
The vulnerabilities being assessed are: 
Scenario 1: SQL injection on a web application 

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to SQL injection attacks, 
which allow an attacker to inject malicious SQL code into the application's backend database. 
Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability affects the web application regardless of 
the operating system. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Successful exploitation of this vulnerability can result in 
unauthorized access to sensitive data, manipulation of data, and even complete compromise of 
the web application. 

Attack vectors: An attacker can launch an SQL injection attack on the web application by 
exploiting vulnerabilities in the application's input validation or authentication mechanisms. They 
can also use automated tools like SQLMap to automate the process. 

Blocking mechanisms: The vulnerability can be blocked by implementing secure coding 
practices, using input validation, and parameterized queries in the application's code. WAF 
(Web Application Firewall) can also help detect and block SQL injection attempts.. 

Remediation action: The vulnerability can be fixed by implementing secure coding 
practices, using input validation, and parameterized queries in the application's code. Regular 
penetration testing can also help identify and fix vulnerabilities. 
CVSS score: 9.0 (Critical) 
 
Scenario 2: Cross-site scripting (XSS) attack on a web application 

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to cross-site scripting 
(XSS) attacks, which allow an attacker to inject malicious code into the web application and 
execute it in the browser of a victim who visits the web page. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability affects the web application 
regardless of the operating system. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Successful exploitation of this vulnerability can result in 
unauthorized access to sensitive data, manipulation of data, and even complete compromise of 
the web application. 

Attack vectors: An attacker can exploit this vulnerability by injecting malicious code into 
the web application's input fields, cookies, or other user input. 

Blocking mechanisms: The vulnerability can be blocked by implementing secure coding 
practices, using input validation, and sanitization in the application's code. WAF (Web 
Application Firewall) can also help detect and block XSS attempts. 

Remediation action: The vulnerability can be fixed by implementing secure coding 
practices, using input validation, and sanitization in the application's code. Regular penetration 
testing can also help identify and fix vulnerabilities. 
CVSS score: 8.0 (High) 
 
Scenario 3: Authentication bypass vulnerability 

Description of vulnerability: The authentication mechanism used by the web application 
is vulnerable to bypass, allowing an attacker to gain unauthorized access to the application. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability affects the web application 
regardless of the operating system. 



Risks of attempting to exploit: Successful exploitation of this vulnerability can result in 
unauthorized access to sensitive data and allow an attacker to perform actions as an 
authenticated user. 

Attack vectors: An attacker can exploit this vulnerability by exploiting vulnerabilities in the 
authentication mechanism, such as weak passwords or session management flaws. 

Blocking mechanisms: The vulnerability can be blocked by implementing secure 
authentication mechanisms, such as multi-factor authentication, strong password policies, and 
secure session management. 

Password cracking: The attack may involve password cracking if weak passwords are 
used. 

Remediation action: The vulnerability can be fixed by implementing secure 
authentication mechanisms, such as multi-factor authentication, strong password policies, and 
secure session management. 
CVSS score: 7.0 (High) 
 
Scenario 4: Remote code execution vulnerability 

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to remote code execution 
attacks, allowing an attacker to execute arbitrary code on the server hosting the application. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability is present in the web application 
running on all operating systems. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Attempting to exploit the vulnerability can crash the web 
application or potentially take over the entire server. 

Risk: Upon successful exploitation, the attacker could execute arbitrary code on the 
server, gain access to sensitive data, and potentially take control of the entire server. 

Attack vectors: Attackers can exploit this vulnerability by injecting malicious code into the 
web application, either through a file upload feature, user input field, or other means. They can 
also use tools like Metasploit to exploit known vulnerabilities in the web application. 

Blocking mechanisms: To block this vulnerability, the server can be configured to restrict 
access to the web application, ensure that all software is up to date with the latest patches, and 
employ intrusion detection and prevention systems. 

Remediation action: The web application should be thoroughly tested and all 
vulnerabilities patched. The server should also be regularly updated with the latest security 
patches and monitored for any suspicious activity. 
CVSS score:  9.8 Critical  
 
Scenario 5: Man-in-the-Middle (MitM) Attack 

Description of vulnerability: The communication between a client and a server is 
susceptible to interception by an attacker, allowing them to eavesdrop on sensitive information 
or modify data in transit. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability can exist in any system where 
network communication occurs, such as web applications, mobile apps, or IoT devices. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Attempting to exploit this vulnerability can lead to the 
interception of sensitive information, including usernames, passwords, credit card numbers, and 



other personal data. The attacker can also modify data in transit, such as injecting malicious 
code or redirecting the user to a fake website to steal their credentials. 

Risk: Upon successful exploitation, the attacker can access and manipulate sensitive 
information, compromise user accounts, and gain unauthorized access to systems or networks. 

Attack vectors: Attackers can exploit this vulnerability by intercepting the network traffic 
between the client and the server. This can be achieved by various means, such as ARP 
spoofing, DNS spoofing, or setting up a rogue access point. 

