
 

Astronomy research experiences that are accepting, have 
accepted, or are promoting community college applicants 

●​ National Science Foundation (NSF) Physics and Astronomy Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REU) at Texas A&M University - Commerce (only open to community 
college students!) 

●​ Caltech LIGO SURF 
●​ TAURUS @ UT Austin 
●​ American Museum of Natural History Research Experience for Undergraduates - 

Division of Physical Sciences 
●​ University of Wyoming Astronomy REU (deadline Feb 15 2023) has historically accepted 

community college students, often aiming to accept 2 CC students among the 10 or so 
total 

●​ Caltech SURF 
●​ NASA internships 
●​ Center for Astrophysics | Harvard & Smithsonian (CfA) Solar Physics REU 
●​ Cornell Department of Astronomy REU 
●​ Nevis Labs at Columbia University REU 
●​ MIT Haystack Observatory REU 
●​ University of Utah Physics and Astronomy REU  
●​ SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory at Stanford 
●​ LAMAT Program 
●​ Carnegie Earth and Planets Laboratory EPIIC Program 
●​ Add more here! 

 

Other that are not astronomy specific: 
●​ Department of Energy Community College Internship Program (general research) 
●​ University of California, San Diego Summer Training Academy for Research Success 

(STARS) program (general research) 
●​ PUMAS Internship at the Gladstone Institute (biology focused) 
●​ NASA Community College Aerospace Scholars (NCAS) (aerospace focused) 
●​ Illinois MRSEC REU (physics focused) 
●​ Stanford Summer Community College Research Program (SSCCrP) (broad science and 

medicine focused) 
●​ University of Minnesota Combinatorics and Algebra REU (math focused) 
●​ Statistical Models with Applications to Geoscience research program (geoscience 

focused) 
●​ Preparing RF Engineers for Communication, Imaging and Sensing (PRECISE) (radio 

frequency engineering or instrumentation focused) 
●​ Auburn University Collaborative Approaches Among Scientists and Engineers (CASE) 

REU (physics focused) 

https://inside.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/scienceEngineeringAgriculture/departments/physicsAstronomy/Physics-REU/default.aspx
https://inside.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/scienceEngineeringAgriculture/departments/physicsAstronomy/Physics-REU/default.aspx
https://labcit.ligo.caltech.edu/LIGO_web/students/SURF/applicants-info
https://sites.cns.utexas.edu/taurus/home
https://www.amnh.org/research/physical-sciences/reu-internship
https://www.amnh.org/research/physical-sciences/reu-internship
https://www.uwyo.edu/physics/reu-info/
https://sfp.caltech.edu/undergraduate-research/programs/surf
https://stemgateway.nasa.gov/public/s/explore-opportunities
https://pweb.cfa.harvard.edu/opportunities/graduate-undergraduate-programs/heassp-solar-physics-reu-program
http://hosting.astro.cornell.edu/specialprograms/reu/
https://www.nevis.columbia.edu/reu/
https://www.haystack.mit.edu/haystack-public-outreach/reu/
https://www.physics.utah.edu/reu-opportunities/
https://careers.slac.stanford.edu/suli
https://lamat.science.ucsc.edu/
https://carnegiescience.edu/about/working/interns/epiic-reu
https://womeninhpc.org/job/us-department-of-energy-u-s-department-of-energy-national-labs-185-fall-2023-u-s-department-of-energy-community-college-internships-cci-program
https://grad.ucsd.edu/diversity/programs/stars/index.html
https://grad.ucsd.edu/diversity/programs/stars/index.html
https://gladstone.org/pumas-application-instructions
https://www.nasa.gov/stem/murep/projects/ncas.html
https://mrsec.illinois.edu/reu-program
https://med.stanford.edu/odme/pre-med-students/commmunity-college-student-summer-research.html
https://www-users.cse.umn.edu/~reiner/REU/REU.html
https://research.fit.edu/smag-reu/
https://precise.fiu.edu/
https://auburn.edu/cosam/departments/diversity/reu.htm
https://auburn.edu/cosam/departments/diversity/reu.htm


 

●​ Cornell LSAMP REU (engineering focused) 
●​ Purdue Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) (engineering focused) 
●​ Portland State University Center for Climate and Aerosol REU (climate focused) 
●​ UC Berkeley Transfer-to-Excellence (general) 
●​ Center for Training, Research, and Educational Excellence (CTREE) Bridges Program 

(general) 
 
Took many from here: https://reufinder.com/programs-for-community-college-students/ 
 
Note: REU applicants must be US citizens or permanent residents. “Undergraduate students 
supported with NSF funds must be citizens or permanent residents of the United States or its 
possessions.” https://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/  
 

https://sites.coecis.cornell.edu/lsampreu/
https://engineering.purdue.edu/Engr/Research/EURO/students/about-SURF
https://www.pdx.edu/center-climate-aerosol-research/reu
https://engineering.berkeley.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/junior-transfers/transfer-to-excellence/
https://www.csusm.edu/ctree/bridgesprogram/application.html
https://reufinder.com/programs-for-community-college-students/
https://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/
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