
 

 ADVOCATES FOR PEOPLE IN PRISONS FEAR COVID DEATH SENTENCES  
September 2021 

 
Advocates for people in prisons have grave fears that the current outbreaks in NSW prisons 
will be a death sentence for people serving prison sentences and on remand. NSW has 
recorded over 125 cases in NSW prisons and youth detention centres. Only 25% of the prison 
population has been vaccinated, according to Acting NSW Corrections Commissioner Kevin 
Corcoran on 31 August 2021. Families have reported that loved ones have not been offered 
the vaccine and fear for their lives.  
 
Deadly Connections Aboriginal community justice organisation has raised alarm about 
looming Aboriginal deaths in custody. Keenan Mundine has cited the lack of care in people in 
NSW prisons who are locked down for up to 23 hours per day in cells that lack ventilation. 
 
There can be no COVID safety in over-crowded prisons where people are detained in large 
numbers. This letter calls for the rights to life and health of people in prison and youth 
detention centres to be respected by the release of people and the provision of safe housing 
and suitable post-release services.  
 
In 2020, advocates, Aboriginal organisations and legal professionals penned three open 
letters to governments with thousands of signatories. They warned ministers of the especially 
acute threat to life that COVID poses to people in prisons.  
 
These letters were ignored except for legislating powers that enabled the NSW Corrections 
Minister to release people from prison in the event of a COVID outbreak. Not one person has 
been released under these powers. Other safeguards outlined in the letters were not heeded.  
 
Advocates urgently call for: 
 
●​ Safe release of people in prisons and youth detention centres, beginning with First 

Nations people and people with physical and mental health conditions  
●​ Release supported with safe transportation, quarantining where necessary and safe 

accommodation, access to financial and health support and First Nations cultural support 
through resourcing Aboriginal community controlled organisations 

●​ Safe and informed access to COVID-19 vaccinations  
●​ Publication of data on vaccination rates in prisons and youth detention centres 
●​ No new admissions to prisons 
●​ No prison transfers   



 

●​ Increased access to telephone and video communications for people in prisons to 
regularly contact loved ones and professional support people, in response to cessation of 
visits 

●​ Testing before release and proper health care when people return to community 
●​ Cessation of whole-of-prison lockdowns as a control strategy 
●​ Transparent reporting of prison lockdown conditions including use of solitary 

confinement, and measures taken to attend to wellbeing 
●​ Community-based hospital care for people infected with COVID-19 in prisons 
●​ Rapid antigen testing and mandatory vaccination for prison staff 
●​ Sentence remissions for people in prison lockdowns to reflect excessive punishment 
●​ Independent review of NSW Corrections COVID-19 prevention and planning strategies 

undertaken by the Inspector of Custodial Services or Ombudsman to ensure current 
measures are appropriate, proportionate and informed by both health and human rights. 

 
Signed by: 
 

​Keenan Mundine, Co-Founder, Deadly Connections  
​Carly Stanley, CEO and Co-Founder, Deadly Connections 
​Steven Caruana, OPCAT Network Coordinator (Australia) 
​Thalia Anthony, Professor of Law, University of Technology Sydney 
​Arlia Fleming, Centre Director, Elizabeth Evatt Community Legal Centre 
​Megan Williams, Professor of Public Health, University of Technology Sydney 
​Elyse Methven, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney 
​Renee Mcnab, Advocate NSW  
​Toni Danielle Cyr, Quebec, Canada 
​Linda Steele, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney 
​Harry Blagg, Professor of Criminology, University of Western Australia 
​Chris Cunneen, Jumbunna Institute for Indigenous Education and Research 
​ Jocelyn Jones, National Drug Research Institute, Curtin University 
​Sara Dehm, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney 
​ Jack Howard, Melbourne 
​Professor Felicity Gerry QC, Crockett Chambers and Deakin University, Melbourne. 
​Claire Loughnan, Lecturer in Criminology, School of Social and Political Sciences, 
University of Melbourne. 