Blocking mechanisms: To prevent MitM attacks, secure communication protocols should 
be used, such as HTTPS, SSH, or VPN. Network segmentation, strong encryption, and 
two-factor authentication can also enhance the security of the communication channel. 

Remediation action: The system should be configured to use secure communication 
protocols, and users should be educated on the risks of connecting to unsecured networks. 
Security controls such as network monitoring and intrusion detection should also be 
implemented to detect and prevent MitM attacks. 
CVSS score:  8.8 High 
. 
Scenario 6: Denial-of-service vulnerability 

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to denial-of-service 
attacks, allowing an attacker to overwhelm the server with traffic and cause it to become 
unresponsive. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability can be present in any application 
running on any operating system that lacks proper authorization checks. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Unauthorized users can potentially access sensitive data 
or perform actions that could disrupt the application's functionality or damage the system. 

Risk: Upon successful exploitation, the attacker could gain access to sensitive data, 
such as user accounts, financial information, or intellectual property, or perform actions that 
could disrupt the application's functionality or damage the system. 

Attack vectors: Attackers can exploit this vulnerability by attempting to access sensitive 
data or perform unauthorized actions through the application's interface, such as by guessing 
weak passwords, bypassing authentication checks, or exploiting other vulnerabilities in the 
application. 

Blocking mechanisms: To block this vulnerability, the application should have proper 
authorization checks in place, such as role-based access controls, permissions, and 
authentication mechanisms. 

Remediation action: The application should be audited for proper authorization checks 
and any vulnerabilities should be remediated by implementing the necessary controls and 
access restrictions. 
CVSS score: 7.5 High 
 
Scenario 7: XML External Entity (XXE) Injection 

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to XML External Entity 
attacks, allowing an attacker to read arbitrary files, execute remote code, and conduct 
denial-of-service attacks. 



Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability is present in the web application 
running on all operating systems that rely on XML-based data formats. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Attempting to exploit the vulnerability can potentially 
expose sensitive data, compromise the server's confidentiality, and disrupt the web application's 
availability. 

Risk: Upon successful exploitation, the attacker can read arbitrary files, execute remote 
code, and conduct denial-of-service attacks, potentially leading to data breaches, loss of data 
integrity, and other security risks. 

Attack vectors: Attackers can exploit this vulnerability by injecting malicious XML input 
that references external entities, such as files or URLs, into the web application. This can occur 
through user input fields, such as comment forms or search boxes. 

Blocking mechanisms: To block this vulnerability, the web application can be configured 
to reject XML input that references external entities, use whitelisting or filtering to sanitize all 
input, or switch to a non-XML-based data format. 
CVSS: 7.5 High 
 
Scenario 8: Insecure Direct Object Reference  

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to Insecure Direct Object 
Reference attacks, allowing an attacker to access and manipulate resources they should not 
have access to. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability can exist in any system that 
exposes direct references to internal objects, such as user accounts, files, or database records. 

Risks of attempting to exploit: Attempting to exploit the vulnerability can lead to the 
exposure of sensitive data, such as personal information, financial data, and confidential 
documents. The attacker can also modify, delete, or inject data into the system, leading to data 
loss, data corruption, and other security risks. 

Risk: Upon successful exploitation, the attacker can access and manipulate resources 
they should not have access to, potentially leading to data breaches, loss of data integrity, and 
other security risks. 

Attack vectors: Attackers can exploit this vulnerability by tampering with the references 
to internal objects, such as changing the ID parameter in a URL or manipulating hidden form 
fields. 

Blocking mechanisms: To block this vulnerability, the web application can use access 
controls, such as role-based access control or access tokens, to limit the user's access to 
internal resources. All references to internal objects should be obscured or obfuscated to 
prevent easy guessing. 
CVSS: 7.0 High 
 
Scenario 9: Improper Input Validation 

Description of vulnerability: The web application is vulnerable to improper input validation 
attacks, allowing an attacker to inject malicious input that can bypass security measures or 
cause unexpected behavior. 

Operating systems/versions affected: The vulnerability can exist in any system that relies 
on user input, such as web applications, mobile apps, or IoT devices. 



Risks of attempting to exploit: Attempting to exploit the vulnerability can lead to a range 
of security risks, such as data breaches, loss of data integrity, and unauthorized access to 
resources. 

Risk: Upon successful exploitation, the attacker can inject malicious input that can 
bypass security measures, cause unexpected behavior, or steal sensitive information. 

Attack vectors: Attackers can exploit this vulnerability by injecting malicious input into 
user input fields, such as search boxes, comment forms, or login fields. 

Blocking mechanisms: To block this vulnerability, the web application can use input 
validation and sanitization mechanisms to ensure that all input is correctly formatted and 
contains no malicious code. Content security policies can also be used to restrict the types of 
input that can be executed. 
CVSS: 6.0 Medium 
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