation. Combined, this course will provide students with the
understanding and ability to apply their fundamental language arts reasoning skills to everyday
life situations.

Next GED Study Skills: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students will work with teachers to build academic success strategies and test taking skills.
They will work with a teacher on any one of the four content areas - Reading Language Arts,
Science, Social Studies and Mathematical Reasoning - working on any of the four content areas
as needed to gain competencies.

Next GED Advisory: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students have dedicated time to connect with their teachers and peers, supporting both
academic and personal growth. Students will have the opportunity to check in on their
academic progress, explore post-secondary goals, and discuss mental health and well-being.
Through guided reflection, goal-setting, and group activities, this course aims to help students
build self-awareness, resilience, and a strong sense of purpose as they navigate high school and
beyond.
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Next GED Course Descriptions - Direct Instruction

Next GED Prep: Semester Course - Pass/Fail Elective Credit
Students will gain competency and essential skills in four content areas - Reading Language Arts,
Science, Social Studies and Mathematical Reasoning - applying those skills to everyday
situations. In reading language arts students will develop reasoning skills through the study of
reading and writing including the ability to read and grasp texts, written analysis of texts, and
the capability to edit and understand English. Competencies in science include the study of Life
Science, Physical Science, and Earth and Space Science. In social studies students will gain
competency and essential reasoning skills through the study of Civics, Government, United
States History, Economics and Geography. Competencies in mathematical reasoning skills
include the study of quantitative and algebraic problem solving. Additionally, students have
dedicated time to connect one on one with teachers regarding both academic and personal
development.
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