​Katherine Biber, Professor of Law, University of Technology Sydney 
​ Julie Edwards, Chief Executive Officer, Jesuit Social Services 
​Sally Fitzpatrick, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, College of Health, Medicine and 
Wellbeing, University of Newcastle 

​Alison Battisson, Director Principal, Human Rights For All 



 

​Dr Anita Mackay, Senior Lecturer, La Trobe Law School, La Trobe University  
​Mary Spiers Williams, Sub Dean Australian Indigenous Studies and Lecturer in Law, 
Australian National University  

​Ellen O’Brien, Lawyer, Sydney 
​Professor Penelope Weller, RMIT University, Melbourne.  
​ Stacey Herbert, Advocate 
​Alison Whittaker, Senior Researcher, UTS Jumbunna Institute 
​Professor Prue Vines, UNSW faculty of Law and Justice 
​Lisanne Adam, Associate Lecturer in Law, RMIT University, Melbourne.  
​ Sharon Shalev, SolitaryConfinement.org, London, UK 
​Elena Marchetti, Professor, Griffith Law School, Griffith University, Brisbane. 
​ Jennifer Keene-McCann, International lawyer, Researcher, Naarm/Melbourne 
​ Julie Kimber, Senior Lecturer, Politics & History, Swinburne University of 
Technology 

​Stephanie Curtis, Epidemiologist and NSP Worker, Naarm/Melbourne 
​Professor Eileen Baldry, DVC EDI, Professor of Criminology, UNSW Sydney 
​Andy Kaladelfos, Senior Lecturer, Faculty Law and Justice, UNSW 
​Honorary Associate Professor Janet Hunt, Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy 
Research, Australian National University 

​Elizabeth De Freitas, Advocate, Sydney 
​ Jeremy Betts, Advocate, Sydney 
​Stephanie Jowett, Queensland University 
​Dr. Grace O’Brien - Queensland University of Technology, QLD 
​Rebecca McMahon - Barrister, Forbes Chambers  
​ Jennifer Balint, Head of School, Social and Political Sciences, University of 
Melbourne 

​Francis Markham, Research Fellow, Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy 
Research, ANU 

​Penny Hill, Research Fellow, UNSW 
​Hilde Tubex, Law School UWA 
​Associate Professor Anna Copeland, Murdoch University 
​ kylie valentine, Professor and Deputy Director, Social Policy Research Centre, 
UNSW 

​Bill Bush, President, Families & Friends for Drug Law Reform 
​Naomi Burke-Shyne, Executive Director, Harm Reduction International 
​Mary Ellen Harrod, CEO, NSW Users and AIDS Association 
​Dr. Marisela Velazquez, Sociology Department, CSU-Dominguez Hills 
​Bianca Fileborn, Senior Lecturer & DECRA Research Fellow, School of Social and 
Political Sciences, University of Melbourne 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/258392441852935/user/100066303173320/?__cft__[0]=AZVFQ1gzNgAWkwo7QkzKGKS3vZQewZzvDPwVOn4fAUfCFgAxN1C_DCavlOHfc5bR-thZUmOtmYyFQnBTecz1Rbh5ulH-ZkmnB449ESCSj_wqn7zvHf68x2uDYQZMDplBbwYA3QaNs4GyQaX7I5UOTbsY&__tn__=R]-R


 

​Gino Vumbaca OAM, Treasurer, Just Reinvest NSW 
​Tom Battersby, Barrister, Victorian Bar 
​Alyce McGovern, Associate Professor of Criminology, Faculty of Law & Justice, 
UNSW Sydney 

​Karen Fletcher, Senior Lawyer Prison Advocacy, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Lorana Bartels, Professor of Criminology, Australian National University; Adjunct 
Professor of Law, University of Canberra and Tasmania 

​ John Braithwaite, Emeritus, Australian National University 
​Kieran Tranter, Professor, Queensland University of Technology 
​Karen Chibert, Victorian Bar 
​Paul Kidd, Senior Community Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Michelle Newcomb, Lecturer, Queensland University of Technology 
​Rosie Heselev, Community Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​ Julie Rudner, Campus Director, La Trobe University 
​Aidan Craney, La Trobe University 
​Emma Phillips, Principal Solicitor & Deputy CEO, Queensland Advocacy 
Incorporated 

