Mishnah Beitzah

Chapter1

Michael Werbow

Mishnah Beitzah 1

(1) With regard to an egg that was laid on a Festival (Eduyyot
4:1), Beit Shammai say: It may be eaten even on that day, and
Beit Hillel say: It may not be eaten, as the Gemara will
explain at length. Apropos this exceptional case, in which Beit
Shammai are lenient and Beit Hillel are strict, the mishna cites
additional halakhot of the Festivals in which this unusual
phenomenon occurs (Yoma 79b). Beit Shammai say: Leaven,
i.e., dough that hasleavened to such an extent thatitis no
longer used as food but as a leavening agent for other dough, is
prohibited on Passover in the measure of an olive-bulk.
However, the measure for edible leavened bread is greater,
that of a large date-bulk. And Beit Hillel say: For both this
and that, the measure is that of an olive-bulk.

(2) Furthermore, with regard to one who slaughters an
undomesticated animal or a bird on a Festival (Eduyyot 4:2),
in which case there is a mitzva from the Torah to cover the
blood after slaughtering (Leviticus 17:13), Beit Shammai say:
He digs earth with a shovel and covers the blood with that
earth ab initio. And Beit Hillel say: He may not slaughter ab
initio, unless he had earth prepared for that purpose while it
was still day. But even Beit Hillel concede that if one already
slaughtered the animal or the bird, then he should dig with a
shovel and cover the blood. Additionally, they agree that the
ashes of a stove are considered prepared for the use of
covering blood, as will be explained by the Gemara.

(3) Beit Shammai say: One may not carry a ladder, which
was used for reaching doves, from one dovecote to another.
However, one may move it slightly so that he tilts it from one
window to another in the same dovecote. And Beit Hillel
permit even carrying a ladder from one dovecote to another.
Beit Shammai say: One may not take fledgling doves from a
dovecote on a Festival, unless he shook the ones he wished to
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take while it was still day, thereby preparing them. And Beit
Hillel say: It is not necessary to shake; rather, it is sufficient if
one stands the day before and says: I will take this fledgling
and that one.

(4) 1f, on the eve of a Festival, one designated black fledglings
to be slaughtered, and on the following day found white ones
in the dovecote, rather than the birds he had designated, or if
one designated white ones to be slaughtered and found black
ones, or if one designated two fledglings to be slaughtered and
found three, they are prohibited, as these are not the same
fledglings he had designated earlier. If, however, one
designated three to be slaughtered and found only two, they
are permitted, as it is presumed that one of the fledglings
escaped. If one designated them inside the nest and the next
day he cannot find them there, and he found fledglings before
the nest, they are prohibited, as they might be fledglings
other than the ones he designated and left inside the nest. But
if there are only those fledglings in the immediate vicinity,
they are permitted, as it can be assumed that these are the
ones he designated inside the nest.

(5) Beit Shammai say: One may not remove the shutters
[terisin] of a store on a Festival, due to the prohibition against
building and demolishing. And Beit Hillel permit one not only
to open the shutters, but even to replace them. Beit Shammai
say: One may not take a large pestle from a mortar, which is
normally used for crushing wheat in the preparation of
porridge, for any other purpose on a Festival, e.g., to cut meat
on it; and Beit Hillel permit it. Likewise, Beit Shammai say:
One may not place an unprocessed hide before those who
will tread on it, as this constitutes the prohibited labor of
tanning on a Festival. And one may not lift the hide from its
place, as it is considered muktze, unless there is an olive-bulk
of meat on it, in which case it may be carried on account of its
meat; and Beit Hillel permit it in both cases. Beit Shammai
say: One may carry out on a Festival neither a minor child,
nor a lulav, nor a Torah Scroll into the public domain, as
none of these are required for the preparation of food; and Beit
Hillel permit it.
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(6) The separation of halla is permitted on a Festival, as one is
permitted to prepare dough and bake it on a Festival, and bread
may not be eaten without first separating halla. Beit Shammai
say: One may not bring separated halla or any of the other
priestly gifts, i.e., the foreleg, the jaw, and the maw of a
slaughtered animal, to a priest on a Festival, though itis
permitted to separate them from an animal slaughtered on a
Festival. This is prohibited regardless of whether they were
separated last evening, i.e., before the Festival, or whether
they were separated today. And Beit Hillel permit it. Beit
Shammai said to Beit Hillel: This halakha can be derived by an
analogy: Halla and the other gifts are both considered a gift
to the priest, and likewise teruma separated from produce is
also a gift to the priest. Just as you agree that one may not
bring teruma to a priest on a Festival, so too, one may not
bring the other gifts. Beit Hillel said to them: No, this
analogy is incorrect. If you said that you derive the halakha
from teruma, where its separation is not allowed on the
Festival, how will you say the same with regard to the gifts
from an animal or halla, concerning which their separation is
allowed on the Festival? Since it is not prohibited to separate
these gifts, they may likewise be brought to a priest.

(7) Beit Shammai say: Spices may be pounded on a Festival
in a slightly unusual manner, with a wooden pestle, and salt
may be pounded only with an earthenware flask or with a
wooden pot ladle, in a manner very different from that of a
weekday. And Beit Hillel say: Spices may be pounded in
their usual manner, even with a stone pestle, and as for salt,
although it must be pounded in an irregular manner, a slight
modification such as pounding it with a wooden pestle is
enough to render the act permitted.

(8) With regard to one who selects legumes on a Festival by
separating the edible and inedible portions, Beit Shammai
say: He may select food and eat it immediately, while leaving
the refuse. And Beit Hillel say: He may select in his usual
manner, in his lap, with a tray, or with a large vessel, but he
may not do so with a tablet, nor with a winnow, nor with a
sieve, as these vessels are specially designed for selecting,
which gives his action the appearance of a weekday activity.
Rabban Gamliel says: One may even wash the legumes in
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water and skim off the refuse floating on top.

(9) Beit Shammai say: One may send only portions of
prepared food on a Festival, but not any other gifts. And Beit
Hillel say: One may even send gifts of domesticated animals,
undomesticated animals, and fowl, whether alive or
slaughtered. Similarly, one may send wines, oils, and vessels
of flour, and even legumes, but not grain, which is unfit for
use, as one may not grind it on the Festival. And Rabbi Shimon
permits sending gifts even in the case of grain, as it can be
made into porridge without being ground.

(10) One may send clothes, whether they are sewn or
whether they are unsewn, and even if they contain diverse
kinds, a prohibited mixture of wool and linen [sha’atnez]. But
one may do so only if they serve the purposes of the Festival.
However, one may not send a spiked sandal, which has nails
fixed to it, as the Sages decreed that one may not wear a sandal
of this kind on a Shabbat or Festival, nor an unsewn shoe,
which is not suitable for a Festival. Rabbi Yehuda says: One
may not even send a white shoe, which people do not usually
wear, because it requires an artisan to paint it black. This is
the general principle: Anything that one may useon a
Festival, one may send it.
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