​Maria Giannacopoulos, Senior Lecturer in Law and Criminology, Flinders University 
​Laura Gartland, Client services and Administration, Fitzroy Legal Service  
​ Jake Rance, Research Fellow, UNSW Sydney 
​Carla Treloar, Professor, UNSW Sydney 
​Rob White, Distinguished Professor of Criminology, University of Tasmania 
​Hui Zhou, Principal Lawyer, Legal Practice, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Sophie Wiggans, Systems Advocate, Queensland Advocacy Incorporated 
​Elena Pappas, CEO, Law and Advocacy Centre for Women Ltd 
​Dr Katelin Haynes, CEO, Hepatitis Queensland 
​Elizabeth Evatt, lawyer 
​Dr Laura Bedford, Lecturer, Deakin University 
​Bess Smallwood, Community Outreach Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Meghan Fitzgerald, Special Counsel, Fitzroy Legal Service  
​Dr Simone Bignall, Senior Researcher, UTS Jumbunna Institute 
​Odette Shenfield, Outreach Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Dr Louis Schetzer, Manager, Policy & Advocacy, Australian Lawyers Alliance 
​Geoffrey Davey, CEO, QuIHN Ltd 
​Adrianne Walters, Legal Director, Human Rights Law Centre 
​Monique Hurley, Senior Lawyer, Human Rights Law Centre 
​Amala Ramarathinam, Senior Lawyer, Human Rights Law Centre 
​Tim Leach, Executive Director, Community Legal Centres NSW 



 

​ Stella Maynard, Community Legal Centres NSW 
​Melia Benn, Queensland Bar  
​Kerry Weste, President, Australian Lawyers for Human Rights 
​Natalia Hanley, Senior Lecturer, University of Wollongong 
​Amy Brennan, Victorian Bar. 
​Avelina Tarrago, Queensland Bar 
​Martin Radzaj, Crockett Chambers, Victorian Bar 
​Elisa Buggy, Executive Officer, Flat Out 
​Tracey Booth, Professor UTS 
​Dr. Jane Anderson, Adjunct Research Fellow, UWA 
​ Julia Kretzenbacher, President of Liberty Victoria 
​Megan Pearce, Managing Lawyer Social Action and Public Interest Law, Fitzroy 
Legal Service 

​Dr Anthony Hopkins, Associate Professor, ANU College of Law 
​Patrick Horton, PhD Candidate, University of Sydney 
​Alexis Apostolellis, CEO, ASHM 
​Gai Walker, Managing Director, SCALES Community Legal Centre 
​Adam Willson, Senior Drug Outreach Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Tamar Hopkins, Lawyer, PhD Student 
​Dr Tamara Tulich, UWA Law School 
​Corinne Dobson, researcher, advocate, co-founder Australia OPCAT Network 
​Luke McNamara, Professor and Co-director, Centre for Crime, Law and Justice, 
UNSW 

​David Woodroffe, Principal Legal Officer, North Australian Aboriginal Justice 
Agency 

​George Dertadian, Senior Lecturer in Criminology, Faculty of Law and Justice, 
UNSW 

​Emeritus Professor David Brown, Faculty of Law and Justice, UNSW 
​Vivien Holmes, Associate Professor, ANU Law School 
​Helen Gibbon, Senior Lecturer, UNSW Faculty of Law and Justice 
​Mehera San Roque, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law and Justice, UNSW 
​Una Stone, Associate lecturer, Criminology & Justice Studies, RMIT University 
​Andrew Hopkins, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, ANU 
​Russell Solomon, RMIT University 
​Rob Watts, Professor of Social Policy, RMIT University 
​Angela Higginson, Associate Professor, School of Justice, QUT 
​Dora Anthony, Lecturer, University of Wollongong 
​Peta Malins, Senior Lecturer, Criminology & Justice Studies, RMIT University 



 

​Thea Gumbert, Psychologist 
​Natalie Ironfield, PhD student in Criminology, University of Melbourne  
​Dr Dylan Lino, University of Queensland Law School 
​Dr Gemma Killen, Senior Policy Officer ACTCOSS 
​Professor Mark Stoove, Head of Public Health, Head of Justice Health Research, 
Burnet Institute 

​Dr Holly Doel-Mackaway, Senior Lecturer, Macquarie Law School, Macquarie 
University.  

​ Francis Maxwell, LLM student at University of New South Wales 
​Leanne Weber, Professor of Criminology, University of Canberra 
​Ebba Herrlander Birgerson, Researcher, University of Tasmania 
​Dr Amy Barrow, Senior Lecturer, Macquarie Law School 
​Professor Ana Vrdoljak, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney 
​Greg Barns SC Former National President Australian Lawyers Alliance  
​Dr Emma Russell, Senior Lecturer in Crime, Justice & Legal Studies, La Trobe 
University 

​George Tomossy, Senior Lecturer, Macquarie Law School 
​Helen Blaber, Director / Principal Solicitor, Prisoners’ Legal Service Inc  
​Dr Paul Simpson, School of Population Health, University of New South Wales 
​Robert O’Neill, Barrister, Victorian Bar   
​Kate Swaffer, CEO & co founder, Dementia Alliance International 
​Emma Colvin, Senior Lecturer, Centre for Law and Justice, Charles Sturt University 
​ Julie Stubbs, Honorary Professor, Faculty of Law & Justice, UNSW Sydney 
​ Jason Moore, Registered Nurse, Lawyer, PhD Candidate, Faculty of Law & Justice, 
UNSW Sydney 

​Kon Karapanagiotidis OAM, CEO and Founder Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
​Russell Goldflam, Lawyer, Alice Spring 
​Mari Vagg, Lawyer, Wollongong 
​Suzan Cox OAM QC, Director, NT Legal Aid Commission 
​Wilfrid Prest AM, Emeritus, University of Adelaide 
​Tim Cadman, Research Fellow, Griffith University 
​Anthea Vogl, Senior Lecturer, UTS Faculty of Law. 
​Dr Jennifer Nielsen, Associate Professor, Southern Cross University 
​David McDonald, Campus Visitor, Research School of Population Health, The 
Australian National University 

​Steven Drew, Chief Executive Officer, Hepatitis NSW 
​ Julian R Murphy, Melbourne Law School 
​ Jonathon Hunyor, CEO, Public Interest Advocacy Centre 



 

​Rajan Venkataraman, Vice-President, Civil Liberties Australia 
​Megan Casey, Victorian Bar 
​Sam Biondo, EO, Victorian Alcohol and Drugs Association 
​Pearl Beaumont, UNSW Law Lecturer and Solicitor, private practice  
​ Paul Wright, National Director, ANTaR 
​Thea Gibson, Drug Outreach Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Alison Gerard, Professor and Head of Canberra Law School, University of Canberra 
​Monique Moffa, Associate Lecturer, Criminology & Justice Studies, RMIT University 
​Laura Button, Coordinator- Women’s Leadership Group, Fitzroy Legal Service  
​Katharina Storey, lived experience advocate, Women’s Leadership Group, Fitzroy 
Legal Service  

​Maree Selvaraj, Solicitor, knowmore legal service ltd 
​Sarah Akanda, Solicitor, New South Wales 
​Nyenpiu mayor, Fitzroy legal service, Melbourne 
​Brett Collins, Coordinator, Justice Action 
​Franky Bain, Lawyer, Fitzroy Legal Service 
​Shamila Liyanage, Lawyer and Health Justice Partnerships Coordinator, Fitzroy Legal 
Service 

​Dr Cait Storr, Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Law Faculty, University of 
Technology Sydney 

​Karen Daniels PhD Candidate in Criminology UNSW 
​Anni Cockburn Aboriginal Elder 
​Tracey Addo Aboriginal Elder 
​ Jessica Hulme, Senior Statewide Educator Sexual Assault, ECAV 
​Lindsay McCabe, PhD Candidate, University of Sydney  
​Susan Stephenson  Sydney 
​Lara Palombo, Tutor/Lecturer, Macquarie University 
​Rachel Evans, activist journalist and socialist  
​Dr. Markela Panegyres artist, casual academic and socialist activist 
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